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11 NROLT 18. 
12 Allison et al. Deserted Villages p. 47. 
13 NRO D 2491; I(I..) 1917. 

Oakley Little 

M 1980 P 1727 F c.1730 
The village lies on the Harpers Brook and had several coppices of medieval woodland 

at the north. 
There were three fields in 1450, implied by the names Middelfeld and Westfeld in 

which halfa yardland was dispersed l . The glebe of1632, 1684 and 1730 shows that only 
the south was cultivated2• The fields were, west to -east, Upper or Farther Field, Middle 
Field, Nether or Mill Field. In 1632 land in Tow Hill (Litde Hill) furlong was next to the 
Hall land suggesting some dispersed demesne. Near the vill was 'Hall Piece'. 

Oakley has two fieldbooks of c. 17303• A tabular version gives furlongs and fields, each 
furlong having numbered parcels, the number oflands in each, the holder's name, and 
the area. A plan of 1727 probably relates to the survey4. There were three fields, all lying 
south of Harpers Brook: 

Field Total Area Uys 

Upper 120 3 21 0 3 2 0.6 percent 
Middle 130 0 13 39 3 15 30.6 
Nether 158 0 11 21 0- 36 13.4 

Cow pasture 73 0 21 
Town 32 2 28 

The amount of ley varies among the fields, averaging 15 percent. There had been 
consolidation of lands with many gToups of 3- 7. 

A surveyed plan of the open fields has been publisheds, discussing the amount of 
assart and contraction ofploughland by the 16th century. Fourteenth-century charters 
give furlong names north of the vill, thornlulwe (1368), stok/cyng (1373), schakeldenesle (1382) 
and sheir hill, showing that wood once reached almost to the settlement (from the 
locations of the names). The north was allowed to revert completely to ley by 1539.6 • 

A series of field orders for 1554 covers the normal range of items, specifiying the 
number of sheep that could. be kept by each tenant and refers to the tenants making 
balks to mark off the demesne and the parsonage lands7• Later orders survive. In 1776, 
220 acres of the 'common field' were ploughed, used as follows8:' 

73 acres of beans yielding 2 quarters per acre valued 
37 acres of wheat yielding 2 quarters at £l.75 per acre 
37 acres of barley yielding 2 quarters at £1 per acre 
73 acres fallow 

£146 
£130 
£146 

In 1697 the tithe wood in Broken Dale and Sallow coppice was £20 per acre9. 

In 1611 the vicar of Geddington claimed tithe of soft wood, maple, hornbeam, ash, 
crab, thorne, and willows in Wafer Sarte anciendy part of Geddington 1 o. Enclosed in 
180711 • 
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1 NRO Buccleuch charter 29 Hen 6 in Box X377. 
2 NRO Little Oakley glebe terriers. 
3 NRO Buccleuch 16-1- 1 in X379, and Buccleuch terriers, which also swvey the vill. 
4 NRO Map 1386. 
5 D. Hall 1984, Medieval Approaches, p. 57; text p.49. 
6 Map 4321, NRO Buccleuch, 16-18 in Box X377. 
7 NRO Buccleuch 16-98, Box X379. 
8 Id. Box X377, 16-9. 
9 Id. Box X377, 16-5. 

10 Id. Box X377, 16-l. 
11 NRO Award Enclosure Enrolment Vo!. N p. 433; Map 2844. 
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Three fields are described in 18th-century terriers of quarter yardlands; Wood, 
Nether and Acre Fields, distributed in the ratio 13:18:11 and 11:20:13 roods. A 
yardland of 42-44 acres is indicated 1. 

The glebe of 1744 describes South, Wood and Acre fields with lands and leys in the 
ratio 52: 33: 35 and having 18 percent ley. Wood Field had 16 named neighbours 
holding 34 positions of which 4 people held 68 percent. There was probably a regular 
order2. 

Enclosed in 17673. 

1 NRO Overstone Box 740 now in X9922; see NROJHR 146 for 1689. 
2 NRO Old glebe terriers. 
3 NRO Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Bp. 258. 

