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Most of the yardland figures have been calculated using the stated size of the villein 
yardlands. The use of outland here refers to half of the demesne that has been let out, not 
to a type offield system. In the meadows the demesne still had 8 yardlands worth and the 
oudand only 1 (so one had been acquired from elsewhere). The total of yardlands can be 
equated with the Domesday 6 hides as exacdy 5 yardlands to the hide plus 8 yardlands 
of unassessed demesne (which was possibly unvirgated). A decimal system was used to 
calculate the hide/yardland ratio. 

Domesday records that · there were 9 ploughlands held by 23 'villans' and 10 
smallholders4, which compares well with the 20.5 yardlands of 1565 (if one villan held 1 
yardland), 2 perhaps being lost by grants for glebe and the guild, both having a yardland. 
each. The freehold is not mentioned in 1086. In c. 1130 Oundle was assessed as 4 hides 
and 21 yardlands (1 belonging to the mill5). This also is similar to the 20.5 yardlands 
mentioned in 1565 and confirms that 5 yardlands were taken to the hide, only villein 
land being described on this occasion. 

Enclosed in 18076• 

Ashton has been printed separately (above). 

Churclfzeld was first recorded in a Saxon Charter of c. 9647. It was a separate township 
and already enclosed by 15658. Its later history is linked to Lyveden (qv). 

Elmington belonged to Crowland abbey, Lincs. Returns of grain are recorded in 
account rolls for the 13th and 14th centuries (see Wellingborough below). Ifwas 
enclosed by the abbots of Crowland during the early part of the 16th century9. 

1 See E. J. King, Peterborough .A.hb~. 
2 BL Cott. Nero C vii f. 154b. 
3 NROML 116,MLI17. 
4 Thorn and Thorn 6-lOa. 
5 Society of Antiquaries of London, MS 60 f.86d. 
6 Act NRO ZB 548/14; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Mp. 99; Map 2858 (1810). 
7 Goveretal.,Pmp.212. . 
8 ML 116 refers to the closes of Sir Thomas Tresham. 
9 I. S. Leadham The l>o11wday of Enclosures i (1896) p. 40 1. 

Passenham 

Passenham contains the townships of Passenham, Deanshanger and the hamlets of 
Little London, Holywell and Puxley, as well as two forest lodges, Shrob and Hanger, the 
last three places being of medieval origin. 

A map of 16081 shows a complicated arrangement at Passenham with small fields to 
the north, Kings Hill 75 acres, and Parsonage Field 44 acres; Litde Stow Field, 232 
acres, is at the north east, and west of the village is Breach Field, 58 acres. The South 
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Field of 409 acres may have belonged Passenham or Deanshanger. Passenham was 
enclosed before 16492• 

Deanshanger 

An extent of the demesne in 1336 had a third waste3. The 1608 map shows the whole 
parish, with 3 fields lying around Deanshanger; South Field 409 acres, North Field 262, 
and 'Deanshanger' Field 108 acres lying. on the west. The South Field lies near to 
Passenham; to the north is the extensive wood called Shrob Lawn. 

There were three fields in 17184; North Field having 3 acres (in 4 parcels), West Field 
2 acres (3 parcels), and South Field 2 acres (4 parcels). This has been printed5, and the 
neighbours can be seen to be very regular. Enclosed in 17726• 

1 NRO Map 4210 (copy), dated by O. F. Brown and G. R. Roberts, Passenham the History of a Forest Village 
(phillimore 1973) p. 229. 

2 Baker ii, pp. 187, 190, 1Ol. 
3 Gray p. 484 from PRO E 135 48 m. 7. 
4 NRO SG 166. 
5 Passenham p. 98. 
6 Award NRO 1773, Enrolment Vol. Bp. 518; Maps 3635-6. 

