
GAZETEER OF FlELD-SYSTEM TYPES 313 

A 1716 plan of the furlongs and parcels exists; it has no written informations. 
Enclosed in 18076. 

1 NRO Buccleuch 25-72, in X989. 
2 Id. 25- 55 in X8677. 
3 NRO Luddington glebe terriers. 
4 NRO Buccleuch terriers. 
5 NRO Map 1389. 
6 NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. N p,433; Map 3003 (1808). 

Lyveden 

M 1982 
Lyveden is not a parish, but is shared between the parishes of Aldwincle, Benefield 

and Pilton and possibly Brigstock, (as well as Oundle ifChurchfield belongs to it), and is 
best described in its own right. The parish divisions are ancient for in 1316 the rector of 
Aldwincle claimed part of Lyveden to be tithe able l. It lies in a lonely valley in 
Rockingham Forest, still surrounded by woodland, and seems to be a township (possibly 
including Churchfield). Apart from Lyveden New and Old Builds, there are the 
deserted vills of (Lower) Lyveden and Churchfield, and the recently identified Upper 
Lyveden (SP 98838711, 15 acres). 

A charter written at Potters Lyveden in 13272 refers to a messuage with 3 lands in the 
croft adjacent and parcels in named furlongs. Luzecotes (Luscote) is referred to as assart. 

Part of the area was enclosed within a park by the Treshams in 1540, some of the 
rampart still survives. Oundle field book of 1565 refers to Churchfield closes3• Luscote 
was enclosed before 15834• 

1 PRO C 47161711. 
2 NRO BruJ.vi.29. 
3 J. M. SteaneNPP5 (1975) p.227; NRO ML 116. . 
4 M. E. Finch, Five NorthamptJJnshire Families 1540-1640, Northamptonshire Record Society 29 (1956) pp. 69, 

74. 

Maidford 

M 1988 
From 1560 until enclosure in 1779 there was a three-field system, with South, West 

and North Fields l . In 1560 a yardland, reckoned at 24 acres, was distributed as 8 acres 
in each field and had a stint of 40 sheep and 6 beast or horses. A yardland in 16632 

totalled 25.75 acres and was distributed as below: 

Arable Lty Total 

North Field 6.5 1.5 8 acres 
South Field 4.5 3.5 8 
West Field 6.5 2.25 8.75 

17.5 7.25 25.75 

There was 28 percent ley, and 13 neighbours were mentioned 50 times in all, three 
occupying 60 percent of the positions, implying a regular order. Th:e glebe 35 acres was 
distributed unevenly in the proportion of88:62:81. There was 14 percent of the area ley 
in 1684. 
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Demesne. During 1514-64 the demesne consisted of a messuage, cottage, 200 acres of 
arable, 40 acres meadow, 10 acres pasture and 20 acres ofwood3• By 1585 it seems to 
have been enclosed, and two other closes, Duncrofts and Effeley End, were made after 
an arbitrated dispute4. It is probable that the demesne had been compact. 

Tardlands and hides. In 1086 Maidford was assessed at 2.2 hides with 5 ploughlands, of 
which 1 was in demesne. There was a wood 1 by 4 furlongs (40 acres5). In 1124 the vill 
was assessed at 2 hides and 2 small virgates6, implying there were 10 yardlands to the 
hide. 

A yardland was 20 or 22 acres in 1597, similar to the values given above. The 200 
acres demesne was probably 10 yardlands. 

Orders. Many open-field orders and offences are mentioned in Maidford court rolls; 
there are also lists of fines from persons who broke them. Some have been quoted in 
Chapter 2 from the period 1568-1696. Offences for 1657 give a little more detail than 
usual, with reference to turkeys and to hoggs rooting up the field7• 

Woodland. Wood mentioned in 1086 was probably that still lying in the northern part 
of the parish where there are old enclosures and a spinney called Armeley. The 
enclosures have narrow ridges of probable 19th-century date, and were not part of the 
open fields. They are most likely assarts, possibly those mentioned as the lord's property 
in 1772, when they totalled 50 acres and were said to be contiguous to the wood8 . The 
wood of Armeley was mentioned in a charter of 13659. Furlong names suggest the 
presence of more assarted woodland at lawnies close and old land. 

Enclosure. Enclosures were first mentioned in 1585 10• There had been 'divers contrar
ies and striffes' about the use of common pasture for beast and sheep in Maidford fields, 
and arbitrators were appointed. It was agreed that William Trist, the lord, could have in 
severalty all his ground, woods and coppices already enclosed (the demesne), and he 
could also enclose Duncrofte and Efeley End. He should have passage for cattle through 
Watergalls Slade, but leave a drift way between Efeley Coppice and Efeley End of30 
feet. In return he should have no commons on the open fields except for 2 lands called 
town leys, and he could still have brakes and thorns on the Heath and Grenehill. 

