
GAZETEER OF ElELD-SYSTEM TYPES 317 

1638, but by 1753 had been divided into three fields called Grant Slade Field, Long 
Field, and Rye Hill Field 10. 

The demesne was 400 acres, dispersed in blocks of whole and half furlongs, each 
enclosed with a hedge until 1602, when an enclosure at the south west of the parish was 
created by an agreed exchange 11. There were 42 yardlands in the township in 1761 12. 

Final enclosure took place in 1 761 13• 

1 NRO Map T215. 
2 BL Add Ch. 22320. 
3 BL Har!. Ch. 84 I 25. 
4 BL Egerton 3033 f.18. 
5 BL Egerton 3033, f.21 d. 
6 PRO SC 1221/6. 
7 NRO SSF(B) Belle 31. 
8 Id. 
9 NRO ZA6051. 

10 NRO SSF(B) Bundle 83. 
11 PRO C78 116 (6). 
12 NRO ZA 6051. 
13 Act NRO G1259; Award (1761) ZA 6051. 

Moulton 

Moulton .had 3 fields in 1430, called North, South and West Fields1• From 1684 until 
enclosure the 3 fields were called North, Hum and Park Fields. In 1684 lands and leys 
(mostly half acres) were in the ratio of 39: 23: 26, with 34 percent leys. The North Field 
had 35 positions shared between 3 people of whom 2 had 97 percent, indicating a 
regular order. The glebe 2 yardlands had 88 lands, about 44 acres, suggesting a 22-acre . 
yardland2• 

There were 84 yardlands in 1772 (enclosure). Enclosed in 17723. 

1 Gray p. 483 from BL Cott. Vesp E. xvii ff.304-9. 
2 NRO Moulton glebe terriers. 
3 Act NRO 0 .2738; Award 1773, Enclosure Enrohnent Vol. Bp. 480; Map 2678. 

Naseby 

M 1976 
The southern end of the vill is called Nutcote, but there is no evidence of a separate 

field system, and the name is not recorded until 1630 1. A plan of the open fields has been 
published2 with furlong names. Greenhall has transcribed a map of 1630 and also shows 
the great fields as marked on a map of 18223• 

During the fieldwork survey, made in 1976, green ends, rick places (at SP 692 776), 
and green furrows were observed. A windmill mound at SP 6862 7716 is likely to belong 
to the mill referred to in the late 13th century4. 

There were three fields in the late 13th century, and until enclosure, their names 
were: 

East Field 
South Field 
West Field 

c. 1290 

18 lands 
15 
15 

8 acres 
7 
7.75 

1630 1822 

Shepshoks Old Mill Field 
Chapel Field 

Turmore Field Spinney Field 
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In a charter of c. 1290 the distribution oflands between the fields was fairly unifonn, a 
yardland being dispersed in 48 parcels, mosdy as half-acres, in 48 different furlongs5. 

Pleonastic names at that date ~ongelangelond, shepaxhox) suggest the names were 
already old. The demesne consisted of large parts of furlongs, some given to Sulby 
Abbey during the 13th centuryf>. The 1630 map marks Hall1and next to the manor 
house, suggesting that much of the demesne was consolidated near the vill. 

Mastin refers to crops and to a pasture agreement for setting down grass at the parish 
extremities in 17337• Court orders survive for 1803-298, which are unusually detailed 
for so late a date. Among them were (1803) that no mare or horse was to be flitted 
whithin 100 yards of growing crops. A yardland stint in 1806 was 28 sheep in summer 
and 24 in winter. Enclosed in 18209. . 

1 NRO Map 4-916. 
2 D. Hall, R. Harding, and P. Martin, 'Naseby parish survey' CBA Group 9 Newsletter, 10 (1980) 4-8-57. 
3 R. L. Greenhall Nosthy a parish hirtory (1974), pp. 23, 25 from NRO Maps 2166, 4-916. 
4- BL Add. Ch. 22,324-5. 
5 BL Add. Ch.22,331. 
6 BL Add. Ch. 22,325 and 22,330. 
7 J. Mastin The Hirtory and Antiquities of Nastby (1792) p. 16. 
8 NRO YZ 7403-4. 
9 Award 1822 Enclosure Enrolment Vol. N pA75; Map 4-916 (1822). 