Pattishall 

M 1990 
Pattishall contains the vills ofPattishall, Astcote, Eastcote and Dalscote. It is not clear 

how many townships existed. 
A two-field system operated in c. 1250,80 acres having 40 sown and 40 waste. Most of 

the land consisted of whole furlongs of demesne, and since it was 4 yardlands, the 
yardland was 20 acres l . The 40 acres offallow lay in the fields of atheskot (Astcote) and 
the fields of Pattishall; the sown acres were in the fields of Astcote and and the fields of 
Edewenescote (Eastcote). This seems complex and may be a re-organized system taking 
in the fields of three hamlets, or maybe there was a single field system using the names of 
the vills as Iocational descriptions. The fields of'Escott and Dalscot' lay next to 'Gayton 
enclosures' in 16142• 

An extent of demesne taken in 1336 shows there were still 2 tilths3• A terrier of 
Eastcote made in 1653 names 4 fields4; in High South Field 9 roods (in 6 parcels), in 
Little South Field 11 roods (7), North Field 7 roods (4), and in Marsh Field 15 roods (8 
parcels). 

The glebe of 1 748 is complicated, lying in two adjacent parts that were once separate 
monastic properties; the Nether Vicarage formerly Godstow priory land and the Upper 
Vicarage formerly land of Duns table priory. Three fields plus the 'south' are described 
and have land distributed unequally; for Nether Vicarage in the ratios Grove: Ham: 
Road: South: 44: 53: 23: 145. Enclosed in 17716• 

1 BL Harl. Ch. 57 F 24. 
2 NRO YZ 2738. 
3 Gal. Inq. Post Mort. Ed1Jxzrd 3 from C 135 47 m.5. 
4 NRO S(G) 203. 
5 NRO Pa~hall glebe terriers. 
6 Bill NRO D 1308; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. B p. 424. 
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Paulerspury 

THE OPEN FlELDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

M 1973 P c.1819 (furlongs) 
The parish contains the townships ofPaulerspury and Heathencote. Paulerspury vill 

is complicated, with Plump ton End added to it at the east and ~ry End' at the west. 
Heathencote also has two parts. An article has been published with an inadequate 
plan I. The furlong boundaries and names are written on a draft enclosure map of 
c. 18192• . 

Paulerspury had three fields in 1541, Parke Field, Totehill and Mydde Field3, and 
similar field names occur until enclosure in 1819 (Fig. 7). In 1631 Depslade was an 
alternative name for Toothill Field, when it had 18 percent ley4. Additional field-names 
are mentioned in a sUIvey of 1728, but many of them are 10cational descriptions'ofparts 
of the three major fields or adjacent enclosed grounds5• All furlongs are named in this 
survey and it relates to a schematic map6. Each land or parcel has its width and length 
measured in links. . 

The minor names of 1728 were Breach Field and Stockings Field south of the vill, and 
Hall Field adjacent to the north. All of them are located on the 1819 map plus, on the 
west, Great and Little Westry Fields. These fields are not described in the glebe; they 
may have been demesne. 

A half yardland was 10 acres in 1540. 
The open-field area described in 1541 accounts for 414 acres (excluding the demesne 

and other unquantified land). A plot of identified furlongs cultivated during the 18th 
century shows that the open fields occupied only about half the total area, all to the 
north east of the vill. The Park and old enclosure accounts for most of the remainder; it is 
possible that some of the western part ofPaulerspury, if it was not demesne as suggested 
above, was another township (for Pury End?), but no evidence has so far been 
discovered. 

The Park. A park was made in 1410 by enlarging 2 older parks and taking in open-field 
land7,. In 1541 it extended to 200 acres and there were 80 acres of wood in 4 coppices, 
two of them 50 years old. There were 113 acres of pasture and 176 deer in 3 closes. 
Another smaller park was made in 1328 at Plumpton End. 

Heathencote 

Heathencote was a separate township, and had three fields in 1728, then only named as 
the Fallow Field, Peas Field and Wheat Field8. In 1819 they were called Towcester 
Field, Middle Field and Paulerspury Field. They lay west of the vill; to the east was Berry 
Hill Field, mainly leys or enclosed grounds. It was probably a block demesne. 

