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9 Th 1663. 
10 NRO A132b, 1801; Map 2952, 1837; SC 338, 1924; Field-name 1932. 
11 NRO YZ 1070. 
12 NRO ZA 3081 , 
13 Tb 1663. 
14 Act NRO YZ 3328; Map NRO D2750. 
15 NRO YZ lO70. 
16 AllOOn et al. Deserted Villages p. 41. 

Gayton 

The cartulary ofStJ ames Abbey, Northampton, refers to two fields in a grant of2 roods, 
made before 1313, one each in the East Field and West Field 1. Another larger grant of 
16.25 acres begins with the East field, 7.75 acres, and ends with the West Field. A full 
terrier is given, but owing to fire damage to the manuscript all the details are not legible. 
Since the East Field has nearly half the land a two-field system is likely. Named furlongs 
are catwelleslade and wold fortiewf:ye. 

Three fields occur in a 1388-9 list of demesne pasture; Drynel Feld, Catwel Feld, and 
Milne Feld2• Hence there was a change from two to three fields at some time in the 14th 
century. The demesne of 1388- 9 was probably dispersed, since it lay in parcels of 
1- 9.25 acres. 

In 1600 the parish was still open with yardlands3; the enclosure date seems to be 1603 
since two deeds survive for that year, both dated 3rd April, with the participants 
quit-claiming all rights to the other. The properties were described as being 'now 
enclosed, fenced and ditched with mounds' in Catwell and Myll Fields4• 

1 BL Cott. Tib. E. v. mm.l29d-130 (dated 1313, G. R. C. Davis, Medieval Cartularies of Great Britain (London 
1958) p. 79). 

2 NRO FH 348 rn.3. 
3 NRO YZ 758; see also Cal. Charter Rolls 1341- I417vol. 5 (1916) p. 424. 
4 NRO YZ 7437- 8. 

Geddington 

M 1979 P 1717 F 1716 
Four fields were named in 1461; Debdale, Middle, South and West. A yardland 

(probably copyhold) had 7.5 acres in Middle and 6.25 acres in West Field1• It is possible 
that these two fields were for copyhold lands, and the other two were demesne. In 1 716 
the copyhold area included a West Field. At that time a field book (described in Chapter 
I) shows that there were 5 fields plus a few acres in Boughton Field (probably an 
unenclosed piece of Boughton township added to Geddington). The following field 
structure is evident2, the areas exclude enclosed ground and meadow attached to some 
of the farms: 

1716 1702 (Montagu tenants) 
Montagu Copyholders 17wmas Ashley 7h Plummer 7h Smith 

Wood Field 112 acres 51 acres 23 lands 24 acres 27 acres 
Debdale Field 86 66 29 17 13 
Boughton Field 20 6 
Tickley Field 49 132 14 9 
Mill Field 41 150 20 5 8 
West Field 68 160 22 5 7 
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The Duke of Montagu had acquired the crown manor and its demesne, as well as 
having his own holding that had belonged to Bury St Edmunds abbey. The copyholders 
of the crown estate are therefore the most reliable guide to the distribution of the 
open-field land. The difference between the copyhold land and the other fields is 
demonstrated by the copyhold not having any land in the Breaches, Little Stockings, 
and Backside Piece furlongs where Montagu had 68, 17, and 6 acres. These pieces are 
likely to be demesne. 

A map relating to the field book, made in 1717 by John Booth3 shows that the three 
copyhold fields all lay in the west, Boughton field consisted of only a few plots, Debdale 
was to the east and Wood Field was at the north next to Geddington Chase. 

The 1 716 field book exists in tabular as well as book form 4. The table has the usual 
format of columns explaining the number of the parcels on the map in each furlong, the 
number of lands in each parcel, the name of the tenant or copyholder, the area of 
Montagu tenants' land, and the area of copyholders' lands. Each furlong is then listed; 
at the end are various summary tables. 

The distribution of individual farms shows that there was more than one field system, 
although the exact arrangement is complicated. There seems to be mixing up of tenures 
and fields by some of the farmers to form their own individual systems, many of them 
having land in all the fields. Boughton Field is not really part of the arrangement, nearly 
all of it belonging to three people and occupied by only four farmers, two Montagu 
tenants and two copyholders. That leaves 5 fields to deal with, the last three listed above 
being the main copyhold fields, with one tenant Games Bean) having land in them only. 

There seems to have been a double system with the western three fields being the 
crown estate and the other two perhaps once belonging to Bury St Edmunds abbey, or 
perhaps being a large demesne. Montagu had 87 percent of his land in the hands of6 
tenants, and the copyhold had 91.5 percent in the hands of 4 people and 77 percent 
belonging to one person. This concentration ofland into the hands of a few people may 
have disguised or altered early arrangements. 

