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The St Peter's 1682 glebe shows that a yardland was 26 acres, calculated from a half 
yardland, which compares well with the 1214 amount. Eight people were neighbours in 
the glebe yardland and three of them held 64 percent of the positions, suggesting a 
slightly disintegrating regular order. All Saints also had halfyardland that went with a 
cottage 'opposite the old churchyard of the devasted church' (1780). 

In the 18th century the Dean and Chapter of Peterborough had 14 yardlands of 
which a tithe of 1 in 30 shocks belonged to the rector of All Saints. This was a third of a 
tithe, probably of the demesne. The meadows were divided into hides, Shittle hide being 
mentioned in 1682. Among the 13th-century furlong names is aldeborugh which is the 
fortified Iron Age and Roman site on a promontory near Crow Hill, and may have 
given its name to Irthlingborough. Details of manorial adminstration are to be found in 
account rolls for 1307-8 and 1309-105• 

Enclosed in 18086• 

I NROML 126. 
2 NRO Irthlingborough glebe terriers. 
3 Brooke and Postan CarteNativorum NRS 20 (1960); 380-92, 520, 547, 555, 557. 
4 Id. 547, 392; the furlongs lie in the whole area. 
5 NRO F(M) Charter 233 and F(M) 2389; see E.]. King, Peterborough Abbey pp. 180-1. 
6 Act NRO ZA 904; Award (1813) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Mp. 264. 

Islip 

M 1989 
In 1647 Islip had 5 fields 1, a terrier describing in Over Field 9 acres, Hens10w Field 

7.75 acres, Towne Field 14.25 acres, Hie Field 5 acres, and Chappell Field 5 acres. The 
glebe of 1631-1,795 describes only 3 fields, unequally distributed; in' 1771 Town Field 8 
acres, C1apgate Field 9 and Allege (Huxlow) Field 24 acres. There were 10 named 
neighbours in 1631 sharing 37 positions, 3 of them held only 38 percent, showing an 

, irregular arrangement2• 

The 1124 survey returned 1 hide belonging to Westminster abbey and this was stated 
to be 5 virgates in 12843. Yardlands were mentioned in 1349, 1440 and in 1596 when 
they were 36 acres in extent4 . ' 

Court rolls of the 15th century yield a few furlong names, and an account roll of 
1462-4 records payment to John Peyntis of Denford, 'fremason', for making a new 
chancel in Islip churchyard for £14 13 4d, and there was pasture in hand at Fyngford
weye, lying in the falwefeld (fallow) fields. In 1472 the orders of the village were to be 
maintained with half the fines paid to the church6• 

Enclosed in 18007• 

1 NRO SS 3795. 
2 NRO Islip glebe terriers. 
3 VCH iii p. 216. 
4 NRO ML 141 tr.48, 60, 71. 
5 NRO SS 2475. 
6 NRO SS 3588. 
7 Award (1801); NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. K p. 251. 

Kettering 

P 1727 F 1727 
Some detail of the fields of Kettering can be found in the published histories 1• 
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Three fields were in operation in the demesne in 1341, 200 acres of the 300-acre 
demesne being sown2• There were three equal sized fields in 1727, the acreages given 
below are taken from a tabular terrier and a fieldbook3. These terriers are identical 
apart form the format and explanatory comments; they are numbered, probably 
referring to a map of 17284. For each furlong there are columns giving the names of 
subdivisions (called hides), the number on the map, the number of each parcel within 
the hides, the number oflands in' each parcel (called 'yardparts'), the owner's name, and 
the area in acres roods and poles. 

Acres Roods Poles 

Nether Field 688 1 33 
Middle 645 3 29 
Upper 667 2 0 
Brown Hill 83 3 34 
Cransley butts 82 3 15 
Wad Croft 10 1 3 
Hall Closes 414 3 24 

The furlongs were divided into four hides called Leasing, Roughton, Roe and 
Browns hides. The last three had 'ten yardland parts' (ie 10 lands), except for butt hides 
. and irregular parts. The Leasing hide generally had 13 lands because 3 lands (yard
lands) of the glebe 'is fixt to it', but the other 10 lands in this hide 'are equal' (regular). 

