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A continuing two-field tilth is confinned by a terrier of 15335, when one yardland had 
in the North Field 55 roods and in the South Field 66 roods. A yardland was therefore 
30.25 acres. 

At enclosure in 16126 the open field land was North Field 781.25 acres, South Field 
402, and West Field 483 acres, 1666.25 in all. This shows that the same three names as 
earlier were in use, but again the last two add up to the first, and that therefore there had 
been a two field system continuing. The demesne at this date consisted of some 
enclosures and several yardlands dispersed. Each yardland was allowed about 30 acres 
of enclosed land. There were.29. 75 yardlands in all. In l086 Culworth was assessed at 
1.5 hides and 0.667 virgates (1.667 hides7), or very close to 18 yardlands to the hide 
(which would require a total of 30 yardlands). 

An incomplete terrier of 1486 shows a fairly regular order of neighbours, with one 
person almost always the same and the lord holding about 50 percent of the other 
neighbouring positionss. There were very few neighbours in 1553, with one person 
occupying the nearly all the positions, so originally there was a regular order. 

Culworth was enclosed following an agreement made in 16129 and closes are 
mentioned in 163010. 

1 BL Add. Ch. 44,285. 
2 BL Add. Ch. 44,241. 
3 BL Add. Ch. 44,354. 
4 NROAa33. 
5 NROAa18. 
6 NRO F(C)43. 
7 Thorn and Thorn 45-9. 
8 NROAa32. 
9 NRO F(C) 43. 

10 NRO ZA 5829. 

Dallington 

An extent of the demesne had a third waste in 1346, showing that there was a three-field 
tilth 1. In 1633 and 1711 a small glebe holding refers to South Field, Stanchill Field and 
North leys cow pasture, probably indicating there were still three fields. 

Enclosed in c. 17252• 

1 Gray p. 484 from BL Cott. Cleop. C ii f.123. 
2 NRO Dallington glebe terriers in X528; 'new inclosed' in 1726; Map 2884. 

Daventry 

F 1571 
The parish contains two settlements, Daventry and Drayton which had separate field 

systems, proved by reference to half yardlands of land in each of them in c. 11501• The 
cartulary ofDaventry Priory has terriers oflands lying in each township. Some furlongs 
are marked on a map of 18022. As well as the cartulary, a tithing book (1700-1818) has 
been printed3 and there has been discussion of a 1571 field book by Leonard4 and 
BrownS. 

Daventry had 2 fields in c. 1190, when a grant of 6 acres was exactly distributed as 3 
one-acre plots in each of the North Field and South Field6. There were 3 fields in the 
15th century7, the same as described in the 1571 field books. The book lists the number 
oflands, the names of the occupiers, their tenure (Duchy of Lancaster or freehold), the 
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size ofland and the total acreages of each furlong. There are useful statistical tables and 
the town is surveyed as well as the fields. There were compact demesne furlongs and "a 
dispersed demesne farm. Borough Hill and Spellow, 122 acres, were common; there 
was pasture at Bumtwalls, Crowhill and Hackwood, in all 113 acres, and seignurial 
wood, a park and westwood, 72 acres, leased out. The fields and some of the farms were 
of the following sizes (ac"res): 

Field Total The Farm HmRoper 

West Field 368.5 106.25 7.5 
East Field 383.75 98.75 12.5 
North Field 524.625 180.25 26.75 

1,276.825 390.75 47 

Holdings were not uniformly distributed among the fields, the North Field being 
larger than the other two. The same distribution is found in 1676, with a yardland 
containing 21.5 acres distributed as 29 pieces; 5.5 acres in West Field, 6 acres in East 
Field, 10 acres in North Field9. 

The yardland of 1571 was said to be 28 acres and had a stint of 50 sheep and an 
unlimited amount of cattle 10. The total number ofyardlands in Daventry and Drayton 
was 8011 • This corresponds to the Domesday assessment of 8 yardlands 12 at 10 to the 
hide. Mter Drayton was enclosed (1752), the 1756 tithing rates indicate that in 
Daventry were c.40 yardlands l3, in spite of the enclosure claim that there were 42.75 
yardlands in Drayton townshipl4. It is clear that each township had 40 yardlands. 

The 1672 terrier had 13 percent leys, and 9 people shared 52 named neighbour . 
positions, 3 of them holding 63 percent of the total. This indicates there was a remnant 
regular order. 

The demesne, called 'the farm' in 1571, was in a block form lying around the town 
with mostly smaller parcels in furlongs farther out15• 

Daventry was enclosed in 180216. 