The remainder of the parish was enclosed in 1778 by Parliamentary Actll. 

1 Deeds in NRO Grant (Litchborough) in Box X5280. 
2 NROX5280. 
3 NROX5265. 
4 NRO Fennor-Hesketh Baker 4, formerly Phillips MS 17,572. 
5 Thorn and Thorn 23-8. 
6 VCH i p. 372. 
7 NRO EB 240; 236 mA8. 
8 NROD625. 
9 NRO K Charter 100. 

10 NRO X5265, deed 27 Eliz.l. 
11 NRO YZ 6317; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Gp. 496; there were 28 yardlands. 

Maidwell 

M 1975 
A plan of the fields made by ground survey has been published 1 • 
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Three fields are implied by account rolls of 1318- 19, the first having Suth Feld and 
West Feld thisyear, and the other North Feld and Suth Feld, written at the end of the 
membrane 2 • There is no explanation, but they are doubtless the bailiff's working notes. 

Three fields are mentioned in i 4273 with land distributed unequally between them in 
a small terrier; North Field (3 roods), West Field (8.5) and South Field (5 roods). The 
land belonged to a house lying next to that of Robert Bush and he was a neighbour 4 
times out of the 8 where neighbours are given, suggesting a regular order in both the vill 
and fields. 

The glebe of 1686 does Il:ot give the fields, although Dale Field and Neather Field are 
mentioned incidentally. There was a cow pasture and 32 percent ley. Ley was men
tioned in the demesne pasture in 13184. Neighbours in 1686 occupied 33 named 
positions, six persons having 79 percent of the places, indicating disintegration of a 
regular order. A terrier of 1316 gives 13 furlong names with numerous neighbours and 
no fields specified5. 

Orders. Several early orders occur in court rolls. In 1378 there was default of work 
service and trespass in barley. Fines were variously shared between the lord, the 
hayward and the church in 1430-32. In 1435 five people collected the wages of the 
swineherd and cowherd6. 

Demesne. The demesne was in hand in 1318- 19, for which two half yearly accounts 
survive7• Payments for cutting and making hay, reaping, carting with food provided, 
and stipends for a carter and drover, suggest some use of hired labour. Animals kept 
were 2 cart horses, 1 foal, 1 young horse, 5 oxen, 2 cows, 2 calves, 3 pigs, and 3 geese. 

A low level of work service, listed and not valued, was probably still demanded. This 
would seem to be confirmed from the 1378 court roll recording default oflabour service. 

12 works from 6 customary tenants for carriage in autumn with food 
8 works from 8 cottar tenants for carriage in autumn with food 

Work without food 
24 works from 6 villeins for carrying corn 

5 works from 5 villeins for cutting corn 

Both the half-yearly accounts list the quantities of grain received and quantities reserved 
for seed. It is not immediately obvious which totals belong to which in terms of 
calculating the yield. The total of crops was wheat 15 quarters, barley 9.6, rye 8, peas 
and beans 2.75, and oats 27 quarters. At Maidwell rye was grown more extensively than 
in many places, reflecting the qualities of the light ironstone soil in the parish that suited 
it. 

The demesne was still in hand in c. 13548. Pasture was let out, and a grain account 
was made. There was expenditure on 4 pitch forks, and for women who turned peas in 
the grange and looked after piglets. Wages were paid for 3 ploughmen from Michael
mas to Easter, and for 1 shepherd and 1 cowherd. 

Maidwell was enclosed between 1686 and 1 711 according to the glebe, probably in 
16919. 

I D. Hall, CBA Group 9 Newsletter, 6 (1976) pp. 29-31, attributed to the late Arthur Goldsworthy who helped 
with the survey. 

2 NRO FH 397-8. 
3 BL Add. Ch. 22,269. 
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4 NRO FH 397. 
5 NRO FH 3021. 
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6 1378 NRO FH 418; 1432 FH 395; 1430 FH 394; 1435 FH 396. 
7 April-Michaelmas 1318, Michaelmas-AprilI318-19; NRO FH 397-8. 
8 .NRO FH 350. 
9 NRO Maidwel1 glebe terriers and FH 2799. 

Marham 

1976 
An undated map of c. 1580 shows there had been 4 fields. Marholm Nether Field was 

in the course of enclosure. Bellam Field, Rames Ditch alias Hall Field, and Mill Field 
were still open 1• If the Hall Field was an intact demesne then a 3-field system probably 
operated. A map of Milton dated 1582 names Goodluck Field and North Field in 
Marham2• In 1594 much of the Hall Field was enclosed by making exchanges with the 
tenants3• 

Enclosure was complete before 16254 when a detailed survey was made of all the 
closes. In all 1,147 acres are described, lying in 26 closes, as well as the 214 acres of 
Goodlucks in Milton. These closes can be identified on a map of 17725. 