There were 47.25 yardlands in all; the 43 described, 0.5 yardland of John Warner 
added to Leasing, and the remaining 3.75 yardlands 'promiscuously scattered in the 
hides' (tabular terrier, signed by John Brasier). All those people with land in the hides 
had right of common, but holders of acremanland did not. This last type of land is only 
described in the tabular terrier. 

The meadow ofKingsholme was divided into the four hides, there being 40 divisions 
or doles in all (fieldbook p. 11). Each meadow was divided by marker stones into half 
hides, there being 5 doles between each stone. The meadow hide names were different 
from those of the fields: Barn, Sparrows, Fisher, and Hackleton alias Barton Holme. 
The names of the hides seem to be those of Kettering people; Brown, Roughton and 
Sparrow are names recorded in 1777 militia lists5. 

There had been a fixed order within the hides, still surviving fairly intact in 1727, as 
shown with the owners of the 10 lands of Rough ton hide in four furlongs (page numbers 
refer to the field book). 

Dock Home lAy (p. J 0) CrownJuun P14in (p. J 0) lAngbmys Red Grass (p. 8) 
begin south begin south children (p. 8) begin north [here reversed] 

1 Satt Mills Satt Mills John Green J. Green & S. Mills 
2 John Billing John Billing John Billing John Billing 
3 Henry Nevison John Belcher Henry Nevison Thomas Page 
4 John Meadows John Meadows John Meadows John Meadows 
5 George Warner Abr. Wilden, G. Warner Peter Haselwood Peter Haselwood 
6 Lady Danvers Thomas Rowlat Thomas Rowlat Lady Danvers 
7 Lady Danvers Thomas Rowlat Thomas Rowlat Lady Danvers 
8 Duke ofMontagu Duke of Montagu Duke ofMontagu Duke of Montagu 
9 Duke of Montagu Duke of Montagu Duke of Montagu Duke of Montagu 

10 Samuel Roughton Samuel Roughton Samuel Roughton Samuel Roughton 
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There is much repetition of names in the same position. Five of the positions have the 
same name in all 4 furlongs. The order may be more regular than it appears. If two 
people share a yardland then two names will occur in a given position, probably 
alternately in each furlong. 

A schematic map has been published by R. A. Martin showing the location of the 
scattered lands in a yardland belonging toJohn Green6• At the time of the enclosure, in 
1804-5, there were 48 yardlands and there was an enclosed demesne of 407 acres 
(called the Hall Closes;7). The demesne was already enclosed in 15878. 

Demesne furlongs are named in an account roll of 1309-10. Among the crops sown 
were drage, 22 acres; oats 117 acres, and peas 16 acres. Farm staff were 1 servant, 1 
hayward, 1 carter, 1 dairymaid, 1 cowherd, 3 shepherds, and other part-time boys. A 
man looked after 32 animals 'in the marsh', probably Borough Fen. There was rent for 
40 yardlands and work-service was due for 5,928 days from 38 yardlands and 416 works 
from 4 half-yardlands. Full details of how it was used are given and 2,760 unused works 
were paid for by the villeins9. Similar details have been publised by Wise for 129210, and 
Bull quotes some information from the earliest cartulary of c. 113011 • 

The demesne was called 'Hallefelde' pasture and arable in 154312 and had a warren. 
The Hall Field was said to be pasture in 1585 and is shown enclosed on the map of 
158713• 

For an analysis of Kettering yardlands from 956-1803, see Chapter 6. In 1804, 1 
yardland had 4 horses, 4 cows, 32 sheep; 1 cottage common 1 cow and 1 heifer. The 
yardland was 45 acres gross (from enclosure total of open-field land). The plotted 
yardland of John Green was 36 acres in 69 parcels. . 

Enclosed in 180414• 

1 F. W. BullA Sktch of the history ofKettering(1891, Supplement 1908); C. Wise The Compotus ofKettering Manor AD 
1292 (1899). See also King, Peterborough Abbey. 