Both townships were enclosed in 18199 • 

I D. N. Hall, 'Paulerspury survey 1973', Milton KeynesJournal3 (1974) pp. 67- 71, plan p.133. 
2 NRO Map 2976. 
3 PRO E 315 419 f.3-8. 
4 NRO Paulerspury glebe terriers. 
5 NRO G1631. 
6 NROG439. 
7 Cal. Chart. Rolls 1314- 1417 p. 422;]. M. Steane 'Medieval ~arks' NPP 5 (1975) p. 218,229-30. 
8 NRO G1631. 
9 Act NRO G4027; Map 2976; Award ML 1405. 



Peakirk 

M 1977 
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A terrier of 37 lands made in 1716 by John Booth has detailed abuttals, and 
measurements of widths and lengthsl. The acreage of22.75 shows that many of the 
lands were more than 2 roods in size, typical of the Welland Valley. Land distribution in 
4 fields was, Coat Field 4 acres, Brook Field 16, Between Town Field 12, and 
Werrington Field 5 acres. . 

The first and last fields may have been run together. There are complications with 
Brook Field having the lesser names of Broad gate Field 'and Etton Field. It was stated 
'this farm has common in ye North Fen and Peterborough Great Fen with no limited 
number'. There were 14 neighbours, 4 people occupying 66 percent of the positions. 
There may have once been a regular order. 

Enclosed in 1809 with Helpston2• 

1 NRO Buceleuch terriers. 
2 Map 1819 and Award 1820 in NRO ML 860. 

Pilton 

M 1982 
Pilton includes part of the Lyveden Valley. It had 3 fields in 1594, a holding of2.5 

acres having 1 acre in Hasland Field, 0.5 acre in Whyte Field, and 1 acre in Church 
Field 1 • A deed of 1614 refers to the fields ofPilton2, and the glebe ofWadenhoe refers to 
'Pilton Field' in 16283• 

Tithes of part ofLyveden lying in Pilton were paid on Easter Monday at the church 
porch of Pilton4• The tithe of Bearshank wood was due on all wood under 21 years 
growth (1726). 

The glebe of 1634 describes pieces of exchanged meadow abutting the close of John 
Thurlby. Several closes are mentioned by 1643, more than would be expected for 
demesne. Enclosure therefore took place between 1628 and 1634. 

1 NRO X4990, deed 36 Eliz I. 
2 Id. deed]. Thurlby 10 Oct. 1614. 
3 NRO Wadenhoe glebe terriers. 
4 NRO Pilton glebe terriers, 1705. 

Polebrook 

M 1990 P c.1733 F c.1730 
The parish contains three townships, Pole brook, Armston and Kingsthorpe. Kings

thorpe has the site of a deserted vill, formerly belonging to Thorney abbey, Cambs. l, 
and Armston is very shrunken. 

Po1ebrook had three fields in 1554 and 1575, from reference to the 'wheat and peas 
fields' (below). In 1585 they are named, Richard Henson having land distributed 
equally in them; Horsewell Field 17.75 acres, Middle Field 18.625, and Bulmer Stub 
Field 17.375 acres. Three fields also operated in c. 1733, Nether, Latenway and Old 
Fields. A terrier had 17, 6, and 14 acres respectively in each, a very unequal arrange
ment, with few neighbours2• 
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Orders.' Large numbe~ of field orders survive for the 16th century in the Montagu 
records3• Of interest is that for 1568 demanding that each tenant make a terrier. 
Edward Montagu, whose family originated from Hanging Houghton, would have been 
aware of similar orders made at Lamport, where he still had land. Among the 
regulations for Polebrook during 1549-92 were animal stints of not more than 10 'cows 
and 40 sheep for 20 acres; the fields of wheat and fields of peas laid separate (1557, 
1575). No one should break any hedge or carry away the wood (1582) . 
. A few furlongs are named in late 13th-century charters\ including le Lynch abutting 

the stone bridge called Brocfordebrigge. A list of what are probably demesne fallow 
furlongs was made in 13655, showing that it was dispersed in large blocks. 