Nassington 

.Nassington, extending to 2,406 acres, lies in the Nene valley and adjacent to Rocking
ham Forest. The open fields and related closes were 1593 acres in 1609, the remainder 
being woodland. Apethorpe and Wood Newton had meadow intermixed with the 
meadows ofNassington, but these were used only for hay crops, commoning afterwards 
being reserved for N assington. Other intercommoning rights with neigbouring villages 
are described below. 

There were 3 fields in 1551. Two fanns let to N assington tenants were distributed as 
follows l : 

South Field 
West Field 
North Field 

40 lands 
4-9 
30 

120 lands 

15.5 acres 
17.625 
10.25 

4-3 acres 

30 lands 
24-
30 

84-1ands 

10.5 acres 
7 
13.875 

31 acres 

A survey of 1609 showed there were still three fie1ds2, South Field, 327 acres, West 
Field 403, North Field 390, Meadows 191, Cow pasture 43, Short alias college close 165, 
with Nassington vill, houses and closes 118 acres. 

A holding of 17723 was distributed among the ·same 3 fields; North Field 18 acres, 
South Field 14 acres, West Field 25 acres with meadow 20 acres. 

The survey made in 1551 included a detailed account of the village, followed by the 
fields; each furlong has detailed abuttals, followed by the size of each parcel with its 
abuttals. Sometimes tenants' lands touched, but usually the king was the neighbour. 
The survey also noted the the complex and extensive commoning rights: 

Nassington had common for cattle and sheep in Rockingham Forest. 
Cattle were not driven daily but left in the forest, distinguished from other cattle by 'a common 

marke', being a 'crowne'. 



GAZETEER OF FIELD-SYSTEM TYPES 319 

Cattle had full walk in the forest without let or hindrance. In the open fields the rate of stinting 
was I cow for each 4 acres in the field, and 1 sheep per acre, not exempting any cattle in the 
forest. 

Each cottager was allowed 3 beast and 10 sheep. There were 52 cottagers, so there were 156 
beast and 440 [sic] sheep in the whole lordship. 

[fhe husbandmen] had 320 beast besides 80 oxen for ploughing and 800 sheep commons, 
although half of both these commons were abated to the cottagers. 

There was intercommoning between Newton and Nassington in Nassington South Field, and 
in Newton East Field. Nassington and Fotheringhay used to intercommon in their adjoining 
fields, but 16 years previously F otheringhay men enclosed off their field. 

Nassington and Yarwell intercommoned throughout all their fields. 
Near the bridge at Newton, on the north ofFotheringhay Great Park, were 3 acres of pasture 

used by Fotheringhay, in return Fotheringhay repaired the causeway. 
There was an enclosed ox pasture for Nassington. tenants who paid the lord [rent]. 
There was no wood in the manor, but in Rockingham Forest 3 woods called Farmes, Short 

Wood, and Nassington Spyers were used by the tenants of Sir Walter Mildmay for herbage 
and pannage for cattle and swine without payment of rent. They also had similar commons 
in Sulehay Wo<?<i in Yarwell, and in other woods where the tenants ofCliffe and Stanion had 
rights. 

Nassington was enclosed in 1777 with Apethorpe, Wood Newton and Yarwell4. 

1 NRO W(A) 4.xvi.5. 
2 NRO W(A) 4.xviii.5. 
3 NRO W(A). 7 .vii. 
4 Act W(A) 4.xi.3; Map 2879-80; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. F p.l. 