The size of the yardland in 1461 was 15 acres of land with 3 acres of meadow. 

Demesne. The demesne of the crown manor, in 1461, lay in named furlongs (with rents, 
acreages and tenants' names detailed). It was let out in small parcels to several people. 
The first 67.5 acres described consisted of a few large blocks and several small pieces. 
There were also 4 pieces of breach, 14-28 acres, which seem to be assart in seignurial 
possession. In all, the Geddington demesne was 167.5 acres of open land. In a rental of 
1607 the arable demesne was 168 plus 13 acres, and there were 18 yardlands of ancient 
copyhold, 5 yardlands and 6 acres of copyhold by separate purchase and 36 cottages. 
What is likely to be the crown demesne is described in a survey of 17025, called the 
'king's or queen's lands' let to three people; it includes two Breaches. 

Geddington chase was commonable for the horses and neat beast of Geddington, 
Stanion, Little Oakley and Newton, from 1st April to 11th November6. Some field 
orders are given in Chapter 2. 

Enclosed in 18077• 

1 NRO Buccleuch 1(}-30, in X354. 
2 NRO Buccleuch 1(}-50, in X354. 
3 NRO Map 1379. 
4 NRO Buccleuch Terriers. 
5 As (n. 2. 
6 NRO Buccleuch 23- 16, p.ll, in X 887. 
7 NRO Act ZA 368 in X3857; Award 1810, Va1 M. p. 33. 
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Glapthorn 

M 1988 

THE OPEN FlELDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Glapthorn is a chapelry belonging to Cotterstock 1. It had a three-course tilth lying in 
multiple fields in 1470 and 1563 according to the detailed descriptions of the demesne 
(below). 

A 1635 map and survey of the parish of Glapthorn and Cotterstock shows there were 
multiple fields, whose names must have been mainly for locational purposes, since a 
three course tilth was still practised according to the accompanying survey2. The 
demesnes consisted of compact closes, about 100 acres next to Glapthorn that included 
Hall close, with woods in Glapthorn and Southwick. Detached were case dihhings next to 
Short wood and a small island of osiers on the river. The tenants' fanns (two listed 
below) were distributed in three tilths: 

Field Farm 1 Farm 2 

Fallow Field 7 14 acres 
Pease Field 10 14.5 
Wheat Field 9.5 16 
Plus tenanted 
demesne 16 

Seven areas are called fields, with other areas called furlongs and others with no 
specification. Symbols marked on the fields indicate where Glapthorn tenants had 
commoning rights, which were over the whole parish except for Cotterstock Field, lying 
next to Cotterstock, and an area northwest ofGlapthorn, and the demesne. Stone Field 
lay next to the Oundle to Cotterstock road in 1635. It is unlikely that there were separate 
field systems for the two vills. 

Demesne. The demesne, in 1470, lay in 9 parts (some of them called 'fields'), grouped 
into three lots of three, the first set being fallow3; 

In carsdebeyng, fallow 
In stonfeld, fallow 
Suthewekefeld, fallow 

In the garden feld 
In Stokewell feld 
In the smeythebell feld 

37 acres 
7 
7 

20 
9 

16 

In estfeld towards Codystok 18.5 
In the west feld towards Benfeld 15.5 
In Carselbeyngfeld 10 

Sum 51 

Sum 45 

Sum 44, 140 acres in all. 

This list shows a three course rotation of nearly equal blocks. As part of what seems to 
be a mathematical arrangement, a different list of the furlongs was made to achieve 
three exacdy equal cropping areas: 
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Carstlebeyng 
le Gardeyn 
at horswel breke 
Carstlebeyng 
Sothewek feld 
Stonfeld 
Carstlebeyng 
the Estfeld towards Codstock 
the West F eld towards Benfeld 

17 
20 

3 
17 
10 
13 
17 
15.5 
8 

Sum 4O acres 

4O acres 

4O.5 acres; total of arable land 120 acres. 
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Another list describes the crops; 'wet' (wheat) 10 acres, mesteldum 6, barley 44, 'otis' 
(oats) 4, and 'pese' 16 acres. Sum 80 acres set yearly, and remaining for fallow, 40 acres 
yearly. There were 60 acres of grain and 20 acres of peas and beans. Hired labourers 
were used for the demesne in 1470 paid either 'be the daey or be the weke'4. 

