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Rushton had 2 fields in the 14th century, one acre in one field and one acre in the 
otherl. It was enclosed piecemeal by Sir Thomas Tresham from 1581 to 16042. 

Barford 

Three fields operated in 1386, a terrier of 1.5 acres describes 0.5 acres in each of the 
, West, South and East Fields. A 1461 rental of the demesne lists parcels in tlle furlongs of 
the West Field 16.75 acres, East Field 19.75 acres, and South Field called Overfeld 
23.25 acres3• These laid in fairly small parcels in many furlongs indicating a dispersed 
demesne, and therefore a three-field system for the whole township. 

There were 10 copyhold yardlands and two cottages in 1461. Barford was assessed at 
I hide in 10864 and so there were 10 yardlands to the hide, the demesne not being 
allowed for. 

Barford was enclosed before c. 1720. Bridges5 refers to 5 yardlands in c.1638, 
implying that it was still open then. 

1 Gray p. 479 from BL Cott. Tib. E V f.84. 
2 M. E. Finch, Five Northamptonshire FamiliM 1540- 1640, Northamptonshire Record Society 29 (1956) pp. 74, 

87-88. 
3 NRO Buccleuch 10--30 and court roll 2 Dec. 9 Ric. IT, in X359. 
4 Thorn and Thorn 1- 21. 
5 Bridges ii p. 72- 3. 

Scaldwell 

M 1988 
Three fields are implied in 1571 from the cropping arrangement noted for that year 

(below). In 1609 they were called1: 

Arable 

Wood Field 4 roods 
Howse Field 4 
Brook Field 8.5 

1 
2 
1.5 

Total 

5 
6 

10 Total 21 roods 

The above land is for 0.25 yardland, whence a yardland was 21 acres; the distribution 
is irregular and there were 23 percent leys. 

Many open-field orders occur in Lamport court rolls; some of those made for 
Lamport and Hanging Houghton applied to Scaldwell. As with Lamport there were 
field orders made in 1567 and 1569 which were referred to later2. The stint in 1567 was 
4 drawing beast, 4 bullocks or cows, and 40 lambs per yardland. No sheep were to be on 
their own but placed in one of the four flocks, as long used (1569). Fulbeck, brigges leys, 
plank leys, east leys, and bells piece were to be used as beast pasture when the fields 
where they lie were wheat or corn 10 days after midsummer, and when peas the 13th 
day after midsummer (1571). A rick place was noted in 1577; those who enclosed 
common ground for rick places or fencing of wood should not keep them separate 
longer than their grain or wood was kept on the ground. 

Enclosed in 17753• 

1 NRO IL 3249. 
2 NRO IL 128 mm.33, 34 (1567); IL 123 m.43 (1569); IL 123 m.20 (1571), cfIL 128 m.29. 
3 Act NRO IL 2173; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. D pA87. 
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Silverstone 

THE OPEN FlELDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE . 

Silverstone was a chapelry of Greens Norton. There were tw~ fields in the 13th century; 
a small terrier of (231 had 3 acres in one field and in the other field were 6 selions 1• Two 
fields were described in c. 1225, with an acre split between the field next to the village 
and the East Field2• 

Fields described in later terriers are complex; probably there had been assarting. An 
incomplete terrier of 1588 (1633 copy) mentions some fields but does not name the 
furlongs in them3. A map of 16084 shows Woodcrafts Field 55 acres, to the north of the 
village 'Silson Common' (field?) 306 acres, and on the west is Buttrills Field 24 acres, 
with a small Buston Field next to woodland. In 16765 4 fields, Nether Field, Black Pit 
Field, Within the hedges, and Beyond Brook, are listed with an uneven distribution in 
large pieces; furlong names are given in 16816. At enclosure in 1824 there were 5 fields, 
Backside, Ridge Knoll, Hall Hills, B1ackspit and Swinney. 