Newbottle 
M 1993 

Newbottle parish contains the townships of Newbottle and some of Charlton and 
some of Astrop and the deserted vills of Litde and Great Purston, which it shares with 
King's Sutton. A glebe terrier for 1666 notes that 16 yardlands of Astrop and 14.5 of 
Char1ton were in Newbottle1• Newbottle township was enclosed by 1621, some 300 
acres as early as 14882 • No open-field information has been discovered. 

Astrop 
A terrier of 16333 has no fields named. There were 13.5 acres (33 parcels) of arable and 
5 acres (10 parcels) ofley, being 18.25 acres total plus 4 poles of meadow. There was 
therefore 27 percent ley. King's Sutton had 61 yardlands of Astrop, making 77 in all. 
Enclosed in 17724. 

Charlton 
The glebe names 2 fields in 1627, the East Field (3 lands) and North Field or Newbotde 
side (3 lands, 1 1ey). A third entry of 3 lands is described in 1682 as being on the Heath 
Side Fields. There was probably a 3 course system. Only 6 neighbours occurred in 1627 
with 3 people having 71 percent of 17 positions, probably suggesting a regular order. In 
1666 hemp was grown. The fields at enclosure in 1 772 were called Overside, Heath and 
West Fields. 

Charlton was enclosed in 17725. 

1 NRO Newbottle glebe terriers. 
2 NRO Map 5099; Allison et al. p.43. 
3 NRO SAS 34; YZ 1046 has 4 fields in 1712. 
4 NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. D p. 59 (1773). 
5 Award (1773) NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. D p.l. 
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Newnham 

THE OPEN F1EIDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

M 1982 P 1764 (furlongs) 
Newnham was fonnerly a chapelry of Badby. Furlong boundaries and names are 

marked on the draft enclosure map of 17641• 

There were two fields in 1618 before they were changed to 4 fields for a short time, 
finally settling to 3, as printed fully in Chapter 4. The work service listed for Newnham 
in c. 1380 has been printed in Chapter 2. The demesne was a block shared with Badby 
and enclosed in 1592, as described in Chapter 5. 

Orders. In 1618 thirteen free holders and tenants made orders 'as before'. Many of the 
orders are linked to agreements re-ordering the number offields, printed in Chapter 42• 

Other undated 17th-century orders occur3. An increase in the cow pasture was made in 
1699 and 17064• 

Tenurial cycles. A yardland in 1198 was described as that lying next to the neighbouring 
yardland5. No furlongs were given, implying there was a regular order. 

A list of the doles in three of the meadows made in 1552 gives the follo~g 
names6: 

Est Medowe 

1 John Heme 
2 Thomas Smyth 
3 Henry Wryghte 
4 Henry Thomton 
5 Henry Thomton 
6 Nicholas Somerfyld 
7 Henry Thomton 
8 Heirs of Richard Bayle 
9 Gregory Cox 

10 William Bery 
11 Agnes Cooke widow 
12 Richard Church 
13 John Croft 
14 John Spense 
15 Nicholas Ground 
16 John Hancock 
17 Dyers ground to Henry Thomton 
18 Towys ground 
19 Henry Nutt 
20 Edmund Frynde 

21 John Sutton 
22 Atkyns ground to Nicholas Somerfylde 
23 Richard Chamberleyne 
24 Elizabeth Frynde 
25 Richard Cooke 
26 Henry Freman 
27 Mary Frynde 
28 William Plume 
29 Miche1 Cokks 
30 Agnes Spens 
31 Nicholas Blaby 
32 Thomas Leson 
33 Dyers ground to Nicholas Somerfylde 
34 Heirs of Richard Bayle 
35 Henry Hynde 
36 John Bayle 
37 - Bodyngton 
38 Heirs of Cokks 
39 Richard Cooke 
40 JohnHeme 