Enclosed in 17906• 

Kingsthorpe 
M 1990 F 1509 

There were three fields in c. 14507 and in 1509, when they were called the East Field, 
the Second Field, and the South Field. 

Kingsthorpe has copies of various 14th-century terriers made in c. 1450. A field book 
of 1509 survives in two versions, a drafts has furlongs listed in a slighdy different order, 
giving more detail than the fair copy9. Furlong names of all dates refer to the Grove, a 
piece of medieval woodland still surving. Names of c. 1450 include breche and woldlO, 
suggestive of assarting. A terrier claiming to be 'Armston' has mosdy Kingsthorpe land 
described in 157011 • There is some confusion between the furlongs ofKingsthorpe and 
Armston; they were both small with common topographical features, placed between 
Barnwell and Pole brook, and many of the documents originate from the muniments of 
StJohn's hospital, Armston, which had land in both townships. Kingsthorpe is unam
biguously described in the terriers referred to above. Armston is described in a charter12 

and in terriers of the land ofBlogwyn described in several versions 1 3 stated to be in the 
fields of Armston. 

Yardlands at Kingsthorpe and Armston are referred to before 129014• Court rolls 
also refer to yardlands in both vills in c. 138015• 

Enclosure. Kingsthorpe was open in 1509 and 1576, but in 1603, it was 'longe synce 
enclosed by Sir Edward Montagu deceased and now in the occupation of Elizabeth 
Montagu, widow' 16. The source is undated but refers to Edward Montagu, 'now Knight 
of the Bath', so identifying him as Edward Montagu Ill, knighted at the Coronation of 
James I in 1603. The second Edward Montagu, husband of Elizabeth, died in 1601 17• 

An enclosure date of c. 1580 seems likely, to explain the 'long since' of 1603 and also take 
into account that the witnesses were still able to remember where the king's lands were 
and to make a terrier. Kingsthorpe field is mentioned in 1576 implying it was then still 
open 18. Terriers made for Armston in 1569 and Polebrook 1570 may relate to 
exchanges intended to be made by Edward Montagu. The enclosures are shown on a 
map of 173319. 

Armston 
M 1990 

There were three fields in c. 127520 when 18 roods were distributed in West Field 5 



GAZETEER OF FIELD-SYSTEM TYPES 331 

roods, East Field 5 roods, and South Field 8 roods. Neighbours are given for 14 
positions, 3 persons were neighbours in 64 percent of the total, indicating that a regular 
tenurial order was likely. 

Furlong names include waltP1, and 24 furlongs are named in a 20-acre grant made 
before 125822• Similar names are given in detailed terriers of the 13th century copied in 
the 14th and 15th centuries23, but field numbers are not stated. Three fields were still in 
use in 1557 and 1575 according to regulations about the wheat and peas fields (below). 

Orders. Court rolls record many offences and field regulations as at Po1ebrook24. The 
setting of trees (1561) is similar to Lamport, as is the making of a terrier in 1570. A hedge 
existed around the township in 1586, although it was otherwise unenclosed. Orders 
made in 1557, 1561, 1565, 1569, 1580 and 1586 also apply to Polebrook. 

Among the orders were that no one taking in sheep from 'foreign towns' at the time of 
great snow, should keep them when the ground (at Armston) was scoured with snow, 
and they were to be put out of Armston fields when the snow went (1549). The fields of 
wheat and fields of pe!lS were to lie separate (1557 and 1575). Everyone with 20 acres of 
land should plant 2 sets of ash and 4 of willow in the town and fields where suitable and 
on the ground of the lord if there was none suitable, and thorn the same from rubbing or 
biting of any cattle (1561). All the tenants of Armston should make a true terrier before 
the next court (1570). All tenants in Armston should keep true and good their parts of 
the ring hedge between Armston and Barnwell, and Armston and Pole brook fields, and 
not let them fall into decay for more than one month (1586). Geese should be kept in 
yards and not in the neats' pasture or fields (1600). 