Land was described as yardlands in 14247, and a few orders are recorded in court 
rolls 1424-15658 . Some of the orders reflect th~ location of Silvers tone in Whittlebury 
Forest. William Tillesworth had wood in the highway (1426). Thomas Hykeman, 
woodward, presented Stephen Caster for cutting the lord's wood and taking a cartload 
of underwood (1436). There were pasturing rights in both Silverstone and Whittlebury 
in 1565. 

Enclosed in 18249. 

1 G. R. Elvey NRS 22 hdfield Primy Charters, i no. 96. 
2 Id. i.1l3. 
3 NRO LB 50. 
4 NRO Map 4210, copy. 
5 NRO S(G) 584. 
6 NRO S(G) 585. 
7 NRO XYZ 1390. 
8 NRO XYZ 1390-1. 
9 Act NRO G4000/1; Map 2926 (1826); Award, ML 2162. 

Stamford Baron or St Martin's Without 

M 1976 P 1773 F c. 1410 
St Martin's Without parish has 3 townships, St Martin's, Wothorpe and Burghley, 

the last being a separate vill before Burghley House was built on its site. 
The field system of St Martins is described in a field book of 1409-14131• Part of the 

title and date are torn away, but it was made during the reign of Henry IV (1399-1413) 
and during the abbacy of John of Peterborough, whose term of office began in 1,409. A 
date within 1409-13 is therefore indicated, hereafter referred to as '1410'. The survey 
was made because all the lands were in the overlordship of the abbot to whom a rent of 
l.5d per acre was due annually. It is the earliest field book so far discovered for a 
Northamptonshire township. 

The first two furlongs of the field book are printed below as an example: 

Stamforde Description of the lands there .,. in the liberty of the lord abbot of burgh ... 
Henry IV ... John abbot. 

East Field of Staumforde beyond the Bridge 
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Tenant Acres Roods Former Notes 

Gild of St Martin 
Prioress of St Michael 
Katharine Lesingham 
Richard -
Will Galdby 
William -
Prioress of St Michael 
William Lymerbren 
Margaret Tame 
Gild of St Martin 
Prioress of St Michael 

2 
3 

1 
6 
1 
1 
1 

2 
o 
1 
1 
1 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

tenant 

Hen Somner Next to the vill 

John Kryville 

Thomas Steven 

(Now) the heirs ofW. Lymerbren 

Being a headland to Henry Somner's land 
A headland between the said headland of 
the Gild and the way from Staunforde to 
Pillisgate 

Now taking in by the water on the east towards Borough abbutting on the Welande 
Master of St Thomas 1 Next the way 
Gild of St Mary 1 2 Henry Somner 
Prioress 4 0 
Anne bond 5 2 
Prioress 4 0 
Master of St Thomas 1 0 
Agnes Milton 2 
S Thomas 2 
William Locksmith 13 0 

Prioress o 

Henry Titiswell 

Called leysaker 

[idmtgied in Burgh~ dmwne of 1356 as 13 
acres belonging to Henry TztiswellJ 

The field book shows the characteristics noted for most of the N assaburgh 
Hundred, the large size of the individual parcels and the descriptive nature of the 
furlong names. Ownership or tenancy of such large parcels did not often occur in the 
remainder of the county, and then only at a late date. Most of the parcels are between 1 
and 3 acres; among them are larger blocks of 12 to 20 acres, some of which are the 
demesne of Burghley manor, and the remainder were probably the demesne of St 
Martin's, which was therefore of the dispersed type. No regular disposition of holdings is 
discernible. 

The field book describes the East Field beyond the bridge and refers to the Middle 
Field grouping them together as 335 acres. The High Field was separately described, 
being more than 400 acres. It is not clear whether there were three equal fields, nor 
whether there had been an earlier two-field arrangement, since the two major groups 
are not of equal area, nor is the first twice the second in area. 