An identical set of names occurs again for Estmore, Copedmore and Leymore, 
except that position 39 is Bodyngton and 25 and 26 are reversed. This cycle of tenurial 
names represents 40 yardlands and was the same in the furlongs. A rental of 1542 for 
Newnham7 has 24 of the same family names holdingyardlands as in 1552, and'13 of the 
same people holding a yardland each, further confinning that a position in the cycles 
represents a yardland. Regular tenurial cycles in furlongs occur in the leys of the cow 
pasture, described in 1699 and 17068. 
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A terrier with the 1552 meadow lists describes 961ands in various furlongs. Nicholas 
Blaby and Nicholas Somerfyld are neighbours in 19 cases, and Somerfyld is a neighbour 
with Blaby or someone else 43 times. Often in the entries with no Somerfyld, Blaby 
occurs. This shows that the tenurial order recorded in the meadows occurred in the 
lands also, but, as with Ashby St Ledgers, it is more devolved in the lands. Examination 
of the meadow list shows that the terrier describes a yardland lying in position 32, 
belonging to Thomas Leson. 

Newnham and Badby each had 48 yardlands, of which 40 were copyhold, and 20 
more yardlands of demesne were shared between them 9• 

Newnham was enclosed in 1764 by Parliamentary Act; some detailed papers 
survive 10. 

1 NROMap3140. 
2 NRO Th 155; Th 154. 
3 NRO Th 160-1 
4 NROTh 168. 
5 Pipe Roll Socie!y 24 (1900) p.147. 
6 NRO Th 563. 
7 NRO Th 1632. 
8 NRO Th 168. 
9 NROTh406. 

10 NRO Th 704-7; Act K470; Award (1764) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. B p.156. 

Newton Bromswold 

M 1967 
Newton field system was complicated by sharing part of Bus co tt, an ancient township 

in Higham Ferrers (qv). Five acres of glebe land lying in a block of31 lands was said to be 
'in Buscott in the parish of High am Ferrers'l. At enclosure in 1800 Newton proprietors 
held 102 acres of Buscott. 

A plan of Newton earthworks made in 1967 has been published2• Photographs of 
some of the-earthworks and the last remaining ridge and furrow in 1986 have also been 
illustrated3• The fields and furlongs have been identified by analysis of a quality book4, 

and using the enclosed field-names given by several estate maps and schedules 180{}- . 
1856 (see Chapter 3 and Figure 65). 

The glebe shows there were four fields from 1633 until 1800, called, Park 6 acres, 
Little 4, Middle 8, Great 9.7.5 acres with 5 acres in Buscott. As suggested by the 
acreages, Park and Little Fields were grouped together (in the 1800 enclosure descrip
tions), forming a three-course tilth. Many of the glebe parcels were of one acre, possibly 
suggesting that it was a grant of demesne, in which case the demesne was dispersed. 

Eight people occupied the neighbouring positions in 1633, 5 of them taking up 90 
percent of the total. In the case of a small vill this is not necessarily proof tl.tat there was a 
regular order, as the people mentioned probably represent most of the farmers. 

In 1800 the land use was6: 

Grass in fields 
Arable in fields 
Common land in fields 
Old inclosure 
Total 
Buscptt 

146 acres 
438 acres 

92 
127 acres (including 3 glebe closes in the fields, 25 acres) 
803 acres 
102 acres 
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Enclosed in 18007• 

1 NRO glebe terrier 1726. 
2 Deserted Medieval Village Research Group 1973. 
3 M. Morris Domesday reuisiJed; a travelkr's guide 1987 (Severn Publishers). 
4 NRO X3474; see Chapter 3. 
5 NRO; 1800 S(R) 159; 1800 YZ 4144; 1832 YZ 7173; 1856 YZ 4150; 1856 YZ 4163. 
6 NROX3474. 
7 Act NRO CAM 61; Award (1803) ~nclosure Enrolment Vol. K p. 327. 

Newton Willows 

M 1971 
Fonnerly there were two vills, Great Newton and Little Newton, each with a church, 

both being chapels of Geddington. The first vill survives as a shrunken settlement 
without its church, Little Newton is deserted but the church survives, the tower and 
spire only being medieval. A plan of the fields has been published 1. 