1 NRO Map 1241. 
2 NRO Map 1202. 
3 M. E. Finch Fwe Northamptonshire Families p. 116 from F(M) Box 565, terrier no. 15. 
4 NRO Map 1239. 
5 NRO Map 1072. 

Morton Pinkney 

M 1973 
The furlongs and fields of Morton have been identified from the locational names 

given in a survey of enclosed farms of 1796 (in the inclosure award) and from the 1848 
tithe map 1 , relating them to furlong names and abuttals collected from terriers referred 
to below. 

The fields of Mort on were divided into two from the date of the earliest information 
in the 13th century until the end of the 16th century. Two fields existed in c. 1200, when 
2 acres were distributed as 4 half-acre lands, 2 in each of the East Field and West Field2• 

A 13th-century grant of pieces of dispersed demesne mentions the same two fields and 
gives furlong names and parcels called 'rugges'. There were 8 acres in the East Field and 
12 acres in the West FieldS. Other small grants made in the 13th century show an equal 
distribution oflands between the fields4. 

An undated terrier of the 15th century describes 12 acres of'Prestland'5. In the West 
Field were 14 lands in 14 different furlongs totalling 6 acres, and in the East Field there 
were 13 lands in 13 furlongs also 6 acres. An exactly uniform division and dispersion is 
therefore evident. There were 8 different neighbours for these 27 lands of which five 
people held 82 percent of the positions. There probably was originally a fixed order of 
tenants in the furlongs, but by the 15th century there had been exchange or breakdown 
of whole yardlands to arrive at the arrangement revealed by the terrier. 

The same 2 fields existed in 15666, but by 1601 they had been re-arranged into three 
fields called East, West, and South Fields 7• This arrangement continued until 16228 and 
in 1624 reverted two a two-field system by default, when the West Field was enclosed by 
agreement9. Two fields, the South and West then continued to be used in 1630 and 
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1638, but by 1753 had been divided into three fields called Grant Slade Field, Long 
Field, and Rye Hill Field 10. 

The demesne was 400 acres, dispersed in blocks of whole and half furlongs, each 
enclosed with a hedge until 1602, when an enclosure at the south west of the parish was 
created by an agreed exchange 11. There were 42 yardlands in the township in 1761 12. 

Final enclosure took place in 1 761 13• 

1 NRO Map T215. 
2 BL Add Ch. 22320. 
3 BL Har!. Ch. 84 I 25. 
4 BL Egerton 3033 f.18. 
5 BL Egerton 3033, f.21 d. 
6 PRO SC 1221/6. 
7 NRO SSF(B) Belle 31. 
8 Id. 
9 NRO ZA6051. 

10 NRO SSF(B) Bundle 83. 
11 PRO C78 116 (6). 
12 NRO ZA 6051. 
13 Act NRO G1259; Award (1761) ZA 6051. 

Moulton 

Moulton .had 3 fields in 1430, called North, South and West Fields1• From 1684 until 
enclosure the 3 fields were called North, Hum and Park Fields. In 1684 lands and leys 
(mostly half acres) were in the ratio of 39: 23: 26, with 34 percent leys. The North Field 
had 35 positions shared between 3 people of whom 2 had 97 percent, indicating a 
regular order. The glebe 2 yardlands had 88 lands, about 44 acres, suggesting a 22-acre . 
yardland2• 

There were 84 yardlands in 1772 (enclosure). Enclosed in 17723. 

1 Gray p. 483 from BL Cott. Vesp E. xvii ff.304-9. 
2 NRO Moulton glebe terriers. 
3 Act NRO 0 .2738; Award 1773, Enclosure Enrohnent Vol. Bp. 480; Map 2678. 

Naseby 

M 1976 
The southern end of the vill is called Nutcote, but there is no evidence of a separate 

field system, and the name is not recorded until 1630 1. A plan of the open fields has been 
published2 with furlong names. Greenhall has transcribed a map of 1630 and also shows 
the great fields as marked on a map of 18223• 

During the fieldwork survey, made in 1976, green ends, rick places (at SP 692 776), 
and green furrows were observed. A windmill mound at SP 6862 7716 is likely to belong 
to the mill referred to in the late 13th century4. 

There were three fields in the late 13th century, and until enclosure, their names 
were: 

East Field 
South Field 
West Field 

c. 1290 

18 lands 
15 
15 

8 acres 
7 
7.75 

1630 1822 

Shepshoks Old Mill Field 
Chapel Field 

Turmore Field Spinney Field 
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