There were three fields in 16812, with 5.75 acres dispersed in High, Middle and Low 
Fields (2.25, 2.25, 1.25 acres). The same three fields are marked on a map of 1773 and 
had the following ownership in c. 17903: 

Name LowFreld Middle Field High Field 

Lord Exeter 153 118 134 
Freeholders 33 18 20 
(three ofwlwm had:) 

Ierland 3 4 6 
Truman 16 9 1 
Cumins 1 2 I 
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The freeholders' distribution was irregular, and there were 13 owners in Low, 7 in 
Middle and lOin High Field. Exeter's land was not exacdy uniformly distributed either. 
He seems to have had sole ownership of some furlongs within the Park. The irregularity 
was probably caused by previous exchanges when the Park was enlarged. 

A Cow pasture in Wothorpe leys was agreed among the freeholders in c. 15984. They 
and the tenants could enclose their own grounds in the common fields; there were 
'ancient' rights of common in the Heath between High Field and Rugfoard, which were 
exchanged for rights in Wothorpe Leys5. 

An agreement was made with the freeholders in 1664 so that land could be 
exchanged to enlarge Burghley Park and enclose it with a stone wall6. Common of 
pasture was granted in 1665 at Wothorpe High Field, 20 acres, on the east side of 
London Road7. Several individual exchanges were made, all so that land could be taken 
into the Park. William Saxton gave 10 acres of the High Field of St Martin in 1666, at 
01dhay Nook, butting on a balk sometimes used as a highway, in exchange for 12.5 
acres in Pilsgate Nether Field, and elsewhere in the other two St Martin's Fields8. In the 
same year Robert Conmore sold 10 acres of the High Field to John, earl of Exeter9• 

Enclosed in 17951°. 
Burghley 
There seem to have been two parts to the vi1l of Burghley, one of them called Litde 
Burghley in 1337 11 • Burghley was still a functioning setdement in 1405 when the 
Bamack West Field lay next to Burleytounysende12• 

A charter of 1337 granted, from Henry de Tyddeswell toJohn de Maroun, chaplain, 
both ofStamford, a house in Little Burle near Stamford and 172 acres of arable and 10.5 
acres of meadow in Burghley, Stamford and Pilsgate, of which 125.5 acres lay in 
Burghleyl3. This property seems to be the manor house and demesne ofBurghley, and 
its descent to the Cecils can be traced through a series of deeds 14. 

A detailed terrier describes mainly large parcels, being a demesne of the dispersed 
type. The furlong names show there had been a wood ~ound) at Burghley, hence the 
leigh name, and the wong and gate (road) elements show the Norse influence common in 
the north of the county. 

In St Martin's were 30 acres in three parcels, all identified in St Martin's 1410 field 
book. There were also 21.5 acres lying in 5 parcels in'Pillesyate, which probably indicates 
that it had a separate field system. Meadow of6.5 acres lay in Burghley meadow. The 
blocks of land granted appear to be a dispersed demesne lying in three townships. 

Thefields ofBurghley are mentioned in several records 1 5 but there is no information 
as to their number, extent, or cultivation arrangements. The demesne terrier, above, 
probably describes all the furlong names, and St Martin's field book refers several times 
to Burghley fields where it abutted them. 

Burghley was still open field in 1548 when there was glebe of St Martins 'in the felde 
of Bukleye under aldhawe'16. By 1557 there were enclosures at Burghley, but still 
open-field land at Pilsgate and St Martins (that part of the demesne not in Burghley 
township 17). An enclosure date of c. 1550 is consistent with the first buildi:ng works of 
Burghley House enlarging the medieval manor house in 155618• 

1 Burghley House, Exeter Muniments (Ex) 53/35. 
2 Ex 37/11-4. 
3 NRO Map 4121; Ex 31/38. 



4 Ex 31/44. 
5 Ex 31/47. 
6 Ex 31/46. 
7 Ex 31/49. 
8 Ex 22/23. 
9 Ex 22/22/1. 

10 NRO Map 4135 (1799). 
11 Ex 22/1. 
12 Ex 76/35. 
13 Ex 22/1. 
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14 Ex 2212, from Exchequer memoranda; 22/3; 24/4. 
15 Ex 53/35, c.141O. 
16 Ex 53/38. 
17 Ex 31/42. 
18 VCH ii p.524. 