Enclosure. There was a hedge around the township in 158625, that had been set since 
1573 when there were merestones on the Po1ebrook side2~. The hedge was probably to 
prevent animal trespass from the neighbouring townships and also provide fuel. The 
fields were open in 1607 when there was still a hayward27 • Barnwell St Andrews glebe 
terriers refer to Armston Meer in 1632, suggesting it was open; 'closes' or 'pasture' would 
be expected if it had been enclosed. Bridges states that Armston was enclosed in 168328. 

1 Mellows JYtchley p. 131; the vill is described by A. E. Brown NPP 5 (1975) pp. 183-88. 
2 NRO Map 1392. 
3 NRO Bucc1euch 24-52, 53, 54, in X888. 
4 NRO Bucc1euch photostats B1.372, 375. 
5 Id.B1.472. 
6 Bill NRO WH 357; Award Enc10sure Enrolment Vol. I p. 357; Map 2108 (1791). 
7 NRO Bucc1euch 24-35, roll A, in box X888. 
8 Id. 24-35, roll B. 
9 Id. in bundle 24-40. 

10 NRO Bucc1euch photostats B1.454. 
11 NRO Bucc1euch 24-35, 24-92 in X888. 
12 NRO Bucc1euch charter photostats B1.374. 
13 NRO Bucc1uech 24-35, a large roll in X888. 
14 NRO Bucc1euch charter photostats B1.431, B1.436, B1.437. 
15 NRO Bucc1euch 24-41, X888. 
16 NRO Bucc1euch in X888, 24-40. 
17 Id. 24-53 no. 30; Bridges ii p. 350. 
18 From Hemington court orders, Chapter 2. 
19 NRO Map 1392. 
20 NRO Bucc1euch charter photostats B1.374. 
21 Id. c.1240, B1.429. 
22 Id. B1.430. 
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23 Buccleuch large roll in X888. 
24 see fn 3. 
25 Buccleuch 24-53 no. 51 in X888. 
26 Id. 24-53 no. 30. 
27 Id. 24-53 no. 78. 
28 Bridges ii pAl 7. 

Preston Capes 

M 1987 
Preston C~pes consists of two settlements and two townships in one parish. The larger 

village with the church now generally known as Preston Capes, was formerly Great 
Preston or Preston on the Hill. To the east is the small shrunken village of Little Preston, 
formerly known as Wood Preston. 

Preston had two fields, called the North Field and South Field from 1199, during the 
13th century, in 13771 and until c. 15802. The 1199 record is for 95 acres of demesne 
split between the North Field 44 acres and South Field 51 acres3• A 13th-century terrier 
had 6 acres as 0.5-acre lands, 6 in each field4• In 1377, 11.25 acres were split between 
the fields, 22 roods in the South, and 24 roods in the north. A terrier of 1.75 yardlands in 
1477 had two people holding 77 percent of the 69 neighbouring positions; there was 20 
percent of leys5. 

In 1669 there were 34.75 yardlands and a cow pasture6• Reference to Preston Middle 
Field may indicate that a three-field system had been made. In 1621 property that was 
probably demesne was 6 yardlands 7• Half a yardland was 18 acres in 14678• 

Some field orders have been printed in Chapter 2. In 1437 geese could go in the corn 
only if they were tied up, defaulters to pay 4d to the lord and 4d to the church9. Thomas 
Kecht ploughed up the balks on the lord's ground in 1444. Orders for 154710 stinted 
each yardland at 6 beast, 5 cabulls, 1 breeder and 50 sheep. No one should trespass in 
the lord's wood by stealing wood or conies or barking his trees. Not more than 1 goose or 
gander was allowed per yardland, but 2 geese could be kept until Christmas. Other 
orders are of the usual type; the admonition to repair the pinfold shows that this 
seignurial responsibilty had been passed to the tenants as a condition of tenure. 