A terrier made in 1563 shows that the demesne was dispersed in 18 furlongs (called 
'fields') as single lands and as small dispersed blocks with up to 9 adjacent lands and a 
few larger ones5• The furlongs are separately grouped into 'wheat field, peas field, and 
fallow field'. The acreages in most of the furlongs are given, and there seem to be about 
44 acres in each tilth, similar to 1470. 

Enclosed with Glapthom in 18136• 

1 Bridges ii p. 460. 
2 NRO Map 2991 ff.15-18. 
3 NRO Bru O.xxii.l, f.39d. 
4 NRO Bru O.xxii.l f.52. 
5 NRO Bru B.xiii.l 7. 
6 Act NRO BruJ.xxviA3; Award 1815, NRO Enrohnent Vo!. N p. 299; Map 2842 (1820). 

Grafton Underwood 
~ 1979 P 1758 

Glebe terriers of 1705-26 refer to 3 fields called Wood Field, Field next to Cranford 
or East Field, and the West Field next to Warkton. In 1733 the respective acreages were 
15.5,17 and 14.5. A survey by John Brasier made in 1748 is referred to in 17711. 

A 1758 map2 shows there were three fields, Wood, Cranford, and Warkton Fields, as 
well as a common called Grafton Wold next to Grafton Wood and the Park. The map 
has a terrier written on it, probably the Brasier survey (not legible in the copy available). 
Enclosed in 17773• 

1 NRO Grafton glebe terriers. 
2 NRO Map 1372. 
3 NRO Bill Buccleuch 13-41, in X362. 

Greens Norton and Duncote 

P 1767, 1798 (both maps of furlongs only). · 
Greens Norton contains the hamlets of Dun cote, Caswell, Field Burcote, and part of 

Potcote (otherwise in Cold Higham 1). Caswell and Burcote were presumably separate 
townships. · An 1816 glebe terrier refers to a 115 acre allotment in Whittlebury and to 5 
acres in Silverstone Field; both these townships were part of Greens Norton medieval 
parish2• 

The glebe of 1635 had land in 2 fields of Nor ton, the East and West. There was also 
meadow in the East and South Fields of.Duncote. By 1720 there were 3 fields called 
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Church Field, Kingthorne Field, and Nether Field towards Towcester. In 1726 the last 
field was called the Upper and Nether Field, and these 4 names are often used until 
enclosure. 

A terrier of 17523 describes 4 fields grouped as a three-course tilth, with a limited 
number of neighbours implying a regular order. Totals; Church Field 19 roods arable, 
5 roods ley; Upper and Nether Fields 20 roods and 13 roods; Kingthome Mill Field 
20 roods arable and 10 roods 1ey. In all 24, 33 and 30 roods each field, with 32 percent 
ley. 

A map of 17674 ha; fields marked in red, and shows there were two townships. In 
N orton 3 fields with named ~rlongs were called Black Bridge Field, Kingthome Side 
Field and N orton Church Field. Duncote had a cow pasture to the north and east of the 
vill, the fields were called North Field, Duncote East Field and Duncote Church Field. 

A draft enclosure map of 17995 marks furlong boundaries and furlong names. Norton 
had 4 fields; Upper or Black Bridge Field, Kingthome Field, Church Field and Lower 
Field. Duncote also had 4 names; North Field, East Field, Church Field and Mixt Field. 
In both cases the 4th name was probably locational rather than showing a change from 
a 3-course tilth. 

The 1767 map shows 6 closes with 'park' names making an approximate square on 
the north-west. Beyond that the whole north west was enclosed. The glebe of c. 1590 
refers to enclosed pastures. Norton and Duncote were enclosed in 17996 • 

Caswell was enclosed in 1509 and Field Burcote in '14997• 

1 Baker ii p. 57; Alison et al. pp. 36,40. 
2 NRO Greens Norton glebe terriers. 
3 NROX5266. 
4 NRO 4219 in the slightly ambiguous fonnat used by the Grafton surveyor (as with Hartwell). Furlongs have 

green lines across them to identify their extent rather than represent the lands. Closes have similar lines. 
5 NRO Map 2897. 
6 Baker ii p. 57; Act NRO BSL 11; Map 2897. 
7 Allison et al. pp. 36-7, 40. 

Grendon 

M 1963 H 
Grendon contains the deserted hamlet of Cotton. There is no evidence that it ever 

had a separate field system. A plan has been published 1• 

There were 3 fields from 15962 until enclosure in 1780. The fields were named after 
the neighbouring parishes, the Field towards Ashby, the Field towards Easton and the 
Field towards Strixton 3• A cropping scheme for 1 712 until 1 769 proves there was a three 
year tilth4. A two year shift system operated in the meadows, which may be evidence 
that there was once a two-field arrangement. 