Stanford on Avon 

M 1990 
The parish contain~ Stanford and the deserted vill of Downtown. 

345 

There is no early information on the fields but a terrier of a 34-acre yardland in 
c. 1350 gives a large number offurlong names 1. They appear to occupy the whole parish 
with mention of Down Hill. Furlongs with unusually long lands were mapped during 
the field survey are presumably to be equated with donelong and estlang of 1350; there 
were wolds, possibly lying on a hill to the south where there are a few irregular furlong 
boundaries. Cold Ashby road is identifiable as the portway(to Northampton) from its 
being near Elkington Brook Furlong. Hemplow (heimeslowe), in the south-east corner of 
the parish, occurs, suggesting that Down was not a separate township. . 

The use of the term inlands along with hallfield as a location in the terrier suggests there 
was a block demesne. 

Demesne and yardlands. 

In 1086 Stanford was assessed at 1 hide 3.5 virgates, and in 1124 as 2 hides2• Down was 
probably always included in the assessments; it was in existence by the 12th century3, 
and is referred to in the 13th century4. In 1229 Stanford and Dune consisted of 36 
houses, I mill and 36 yardlands5; the abbot ofSelby was not to pasture in the Inlands6. 

There were 18 yardlands to the hide on the 1124 reckoning. 
The parish was open in 1686 according to glebe terriers which refer to 2 acres of 

pasture in the Hamme and 4- cow commons in the open field, as well as a 3-acre close 
called Calves Close in the open field on the south side ofDowne. In 1744 a small piece of 
pasture was enclosed from the waste next to the vicarage by consent of Sir Thomas 
Cave. This may have been an exchange for the 2-acre piece upon an enclosure7• 

1 J. T. Fowler The Coucher Book of Selby, 2 vols, Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical Association, 
Record Series 10 (1891) and 13 (1893) p.271. 
2 VCH i 379. 
3 Gover et al. PNNp. 74 ex Coucher Book. 
4 Coucher Book vol. 13, No. MCL VII. 
5 Id. vol. 13, p. 33'8. 
6 Id. p. 262- 3. 
7 NRO Stanford glebe terriers; 'new enclosures' occur in 1740 (Braye Catalogue 813). 
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Stanion 

M 1979 P c. 1735 F c. 1730 
Stanion fields are mentioned occasionally in Brigstock court rolls 1; South Field 1320 

and East Field 1357. In 1387 there were 4 roods in the West and 3.5 roods in the East, 
which may indicate a two-field arrangement. Yardlands were mentioned throughout 
the 14th century, and in 1440 and 1596 contained 36 acres2• 

A map of Stanion made in 1635 shows three main fields;. Upper Field, North Field 
which ran to the south of the vill, and Nether Field. Also marked are West Field and 
Conygrey Field (both demesne pastures) and other demesne closes to the north. A 
three-field system for the open-field land is indi~ated3. On the south of the brook were 
other closes, probably assart taken from Geddington Chase. Three 'several' (separate) 
common fields are referred to in 16724. 

A field book of c. 1730 has three fields, Nether, East and West5. The tabular 
explanation has in column 1 the number of parcels in each furlong (on the plan), 2 the 
number oflands, 3 the tenure, 4 the name of the holder, and in column 5 the area. The 
tenures are Gloucester Fee G, demesne D, freeholders of the manor of Nether Hall F, 
and copyholders of the same manor C, held of Brig stock manor. There is litde demesne 
tenure and other tenures are fairly mixed 'throughout the furlongs. The chiefholder was 
the earl of Cardigan, who held all types of tenure, and had large blocks in many 
furlongs. Other major holders were Rowlat and the Duke of Montagu with few other 
people, so a tenurial order is not discoverable. 

Enclosed in 17956. 