2 Ketteringp.10, from BLAdd. Man. 39,758. 
3 NRO Buccleuch terriers. 
4 NRO Map 1387, original in Westfield Museum Kettering, sketched outline in Bull Supplementp. 7. 
5 V. A. Hatley, Northampton Militia 1777NRS 25 pp. 106-10. 
6 Northamptonshire Past and Present 5 (1977) pp. 414, 421. 
7 Id., whole article pp.413-24. 
8 See below; map in NRO FH 272, redrawn in Bull Supplement frontispiece. 
9 NRO F(M) 233. 

10 Compotus and E. J. King, Peterborough Abbey. 
11 Kettering p. 5, from Society of Antiquaries MS 60. 
12 Ketteringp.12. 
13 Ketteringp.13; NRO FH 272. 
14 Act NRO ZA 917. 

Kilsby 

M 1989 
The parish was once a chapelry of Barby l and further connection of the two is 

indicated by a detached part of Barby, called Barby Nortoft, lying within Kilsby 
township. In 1777 Kilsby had common rights on the common field called Barby 
Nortoft, belonging to Barby parish. A road across the fields ofKilsby allowed Barby to 
have direct access to Nortoft2• 

In 1389 the vicarage had a glebe of27.5 acres split between 3 fields; 3.5 in the East 
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Field, and 12 acres each in the West and North Fields 3 . The'equality in the last two fields 
strongly suggests that there had been two fields (compare Boddington) arid that the third 
was taken out of them or was assart. 

In 1705 and until enclosure in 1777, there were three fields; Crick Way Field, Knole 
Field and Haufurlong Field. These were probably unequal in size, the glebe of 1 711 
being distributed in 8, 21 and 21 parcels respectively ~ands and leys), similar to 1389; in 
all probability this is the identical glebe4. Its distribution shows that the field structure 
did not change in four centuries. 

In the late glebe terriers, neighbours are predominandy members of the Cowley 
family, which may indicate a former regular order, if this represents a holding split 
between Cowley heirs. 

As with Crick the demesne was called Hall yardlands (8.25) and was in possession of 
several freeholders by the 18th centuryS. In 1777, there were at 36.25 yardlands, 28 of 
them called customary yardlands6• Domesday assessed Kilsby at 2 hides7, the same as 
11248 so the hide equates to 18 yardlands. 

Kilsby was enclosed in 17779. 

1 Baker i 40 1. 
2 NRO D 3241. 
3 NRO Th 661. 
4 NRO Kilsby glebe terriers. 
5 NROD3690. 
6 NRO D3241 and enclosure papers, f.n.9. 
7 Thorn and Thorn 12-3. 
8 VCR i 371, there called 'Gildesboru'. 
9 Act in NRO X5402; Award (1778) Enclosure EnrolmentVol. E. p. 277. 

King's Cliffe 

M 1972 
King's Cliffe lies in Rockingham Forest surrounded by the ancient woodland of 

Westhay, Morehay and Sulehay, most of it once extra parochial. The parish covers 
3,642 acres, but the vill with its fields and meadows extended to only about 1,250 acres. 
There was also a park, disparked 1592-8. Part of Apethorpe was intermixed with King's 
Cliffe. 

There was a three course tilth in the fields in c. 1750 when the parish consisted of: 

Field Arable Closes 

Calveyhay Field 98 44 acres 
Morehay Field 189 61 
Westhay Field 242 23 
Thorpe Field 39 
Park Field 152 

Button Field 64 
Other closes 46 

Totals 720 238 acres 

The information came from a field book now lost. The rector made the arable total 
760 acres of which 500 were ploughed as wheat and peas fields (Tithe book ofWilfred 
Pyemont, rector 1726-59). A standard three-field tilth was thus in operation. 



GAZETEER OF FIELD-SYSTEM TYPES 305 

The number of fields was complex, the first fiv~ of the above being marked on the 
enclosure map. All six fields occur in the glebe of 1627, with Button Field later being 
included as part ofCalvehay Field. It is probable that Thorpe, Calvehay and Park Fields 
were run together; they lie contiguous and are listed together in the glebe terriers 1 • 

The neighbours of the 1627 glebe are specified in 49 cases and show there was not 
much order, 11 out of22 people were mentioned once only; 7 people held 57 percent of 
positions. 