The demesne was probably dispersed. Yardlands ceased to be used before 15965. 

Late field orders are printed in Chapter 2. 
Grendon fields and furlongs have been identified using the field- survey plan and 

names collected from all the available terriers6• A furlong called Longlow probably 
takes its names from Bronze Age barrows visible as mounds until quarried away in 
1969-74. Blackmile furlong takes its name from dark-stained soil associated with a large 
Roman site. 

Grendon was enclosed in 17807• 
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1 J. M. Steane, The Northamptonshire lAndscape, 1974, p. 90. 
2 BLAdd. Man. 39,836 f.16-17. 
3 NRO NPL 713. 
4 NRO YZ 7166. 
5 BL Add. MS. 39,836 f.11. 
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6 Tresham survey 1596, BLAdd. Man. 39,836 f.14; NRO NPL 713,1619; NPL 714,1623; YZ 7462,,1659; 
NPL 721, 1672;NPL 720, 1673;YZ512, 1687;XYZ 1689, 1676;BNP24-5, 1621 & 1716;YZ 7166,1759; 
NPL 746,1759; X684B, 1749 & 1774. Modem field names were compiled from NRO Map 1730 (1833), 
YZ 7203 (1903), se 127 & ZA 5366 (1911), se 133 (c. 1920) and Field-name Map 1932. 

7 NRO enclosure awards. 

Gretton 

M P 1583 
Gretto~ contains a deserted settlement caned Cotton which appears to be a hamlet, 

and part of the township ofKirby. 
A map of the demesne made in 1587 shows the general layout of 3 Gretton fields 

called Wood Field, West Field and East Field. The demesne was dispersed among them 
with 97, 57 and 119 acres respectively, as well as 119 acres enclosed. Woods and a deer 
park iay to the south with several enclosures next to them l • In 17932 and 18193 there 
were 3 main fields called North, West and South with a small Little Field. Enclosed in 
18324. 

Kirby 
P 1585 and 1587 

Kirby is deserted apart from the ruined Stafford/Hatton mansion, and lay partly in 
Gretton and partly in Bulwick in c. 17205. A terrier of 1402 seems to be the demesne, 
being parcels of lands often containing 4-9 lands and sometimes more, dispersed in 
many furlongs6. East Field is mentioned. 

Two plans of 1585 and 15877 show the great house and its gardens engulfing the vill. 
There were 3 fields called West, Oak and Bulwick Field. Much of the open-field land 
was left as pasture such as Hollow Bottom 95 acres and Great Pasture 260 acres. 
Enclosure had begun by 1508 when 80 acres were ditched and hedged for a pasture, 
and 8 people were dispossessedB• 

1 NROFH272. 
2 NRO Gretton parish records 142P/34. 
3 Id. 142P174. . 
4 NRO Bro.M.LlB; Maps 2699, 2700 (1837). 
5 Bridges ii p. 315. 
6 NRO Bro e.vi.4. 
7 NROFH 272. 
8 NRO Bro A.iv.19. 

Guilsborough 

M 1982 P 1764 (furlongs) 
Guilsborough parish contains three townships, Nortoft, Hollowell, and Guilsbor

ough with Coton. The last has the separate vill of Cot on which shared intermixed lands 
in Guilsborough township, but paid tithes to Ravensthorpe, so intermingling the 
parishes of Ravensthorpe and Guilsborough . . Some records have been published, 
including the enclosure map which has furlong boundaries and names marked 1 • 
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The glebe shows there were three fields of unequal size at Guilsborough and Coton in 
1634 until enclosure: 

1634 1684 
Fuld Arable Leys Total Arable Leys Total 

Church Field 17 roods 17 10 6.5 16.5 
Middle Field 21 15 36 15.5 7 22.5 
West Field (Upper Field 1720) 30 7 37 8 14 24 
Heath 36 

Totals 68 22 90 33.5 27.5 99 

There was 24 percent ley in 1634, and 9 people occupied 58 named positions in the 
Middle Field, of which Richard andJohn Lucas held 76 percent, suggesting there was a 
regular order oflands. Apart from. the heath there were furlongs called heathway, high 
furze, small thorns, fernhill, casde furze, and flinthill. In 16842 the glebe was described 
differendy, isolating heath ground. The ley and known ground in the heath give a total 
of 51 percent ley. The halfyardland t~tals 24.75 acres, or 49.5 for a whole, large 
probably because of intake of waste land, presumably heath. A rick place is mentioned 
in 1730. 