1 NRO ML 141, ff.16-20. 
2 Id. f.59, f.64. 
3 NRO Map 2991, f.2!. 
4 NRO ML 141 f.4D. 
5 NRO Buccleuch terriers. 
6 Act BSL 65; Map 2856 (1805). 

Stanwick 

~ 1968 P 1822 

Peterborough abbey estate 
Part of Stanwick was said to be in Bedfordshire as late as 13461; it is not now obvious 
where this land this would be. 

In 1086 Peterborough land was assessed as 1.25 hides in the Higham Hundred2 and 
2.5 hides in the Stodden Hundred of Bedfordshire. The 1124 survey gives the abbey 1 
hide and 1.5 virgates3• A survey made by the abbey, in about 1130, states there were 3 
hides; 2 hides were in Bedfordshire and 1 was in Northamptonshire. The land consisted 
of 9 virgates and 14 half virgates and there were 2 freehold yardlands. In the manor 
farmyard were two ploughs with 16 oxen, 1 bull, 15 pigs, 100 ewes, and the vill had 9 
ploughs4. 

This monastic survey describes 18 yardlands in all, equating to the 3 hides at 6 to the 
hide. During the 12th century 4 yardlands became freehold, some belonging toJohn 
Ashton5• An extent of the land held by William Ashton in c.1280 describes 2.5 
yardlands6. 
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In c. 1280 some yardlands contained 36 acres and some 40 acres 7• A 36-acre yardland 
remained in 1768 (below). The two sizes are intriguing, possibly representing the 
amalgamation of two estates, or differences between demesne and villein yardlands. 

A 1401 rental describes freehold in possession of John Assheton, 5 yardlands and 
another 2 half yardlands8. The villein land has each tenant named. If the first entry for 
John Assheton is to be equated with the 1280 inquisition (the rent is nearly the same) it 
should read 5 halfyardlands, which makes a total of 18 yardlands as before, 3.5 free and 
14.5 villein. 

Work service and the actual work performed on the manor at Stanwick (and other 
Peterborough demesne manors) can be determined from several account rolls. In 
1307-89 it was recorded that there were in spring 1848 works due from 14 yardlands 
from Michaelmas for 43 weeks' work (132 days pe~ yardland; 3 days per week per 
yardland) and 176 works from 2 cottars for sowing (88 per cottar, c. 2 per week), with 132 
works from 3 cottars for sowing (44 each, c. 1 per week), being 2,156 works in all. More 
work (800.5 days) was due in the autumn. 

The roll continues with great detail of how each work was used under 38 items, giving 
a good view of daily life, and the round of manu ring, sowing, harrowing, weeding, 
reaping, harvesting and carrying, as well as helping with sheep dipping and shearing .. All 
kinds of odd jobs were done such as roofing, mending walls etc. The reeve was excused 
his work-service. All other work unused had to be paid for at 0.5d per work. 

The amount of work, 3,012 days, seems enormous, as on many monastic manors. 
The total potential work listed was for 3 days per week for 51 weeks. However there 
were remissions of 12 works during two weeks at Christmas, and a week at Easter and 
Whitsun. A further 11.5 days were remitted for lesser festivals, so in effect there were 
nearly 8 weeks 'holiday'. The amount of work lost through illness and death was also 
allowed for, which averaged 5 days per yardland. The total work accounted was 2,484.5 
days, considerably short of the total. The account for 1309-1010 is more complete in 
that the works unused make up the total. Possibly in this 1308 account there was an 
error in the calculation of unused works; but the payment received agrees with the 
number stated to be unused (26s 2.5d for 529 at 0.5d each). 

Not all the farming was done through work service; salaried staff were used for 
shepherding and ploughing, there being 1 carter, 4 ploughmen, 1 shepherd, 1 dairy
maid, and 1 hayward who were full time. Other short-term workers were hired as 
needed; a reaping reeve .at harvest and carters etc. Threshing was paid for by hired 
labour. 