Common forest rights. There were rights of stint in the forest: Rockingham Forest was 
divided into three administrative regions called bailiwicks, being those of Rockingham, 
Brigstock, and Cliffe. Within Cliffe Bailiwick were seven forest vills; King's Cliffe, 
Apethorpe, Duddington, Fotheringhay, Nassington, Wood Newton and Yarwell. Lying 
nearby and haVing common rights within the woodland of the Bailiwick were Benefield, 
Bulwick, Deenethorpe, Glapthorn, and Southwick2• The administration details are 
described by Pettit, the local court dealing with offences and orders being called the 
swanimote. 

An example of the business of the court is given in 15053• William Fermor of 
Woodnewton cut green trees within the forest; Robert Lowther, rector ofBlatherwyke 
cut down an elm filling 6 carts; the parker of Cliffe, the foresters of Morehay Lawn, 
Westhay, and the woodwards of elreswood, estowod, Collyweston Wood, Laxton Wood, 
and Fyneshade reported that all was well. 

Orders at the King's Cliffe Swanimote c. 1592, 'for the preservation of game and for 
better quitances of commoners' were (paraphrased)4: 

Before Holyrood a survey should be made in Moorehey, Westehey and Sewley (Sulehay) 
by verders and regarders to see what mast is to be taken that year for the Queen over and 
beside that for the commoners. 

2 As they do find the mast so the rate for pannage will be determined. 
3 No swyne are to be placed in the time of mast in the covert of forest but such as is kept for 

their own lard, to be killed that year. 
4 No one should put swyne in the forest without commons. 
5 No cottager is to put swyne contrary to order. 
6 No unringed hoggs are to enter. 
7 Two pounds (are to be made) in Moorehaey, 1 in Westehey 1 in Sewly. 
8 The forest should not be driven more than once in 15 days. 
9 No horse or other beast is to enter unless marked with the town brand. 

10 No one is to impound a marked beast. 
11 If a commoner take another man's horse or animal he shall be fined 20s. 
12 No cattle are to be foddered. 
13 No steers above 4 years should go in the vert. 
14 Cattle are to be kept in a herd. 
15 Every township shall make their ferres between their fields, and the covert commonly 

called the forrest hedges according to the assize of the forests the same shall preserve and 
maintain lawfully, fine 6/8d. 

16 No grass shall be cut in any coppice. 
17 No acorns in the forest should to be gathered. 
18 No mastives, mongrels or great doggs should go in the forest unlawfully. 
19 No wood should to be taken in the coverts for mending covert hedges-without assignment 

of the woodward or keeper. 
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A list of 'faults punishable' in the forests in c. 1650 included overcharging the 
commons by hoggs, geese, goats, sheep, and horses5• 

Enclosed in 18096• 

1 NRO King's Cliffe glebe terriers. 
2 Pettit Rtryal Forests, pp. 11-13, 18-33. 
3 NRO Bru. E.xxiii.2. 
4 NRO Bru E.xxiii.6. 
5 NRO Bru. E.xxiii.4. 
6 Act NRO CAM 90; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Mp. 372; Map 2860 (1813). 

Kislingbury 

~ 1974 fl F 1612 
Kislingbury has a field book of 1612 which has been used to identify the furlongs, 

fields and demesne on a field-survey plan 1. A small part of the south of the parish seems 
once to have been a separate township called flardwick, absorbed into Kislingbury by 
the 14th century2. 

There were 2 fields in the 13th century, a terrier of2 acres, describing one acre each 
in the East and West Fields3• These had changed to 3 fields by 1340, when East Field 
had 3.75 acres in 11 parcels, South Field 4 in 11, and West Field 1.5 in 5 parce1s4. 