An undated and unprovenanced list of orders occurs in the Knightley Collection. 
From the witnesses it is clear that it refers to Preston and the caligraphy indicates a date 
of about 1650. The usual range of orders is recorded 11. . 

Preston was enclosed in the mid-17th century. An agreement of 1659 between Sir 
Richard Knightley ofFawsley and other major owners lead to enclosure in 1661. At the 
'official' enclosure in 1669 there were already closes in the tenure of people to whom 
they subsequently did not belongl2. It has been suggested that enclosure at this time was 
encouraged because of increased demand for meat 13. 

Wood. Preston Wood is referred to as a '~ove called the Yurleswode' in a grant of the 
vill, fields and wood in 136514• Between 1442 and 1454 the bailiff,John Colles, and 
others, sold much timber without licence; animals got into the wood and caused 
damage. It was enclosed with a ditch and a post and rail fence 15 and was the property of 
the lord. Underwood was sold and large timber was used to repair the manor house and 
other houses in the village. Manorial meadow was supplemented by 3.5 acres in 
Abthorpe and 3 acres in Grimscote. 
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littk Preston 

A demesne, mentioned in 1226, was called inland and included a garden, pasture for 
sheep 'beyond a park', and pannage for pigs within the park. In 1327 there was a chief 
messuage with herbage and fruit, 120 acres in demesne, 4 acres of enclosed pasture, and 
various pieces of dispersed demesne pasture, a wood, and a fishery, with 10.5 
yardlands 16. 

No furlong details survive. In 1432, 40 oaks were to be left in the outer mounds of the 
wood, until the adjacent sale called Assheby Hewen was cut, to repair the manor and 
houses 17. Licence was given in 1525 to remove 18 trees and odds of oak, ash, maple and 
asp growing in the borders or meres of Litde Preston and in the bounds of the Preston 
woods. Trees within 11 yards of the borders of the wood 'next to the enclosures of Peter 
Collis' shows that there were several enclosures. 

1 NRO K Ch 106. 
2 NROKI55. 
3 Pipe RoU Soc. 24 (1900) p. 151. 
4 BL Egerton 3033 f.92. 
5 NROKI55. 
6 NROK56-7. 
7 NRO K48-53; K59, K67. 
8 NROK343. 
9 NRO Knighdey court rolls A.iv.l8, and A.i~.IO. 

10 Id.A.iv.9. 
11 NROKI54. 
12 NRO K56-7; the final proceedings were enrolled in Chancery in 1674, stating that enclosure had 

occurred 13 years previously, PRO C 78 1928 (12). 
13 E.M. Leonard, Enrolled Decrees of Clumcery 1928, referring to Preston. 
14 NRO K Ch. 97. 
15 NRO Knighdey court rolls A.iv 4,6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16. 
16 PRO C 135 1 (5) m.4. 
17 NRO K232. 

Radstone 

M 1973 
There were two separate vills in the parish, Upper Radstone, which is shrunken, and 

Nether Radstone, entirely deserted, as well as a wood called Short Grove. There were 
two townships; the boundary between them is marked on an undated map of c. 16001 

and is confirmed by field-system studies. The two-setdement arrangement cannot be 
related to the recorded manorial descent and most likely has a Saxon origin. Not much 
detailed information has been found for Lower Radstone. 

What is probably Upper Radstone had two fields in c. 1225, South Field and North 
Field2, and the same two names were given for the glebe yardland in 1705-83• Twenty 
one ridges (or lands) laid in each field; hence 1 yardland was 21 acres. 

Magdalen College, Oxford, had a yardland in Upper Radstone described in a terrier 
of 1694 copied, in 17404• From the 1694 names and abuttals and the enclosed field 
names marked on a map of 18125, the furlongs of Upper Radstone can be identified. 

Demesne imd yardlands. In 1279 most of the manor was in hand with sales of corn ricks, 
animals, butter, and milk. There was a staff of a reeve, mower, and cowherd, each paid 
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