There were 133 acres of corn harvested using work-service. Peas were gTown but 
labour for harvesting them was hired. The seed and work-service tallies record that the 
crops were: 

wheat 
barley 
drage 

peas 

56 acres sown 
24 acres requiring 12 quarters for seed 
66.5 acres requiring 33.25 quarters for seed 
10 acres ofStJohn's requiring 7 quarters for seed 
15 acres ofStJohn's requiring 5.5 quarters for seed 

Other corn was bought in, such as rye from Irthlingborough. No two consecutive 
accounts survive so no yields can be calculated, but it would be difficult because the 
grain records do not clearly state what was the yield from the grange. As so often with 
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large estates there was much corn and other produce transferring between manors, not 
necessarily on its way to the monastery. 

Fields. There were two fields in c. 128011 • Geoffrey of Stanwick, chamberlain, 
granted 4 acres, 2 acres in the Field towards Raunds, and in the other field 2 acres and 1 
rood. 

There was a probably a three-field system in the mid 17th century when the 
Upper Field was enclosed to form enclosures still called Stanwick Pastures. The area 
taken in was about one third of the total and the names of the other fields were 
probably Middle and Nether Field. The enclosure occurred in about 1656 being made 
by the lord of the manor with the consent of the rector (who was his kinsman) and the 
freeholders 12. 

The remaining open-field land was divided into the three parts called the Field next 
to Raunds, the Field next to Chelv~ston (alias Middle Field) and the Field next Higham 
(alias Nether Field, Sand Field or Mill .FieldI3). There was the typical post-medieval 
contraction of arable with 2 furlongs next to the Pastures being common pasture and 2 
more at the south-east being left as leys. 

No furlong names of the Upper Field are known, but it was probably formed out of 
early woodland. A furlong lying next to it was called old probably for wold and a 1591 
description of the township boundary mentions nether stok in between the Upper Field 
and Chelveston 14. 

An open-field map of 182215 numbers lands in the furlongs, but no field book survives 
to explain the ownership. There are many terriers for the 17th century and later, which 
list the furlong names shown on the map. . 

.y ardlands survived until enclosure, probably because of the influence of 
Peterborough Abbey which owned about half of it. Half a yardland was 18 acres in 
176816• 

The land use in c. 1809 was arable 898 acres (open field), ley 97, village enclosures 91, 
the Pastures 492 grass and 119 arable (in the closes), meadow 179, and another 139 
acres of arable, 2,196 acres in all17 • 

The fields were enclosed in 183418• 

1 Feudal Aids- i (1899) p. 25. 
2 Thorn and Thorn 6-16; id. EB3. 
3 VCH i 377, implying that there were 6 yardlands to a hide. 
4 Socie~ of Antiquaries of London, MS 60 f.21; ff.6-25 printed by Stap1eton Camden Soc 47 (1849) 

pp. 157-83 (Appendix). 
5 Mellows Iytch1ey 1927,41- 5. 
6 Society of Antiquaries MS 60 £.232. 
7 Id. MS 60 f.233. 
8 BL MS Cott. Nero C vii, ff.1l9d-120. 
9 NRO F(M) charter 233. 

10 F(M) charter 2389. , 
11 Brooke and Postan NRS Carte NaJioorum no. 559; an undated charter that refers to people recorded in 

rentals of 1280 (Society of Antiquaries MS 60 ff.232-3). 
12 NRO Stanwick glebe terriers 1684. 
13 NRO glebe 1684; Fitzwilliam Mise. Vol. 437 (1791); terriers in X9945 (Overstone Collection). 
14 PRO DL 42117 f.194<1. 
15 NRO Map 4314. 
16 NRO X9945. 
17 NRO ZA 937. 
18 Act NRO ZA 440; Map 3020 (1838). 
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Staverton 

Two fields are indicated in the late 12th century when 8 acres lay in one part of the fields 
and 6 in the otherl. A grant of the early 13th century lists in North Field 5.5 cres (9 
parcels) and South Field 4.5 acres (9 parcels2). A charter of similar date describes in full 
the lands of one yardland less 4 acres which indicate that the yardland was 27 acres3• 

South field had 49.5 roods in 35 parcels and North Field had 42 roods in 32 parcels. One 
of the furlongs was called rielond. 