Charters of 1366 and 1385 refer to the fields of Great Newton2, implying that there 
were separate field systems for each vill. Another charter of 1379 refers simply to 'the 
fields of Newton'3. Great and Little Newton manors are mentioned in 1424 and a 
messuage and land in Great Newton in 15144. The 1385 charter describes 3 acres in 
detail, and refers to Wood Field. Six parcels have 5 different neighbours, only one of 
them mentioned twice5• 

In 1380,60 cows and calves from Newton were trespassing in the forest where they 
had no common right. Orders and offences are given in court rolls of 1590-16; 

meadows were to be stoned, and horses and pullets trespassed in the fields. The 
Newtons were enclosed by' the Treshams in c. 16057• Title deeds of 1629 refer to closes8• 

1 D. N. Hall, 'Newton Willows, Northants' CBA NewsleUtr 4 (1974) pp. 27- 9. 
2 NRO Buccleuch 10-1912 in X349. 
3 Id. 10-19/7. 
4 Id. 10-19/9; 114. 
5 Id. 10-19/5 in X349. 
6 NRO Buccleuch, Geddington court roll 3 Ric.n in X351. 
7 E. F. Gay, 'The Midland Revolt and the Inquisitions of Depopulation' Trans.Royal. Hist. Soc., NS 18 (1904) 

pp. 195-244. 
8 NRO Buccleuch in X349. 

Northampton 

P 1632 
Northampton had three fields in 1373, called East, North and South Fields, in which 

a holding was distributed as 6, 4.5 and 7.5 acres 1. A terrier of a 'carucate' made in the 
14th century, described the same 3 fields, East, 32 acres, Middle, 17.25 acres, and North 
Field, 31.25 acres2. 

A map of the land formerly belonging to St. Andrew's Priory, made in 1632, shows 
the exact layout of the arable furlongs, pastures and meadows with a heath along the 
Kettering RoadS. Lands are listed in the North Field 104 acres, Middle Field 94 and 
South Field 71 acres. Some of the commoning rights have been printed4• 

An 18th-century engraving of Northampton from the south west shows some lands 
with standing shocks of corn. The lands have the aratral curve marked and there seem 



GAZETEER OF FIELD-SYSTEM TYPES 323 

to be narrow greensward balks between them5. Northampton common fields were 
enclosed in 17786• 

1 NRO Northampton Borough Records no. C 42. 
2 BL Cott. Vesp. E xvii f.299b. 
3 NROMap4671. 
4 VCH iii p. 23. 
5 Cover illustration of MP 5 no.4 (1976). 
6 Act NRO CAM 83; Award 1778, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. E p. 519; Map 691 (1779). 

Norton 

M 1988 
The parish contains two townships, Thrupp and Norton. Thrupp is completely 

deserted and may have been at Thrupp Grounds Farm, although no earthworks are 
visible. The debris lying under Borough Hill, described by Baker l , is the site of a Roman 
building. 

Norton had two fields in the 13th century~ a terrier describing 61ands (3.5 acres) in the 
West Field and 6 lands (2.75 acres) in the East Field2. These had been changed to 3 fields 
before 1583 when they were called Stanford Hill Side, Hopitt Side and Blakewell Side3. 

The last field was enclosed by agreement and exchange soon after. The remaining area 
was divided into 3 fields called Stanford Hill Side, Middle Feld, and Hopit Side4. 

There were 2 manors each with demesnes of 4 yardlands in 1583 and a yardland was 
32 acres5• Field orders for 1597 noted that each yardland should have 4 horses and 40 
sheep; no hay cocks were to be left longer than 4 days after those of others were carried. 
Orders for 1649 cover the usual range of items6• 

One of the three fields, Blakewell Side, was enclosed in 1583-96; many details of 
exchanges survive giving very precise measurements of each land7• The enclosure 
seems to have taken some time, as lands were still being exchanged in 15968 . The 
remainder ofNorton was enclosed by Parliamentary Act in 17559. 