An inquisition of 1360 confirms 3 fields (below), as does a detailed demesne terrier 
made in the 15th-centuryS. The field book of 1612 describes 3 fields and each furlong 
has numbered lands stating the name of the owner and tenant and acreage. There are 
also terriers of m~y of the individual farms made from the field book. Using the field 
book statistics and enclosed field-names in conjuction with the field-survey plan, most of 
the furlongs have been identified. No regular order is discernible in the field book. The 
glebe shows the same fields, South, East and West, continued until enclosure6• 

Demmze and yardlonds. The demesne . of the large manor is described on several 
occasions; in 13277 it consisted of 400 acres of arable and 25 acres meadow; in 13608 

there were 3 carucates, two parts sown and the other third in common and waste, with 
20 acres meadow. By 14399 there were 28 yardlands in demesne with tenants holding 
32 houses and 32 yardlands. Only a single manor survived in 161010, when there were 
57I\yardlands let out. 

Two separate manors are listed in Domesday for.Kislingbury, two-thirds of the tithes 
of both being acquired by St Andrew's Priory, Northampton in 1178. The lands are 
detailed in 14th-century terriers 11 which show that both demesnes were of the dispersed 
type lying mainly throughout the fields, with one block next to the main manor 
house. 

The lands of both manors lay adjacent, in blocks of6 to 8 lands, suggesting that once, 
before 1066, there had been a single manor. A plan has been publishedl2. The precise 
position of each block of demesne in a given furlong is not always known, but this makes 
no difference to · the overall pattern. There had been much re-arrangement of lands 
between the 14th century and 1612, but some of the early blocks of demesne can be 
identified because the grass ends still belonged to the lord in 1612, even if the rest of the 
land was let to a tenant. 

The estate offlardwick in the south of the parish has been identified from a furlong of 
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that name, and from the furlong names described in a 13th-century terrier which all lie 
in the south and not in the other parts of the fields 13. 

Enclosed in 1779 when there were stated to be 80 yardlands l4. 

I Hall in Medieval Approaches, 1984, pp. 50-1; 62. 
2 Hall 1985, in Hooke Medieval Villages. 
3 BL Cott Tib. E V f.30b. 
4 BL Add. Ch. 22,078. 
5 BL Cott. Vesp E xvii f.300. 
6 NRO Kislingbury glebe terriers. 
7 PRO C 135 12 m4; Gal. LPM. vn (1909) no. 12. 
8 NRO M(TM) 670. 
9 NRO M(TM) 671. 

10 NRO M(TM) 679. 
11 BL Cott. Vesp. E xvii ff.283 and 298. 
12 Hall in Medieval Approaches, 1984, p. 62. 
13 NRO YZ 3637. 
14 Act NRO BSL 18; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Gp. 301; Map 2853. 

Lamport 

M 1988 F 1583 
Lamport parish consists of the townships of Lamport and Hanging Houghton, each 

with its own independent field system. The manor of Lamport included most of 
Lamport township with substantial holdings in Hanging Houghton and Scaldwell from 
at least 1501. 

Charters give furlong but not field names 1• The earliest dated (1298) names many 
furlongs lying throughout the township with one neighbour predominating, showing 
there was a regular order of tenants2. 

In 1503 there were 3 fields called West Field, North Field and East Field which 
occupied all the township3. A terrier describes 62,59 and 42 lands respectively, and in 
the West Field 3 of the 8 neighbours held 79 percent of the positions, probably 
indicating a regular order (the lord held 55 of the 114 places). 

Partial enclosure took place in 1570-1576, removing all the land west of the Market 
Harborough road (see below). The remaining ground was divided into three fields 
that are fully described in a field book of 15834• It was probably made to see how the 
land laid after numerous exchanges, and so that the 10rd,John Isham, could see how 
best to pursue his policy of buying out freeholders5• The same field names were used in 
1601 6• 

The fieldbook lists every furlong in each of the three new fields, giving the owners' 
name, the number oflands in each parcel and the area to the nearest half rood. Lands, 
Ieys, and meadows are surveyed but not the cow pasture or any old enclosures. At the 
end, a terrier of 1.5 yardlands has measurements to the mearest pole, giving for each 
furlong the total area, and the areas of arable, Iey and meadow: 

Arabk Uy Meadow 

North Field 13 3 7 acres 
South Field 11 4 4 
East Field 10 3 4 

34 10 15 
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