There were the same two fields in C. 12404 and as late as 1488 according to the 
evidence of a small grant of 3 acres unevenly distributed5. 

By 1733 there were three fields6. A glebe of 1.75 yardlands contained 33.5 acres in 
Roudon Side, 38.5 acres in Coombes Side and 23 acres in Hill Side. The area is difficult 
to add up; from the figures a yardland is nominally 54 acres, but if the area of a 'land' is 
taken as 1 rood and not the usual halfacre it becomes 27 acres, similar to the medieval 
estimates. Staverton was enclosed by Parliamentary Act in 17747. 

1 M.J. Franklin Daventry Cartulary NRS 35:433. 
2 Id. no. 436. 
3 Id. 453-4. 
4 Id. 470. 
5 NRO Knightley Ch 240. 
6 NRO Staverton glebe terriers. 
7 NROD3349, D1605 Bill and Act; Award, Enclosure EnrolmentVol. Dp. 385 (1775); Quality book 1774, 

D8025. 

Stowe IX Churches 

M 1986 
Stowe parish contains the two vills of Church Stowe and Little (or Upper) Stowe, 

which glebe terriers of 1686 show to be two townships. 
An extent of demesne in 1327 refers to 120 acres arable and 120 acres fallow, 

indicating a two tilth arrangement (printed in Chapter 1), and this is confirmed in 
another extent of 1360 which states there were two fields; neither extent explains that 
there were two townships 1 • 

At Church (Great) Stowe, a half yardland had only a few neighbours, mostly one 
Adam, the Carpenter family, and widow Bliss, indicating there was a regular order. In 
1684 a yardland was stinted at 50 sheep, 6 kine and 2.5 horses. Two fields are suggested 
by a tithe reference to both fields in 1684. 

little Stowe 
No field names are given in a terrier of 16842, but in Little Stowe there was flexibility in 
the field numbers, suggesting that a change from 2 to 3-fields was contemplated. The 
rating for sheep was 100 for 2 yardlands if there were two fields, and 80 if there were 
three fields, provided the other landholders did the same. At that time each yardland 
was allowed 50 sheep, 5 kine at midsummer, 2 horses and a piece for furze on the heath 
for each yardland. 

Little Stowe glebe 2 yardlands had few neighbours, most furlongs having two 
separate lands with Richard Capell and George Fretter, or Edward Maior andJohn 
Bliss as neighbours. A fixed regular order is likely and a list of meadow holders states that 
the Upper Meadow was set out at half an acre for every yardland sown in the field. The 
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list implies that there were 19.5 yardlands, many held as halves. The rectorial neigh
bours in the list were Richard Capell andJohn Bliss, and Edward Maior andJohn Bliss 
for two separate lands; three of these names occur as neighbours in the 1684 the glebe 
terrier. 

Elsewhere it is stated that there are 23.67 yardlands (probably for Little Stowe; the 
extra may be undispersed demesne). 

The Stowes were enclosed between 1684 and 17583. Baker4 says it was by private 
agreement c. 1710. 

1 NRO MTM 670. 
2 NRO Stowe glebe terriers. 
3 Id. 
4 Baker i p. 439. 

Strixton 

M 1961 P 1583 
A plan of 15831 shows full details of the furlongs grouped in 3 fields called West Field, 

Middle Field and (probably) Green Field. The map has been published, along with 
comparative field-survey plans2• A large-scale survey of furlongs next to the village was 
made before ploughing in 19663. 

Unusually, every land is drawn on the 1583 map, even though there were only 4 
owners. Cow pasture lying at the west had been arable; field survey and aerial 
photographs show that all the cow pasture was ridge and furrow. 