Thrupp 
Two fields, East and West, are described in several terriers of Daventry Priory land in 
c. 130010. Half a yardland is twice stated to be 9.5 acres, hence one yardland is 19 acres. 
In the East Field were 21 roods (9 parcels), and the West Field 21 roods (13 parcels), 
showing an equal distribution. There were few neighbours, the Braunfield family lying 
nearly always on one side and the Herberd family on the other; a regular order is likely. 

Thrupp was still open in 1450 when lands and pasture in the vill and fields were 
grantedll . It is said to have been enclosed in 1489 by Daventry Prioryl2. Thorpe Hedge 
is mentioned several times in the Daventry field book of 1571, and in 1581 Sir Thomas 
Tresham kept sheep on the pasture and meadows ofThrupp l3. 

1 Baker i p. 425. 
2 NROTh 497. 
3 NROTh520. 
4 NRO Th 470. 
5 NRO Th 520d. 
6 NRO Th 467; Th 1873. 
7 NRO Th 520; 469-74, 513-4, 518-9. 
8 NROTh514o. 
9 NRO Award, noting 25.75 yardlands. 

10 BL Cott. Claud. D xii f. 93. 
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11 NROLT 18. 
12 Allison et al. Deserted Villages p. 47. 
13 NRO D 2491; I(I..) 1917. 

Oakley Little 

M 1980 P 1727 F c.1730 
The village lies on the Harpers Brook and had several coppices of medieval woodland 

at the north. 
There were three fields in 1450, implied by the names Middelfeld and Westfeld in 

which halfa yardland was dispersed l . The glebe of1632, 1684 and 1730 shows that only 
the south was cultivated2• The fields were, west to -east, Upper or Farther Field, Middle 
Field, Nether or Mill Field. In 1632 land in Tow Hill (Litde Hill) furlong was next to the 
Hall land suggesting some dispersed demesne. Near the vill was 'Hall Piece'. 

Oakley has two fieldbooks of c. 17303• A tabular version gives furlongs and fields, each 
furlong having numbered parcels, the number oflands in each, the holder's name, and 
the area. A plan of 1727 probably relates to the survey4. There were three fields, all lying 
south of Harpers Brook: 

Field Total Area Uys 

Upper 120 3 21 0 3 2 0.6 percent 
Middle 130 0 13 39 3 15 30.6 
Nether 158 0 11 21 0- 36 13.4 

Cow pasture 73 0 21 
Town 32 2 28 

The amount of ley varies among the fields, averaging 15 percent. There had been 
consolidation of lands with many gToups of 3- 7. 

A surveyed plan of the open fields has been publisheds, discussing the amount of 
assart and contraction ofploughland by the 16th century. Fourteenth-century charters 
give furlong names north of the vill, thornlulwe (1368), stok/cyng (1373), schakeldenesle (1382) 
and sheir hill, showing that wood once reached almost to the settlement (from the 
locations of the names). The north was allowed to revert completely to ley by 1539.6 • 

A series of field orders for 1554 covers the normal range of items, specifiying the 
number of sheep that could. be kept by each tenant and refers to the tenants making 
balks to mark off the demesne and the parsonage lands7• Later orders survive. In 1776, 
220 acres of the 'common field' were ploughed, used as follows8:' 

73 acres of beans yielding 2 quarters per acre valued 
37 acres of wheat yielding 2 quarters at £l.75 per acre 
37 acres of barley yielding 2 quarters at £1 per acre 
73 acres fallow 

£146 
£130 
£146 

In 1697 the tithe wood in Broken Dale and Sallow coppice was £20 per acre9. 

In 1611 the vicar of Geddington claimed tithe of soft wood, maple, hornbeam, ash, 
crab, thorne, and willows in Wafer Sarte anciendy part of Geddington 1 o. Enclosed in 
180711 • 
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