A regular order of tenants is consistant with Bridges' statement that the glebe was half 
a yardland lying next to another half yardland, implying the two were physically next to 
each other throughout the field system3.John Champernon, the grantor, died in 1476, 
showing that the regular order was of medieval origin. 

Tardlands and hides. Coton manor had in Coton 3.5 virgates in 10864 which was 
assessed at 7 yardlands in 1251 5, implying there were 8 yardlands to the hide. Yardlands 
were still used in 1705 and referred to as lying in the fields of Guilsborough alias 
Guilsborough and Coton6• 

Nortoft had 0.5 hide belonging to William Peverel in 1086 which was stated to be 5 
yardlands in the 13th century7. Hence there are 10 yardlands to the hide in this 
township. 

Enclosed in 1 7648. 

Hollowell 
Some of Hollowell was enclosed by 1659 when 24 acres of closes next to other closes 
'lately allotted' in lieu of dispersed lands are described9. 

Enclosed in 17741°. 
Nortoft. In 1588, when enclosed, N ortoft had 2 fields, North Field 266 acres, East Field 
beyond London Road 272 acres, and a Heath 172 acres ll . 

1 Records of Guilsborough, Norlojt, and Hollowell, Northamptonshire by Ethel L. Renton and Eleanor L. Renton 
1929. 

2 Id. pp. 63-7. 
3 Bridges i. 571. 
4 Thorn and Thorn 13-19. 
5 Bridges i. 537. 
6 NRO BSL 1509/4. 
7 Thorn and Thorn 35- 19; Bridges i 571, from Book of Fees. 
8 Act NRO in X1602; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. A p. 569. Map published, see f.n.1. 



GAZETEER OF F1ELD-SYSTEM TYPES 277 
9 NRO YZ 5101. 

10 Bill NRO D3350; Award Vol. D p. 361. 
11 NRO Fennor-Hesketh Baker 715a, was Phillipps MS 17,174; 18th-century transcript. 

HaddonEast 
M 1978 F 1598 (sUIvey) 

East Haddon had a double field system,· separated by the village street. It is possible 
that there were two-villages next to each other; the western end, called Tilbury, may 
have been an independent settlement. At Domesday, in 1086, East Haddon was held by 
three tenants of the Count ofMortain as 2.5, 0.5 and 1.5 hides (total 4.5;1). The parish 
was held as one manor of 4 hides in c. 11242 and was split into three in c. 1211 3. There is 
nothing in the manorial descent to accou~t for a double field system; it is likely to be 
older than 1086. 

The furlongs and fields have been identified using a field-survey plan, the 'modern' 
field names, and a survey made in 1598, as explained in Chapter 3 and shown on Figure 
5. The furlong names taken from the ~598 survey4 are listed in Table 15. 

Table 15 East Haddon furlong data 

Number Name 

South Field 
1 South Field Heath furlong 
2 Burdge leys furlong 
3 Nether dod furlong 
4 Manewell furlong 
5 Butlers leys 
6 Shannans craft furlong 
7 Over dod furlong 
8 Samberhill furlong 
9 Nether whitland furlong 

10 Longe whiteland 
11 The butts 
12 Homes hollow furlong 
13 Homes furlong 
14 Hurtlow more furlong 
15 High hurtlow 
16 Breer furlong 
17 Over whitland 
18 Jackwellleys 
19 Breach furlong 
20 Dryhill furlong 
21 Peasland pytt furlong 
22 North overland furlong 
23 South overland furlong 
24 Watrie dole furlong 
25 Readland furlong 
26 Shordeys furlong 
27 Meer hill furlong 

South Field called Middle Field 
28 Bentley leys furlong 
29 West WolfeyJeys 
30 Lames leys 
31 Wolfay hill furlong 
32 Enborrow furlong 
33 Nether enborrow 

Orientation of Number Abuttals and notes 
lands of lands 

NS 63 
EW 58 
EW 49 
EW 72 
NS 14 
NS 77 
EW 14 
EW 87 
EW 40 
NS 27 
(EW) 46 
NS 34 
EW 88 
EW 30 
EW 32 
NS 53 
EW 28 
NS 21 
EW 39 
NS 45 
EW 26 
NS 29 
NS 10 
NS 65 
EW 32 
NS 51 
NS 99 

EW 39 
EW 41 
EW 22 
NS 81 
EW 52 
NS 32 

Allleys 
Allleys · 

Leys 
Narrow lands 
Leys 

Next sylleybroke leys 

Shoots W to Long Buckby brook 

Leys 

Leys 
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