Strixton was probably enclosed completely in 1619, when a licence was granted to 
enclose and convert to pasture 260 acres of arable4 • 

1 NRO Map 2993, 1595 copy. 
2 D. N. Hall 'Modern sUJveys of medieval field systems' Beds. Arch. J. 7 (1972) pp. 53-66; pl.3-4. 
3 D. N. Hall and N. Nickerson, 'The earthworks ofStrixton' J. Northampton Museums andArt Gallery 6 (1969) 

pp. 22- 34. 
4 VCH iv p. 56. 

Sulby 

M 1980 
The parish contains the deserted vill of Sulby with Sulby abbey on a separate site, 

both surviving as impressive earthworks. Outside the northern approach to the abbey 
are vill-type earthworks identified as Little Sulby. 

The parish was enclosed and laid to pasture before 15381, when 1308 acres are 
described including the village site called 'aIde Sulby', 40 acres (the parish total is 1565 
acres2). 

Larged sized pastures, not called closes, were Bocherfilde 300 acres, Cote Grenefilde 
280, and Hanford filde 400 acres. These were presumably the remains of a three-field 
system, not long previously abandoned to grass. As with Pipewell abbey property at 
Elkington, the enclosures represent a depredation . by the abbey of the village com
munity; no vill survived only 'aIde Sulby' close. 

1 PRO SC6 Hen 8 2784 mm.33-8. 
2 Whellan 1876, p.851. 



Sulgrave 

M 1977 

GAZETEER OF FIELD-SYSTEM TYPES 

Two fields occurred in c. 1200, 6 acres lying in each field l . 

351 

There were two fields listed in the glebe during 1634-17392• In 1758 three areas are 
named but these are probably only geographic divisions, there still being two tilths. In 
1634 there were 53 parcels in the South Field (33 arable, 20 grass) and 48 in the North 
Field (26 arable 22 grass), indicating 42 percent grass; these figures include meadow 
pieces which are not distinguished. This is one of the few parishes that have a two-field 
system lasting into the 18th century. 

Enclosed in 17603• 

1 Gray p. 479 from BL Cott. Vesp. E XVII f.163b. 
2 NRO Sulgrave glebe terriers. 
3 Act NRO XYZ 330; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. A p. 307. 

Thenford 

M 1991 
The glebe halfyardland from 1628 to 1761 has furlongs but not fields described l . If 

the 24 lands were all half acres then a yardland would be 24 acres; there was 33 percent 
1ey in 1684. There were 7 different named neighbours in 1684, 3 people accounting for 
70 percent of the positions, strongly suggesting a regular tenurial order. 

Enclosed in 17662• 

1 NRO Thenford glebe terriers. 
2 Award NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Bp. 286 (1767). 

Thornby 

M 1976 H 
The parish contains the site of a small vill called Chiicotes, mentioned in 1086 and long 

deserted. The relationship between the early assessments and the number of yardlands 
has been given in Chapter 6. A surveyed plan of the fields has been published 1 • 

There was a two-field system in c. 12102• In 1613 one yardland lay in 3 fields called 
Wyndemyll Field 8. 75 acres, Graiethorn Field 9.5 acres, and Watermylle Field 8 acres3• 

There is no information to tell when or by whom the change was made; not a single 
terrier survives for the 400 years between those mentioned. In 1613 there was a regular 
order of tenants in the furlongs, 6 people sharing 71 neighbour places, 2 holding 77 
percent. The yardland was 28 acres and could be agisted with 2 horses, 5 beasts, 3 
bullocks and 40 sheep in 1613. 

A few open-field orders survive. ~n 1608 it was ordered that no one should cut down 
firs, break hedges, or carry bushes from any part of the town and fields4• There was a 
stray hogerell in 1612. Wood was taken in 1613 from a hedge at Crow1edge mere. There 
was also a wood near the vill in 1210. ' 

The demesne seems to have laid in groups oflands in various furlongs. A grant was 
made in 1210 of 10.5 acres in Twenty Acres near the cross5, and a virgate ofMargaret 
daughter ofNicholas de Thurnebi includes a furlong next to the spring ofSt Andrew6. 
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