Oundle 

M 1981 F 1565, 1686 
Oundle is a regional centre and included the townships of Oundle~ Ashton, Elming

ton, the vill of Churchfield, and the Peterborough abbey grange and park at Biggin 1. 

An extent of the demesne made in 1392-4 shows there were three fields; 66 acres in 
Inhamfeld; 95 acres in Howefeld; 84 acres in Holmefeld2. The three fields were called 
Hill Field, Howhill Field and St Sithe's Field in a field book of 1565 and in its 1686 
version3. The enclosure map of 1810 (with Ashton) shows Hill Field, Howhill Field and 
Scythe Field as well as Biggin Park, Hill Wood Closes and Parsons Wood. 

The 1686 transcript of the field book adds the current tenants' names. Tenure, 
land-use Qey or arable) and the area are given for each land, with furlong abuttals. 

Descriptions of the deme~ne in 1392 and later show that it was mainly dispersed in 
blocks of furlongs, and the field book shows that there were a few furlongs of demesne 
next to Burystead manor. The 1565 field-structure of Oundle a,nd the number of 
yardlands and their relationship to early assessments is given below: 

Tenure rardlands Acres 

Villein 20.5 584 (hence 1 yardland is 28.5 acres) 
Demesne [4] 114.5 
Outland [4] 116 stated to be demesne in a grant of c.1550 
Freehold [7.5] 208 

glebe [1] 32 
guild [1] 32 

Total 38 
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Most of the yardland figures have been calculated using the stated size of the villein 
yardlands. The use of outland here refers to half of the demesne that has been let out, not 
to a type offield system. In the meadows the demesne still had 8 yardlands worth and the 
oudand only 1 (so one had been acquired from elsewhere). The total of yardlands can be 
equated with the Domesday 6 hides as exacdy 5 yardlands to the hide plus 8 yardlands 
of unassessed demesne (which was possibly unvirgated). A decimal system was used to 
calculate the hide/yardland ratio. 

Domesday records that · there were 9 ploughlands held by 23 'villans' and 10 
smallholders4, which compares well with the 20.5 yardlands of 1565 (if one villan held 1 
yardland), 2 perhaps being lost by grants for glebe and the guild, both having a yardland. 
each. The freehold is not mentioned in 1086. In c. 1130 Oundle was assessed as 4 hides 
and 21 yardlands (1 belonging to the mill5). This also is similar to the 20.5 yardlands 
mentioned in 1565 and confirms that 5 yardlands were taken to the hide, only villein 
land being described on this occasion. 

Enclosed in 18076• 

Ashton has been printed separately (above). 

Churclfzeld was first recorded in a Saxon Charter of c. 9647. It was a separate township 
and already enclosed by 15658. Its later history is linked to Lyveden (qv). 

Elmington belonged to Crowland abbey, Lincs. Returns of grain are recorded in 
account rolls for the 13th and 14th centuries (see Wellingborough below). Ifwas 
enclosed by the abbots of Crowland during the early part of the 16th century9. 

1 See E. J. King, Peterborough .A.hb~. 
2 BL Cott. Nero C vii f. 154b. 
3 NROML 116,MLI17. 
4 Thorn and Thorn 6-lOa. 
5 Society of Antiquaries of London, MS 60 f.86d. 
6 Act NRO ZB 548/14; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Mp. 99; Map 2858 (1810). 
7 Goveretal.,Pmp.212. . 
8 ML 116 refers to the closes of Sir Thomas Tresham. 
9 I. S. Leadham The l>o11wday of Enclosures i (1896) p. 40 1. 

Passenham 

Passenham contains the townships of Passenham, Deanshanger and the hamlets of 
Little London, Holywell and Puxley, as well as two forest lodges, Shrob and Hanger, the 
last three places being of medieval origin. 

A map of 16081 shows a complicated arrangement at Passenham with small fields to 
the north, Kings Hill 75 acres, and Parsonage Field 44 acres; Litde Stow Field, 232 
acres, is at the north east, and west of the village is Breach Field, 58 acres. The South 
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