Dray ton 

An early 13th-century grant of 4.5 acres was exactly divided between two fields called 
the North and South Fields with 4 half acres and one rood in each 17. The same two fields 
are mentioned in 1232 when 16.625 acres were divided between South Field 6.125 
acres and North Field 10 acres IS• There were still 2 fields in the 14th centuryl9. 

The 1571 field book has similar tables of analysis as for Daventry, and the open land is 
distributed in 3 fields as follows (in acres): 

Total The Farm HmRoper 

West Field 528.75 37 3.75 
North Field 572.75 35 2.75 
East Field 414 "30 4 

1515.5 103 10.5 

A regular order of tenants is clear in c. 1200 where a grant of 16.25 acres names 27 
neighbouring positions held by only 2 people2o• 

"Enclosed in 175221. 
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1 M.]. Franklin, The Cartulary ofDaventry Priory, Northamptonshire Record Society, 35 (1988), no. 66. 
2 NRO Map 4352. 
3 R. L. Greenall in E. King A Northamptonshire Miscellany, Northamptonshire Record Society 32 (1982), pp. 

59-108. 
4 E. M. Leonard, Trans. RoyalHist. Soc., NS 19 (1905) 101-46, from PRO DL42 113 and a survey made in 

1591 (DL 42 117 f.100). 
5 A. E. Brown, Daventry (Leicester 1992), with a reconstructed plan (p. 42). 
6 Cartulary no. 159-160. 
7 Daventry p . 61. 
8 NRO copy of PRO survey, D2419, and 18th-century copy D2751. 
9 Taking a 'land' to be 0.5 acre, NRO RD 202. 

10 Leonard p. 1 06. ~ 

11 Tithing Bookp. 90. In the total published for 1725, quarter lands are written in an old notation, so that 5 1/3 
means 5 plus three quarters; not 5.333 but 5:75. When added up with this in mind the total is 80.375, 
exactly agreeable with money total of £16 Is. 6d. at 4s. per yardland per half year. The 1729 payment 
gives the same values (P;92); the calculation for 1751 makes the total 80.625 yardlands (p. 97). 

12 Thorn and Thorn 56-21. 
13 Tithing Book p. 99, £15 145. Od. at 8s. per yardland gives 39.25. 
14 NROD2752. 
15 Mapped in Daventry p. 55. 
16 Bill NRO ZA 9243; Act D2754; Map 3005 (1803); Award (1804) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. L p.1. 
17 Cartulary no. 211. 
18 Terrier published in Cartulary no. 336 (see also no. 348 of c.12oo, which is probably the same land). 
19 Daventry p. 59. 

. 20 Cartulary 348; see Daventry p. 53 for comparative 1571 name lists of 3 furlongs where two positions (12 and 
15) have the same persons in all 3 lists, which indicates there was a relict regular tenurial order in 1571. 

21 Act NRO YZ 8099. 

Deene 

The parish includes Deene and Deenethorpe townships. The rights of Deene in 
Rockingham Forest were recited in c. 16001• It had co~on in Gretton and Corby 
woods since the waste of Deene was undivided from the Forest and because the 
Brudenell family owned Deene Wood, which after the age of 8 or 9 years was thrown 
open to the forest common. 

Five fields were named in 1612, although there had been enclosure of demesne 
previously2. Enclosures were made in 1481 and 15083, and others in 1557, 15734 and 
15865• Complete enclosure was achieved in 16126. North and East Fields are enclosed 
names in 1634. 

Deenethorpe 
Deenethorpe was open in c.1634. The demesne consisted of Great Meadow 24 acres, 
two Langley closes 90 acres, Brand Coppice 54 acres, Langley Close 42 acres, and 
Weldon Park 33 acres. The tenants' lands lay in 4 fields (Helland, Langley and Mill, and 
Park Field) but the grouping of 2 of them suggests a 3-course tilth 7: 

An enclosure agreement was made in 16278, but did not take immediate effect. 
Enclosure had occurred by 16429• 

1 NRO Bru E.xxili. l1 . 
2 M. E. Fmch 1956, Five Nortkamptonshire Families NRS 19, p.156. 
3 NRO Bru. A.iv.l9. 
4 NRO Bru A.iv.20 and 1584 id. 21. 
5 Finch Fwe Families NRS 19, pp. 146-7. 
6 Id. p. 156. 
7 NRO Map 2991, £12. 
8 NRO Bru B.ii.l; Bru ASR 139. 
9 Finch p. 160. 
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Denford 

~ 1986 P c.1730 
A terrier of 1598 shows there were 3 fields; West Field 14 lands, ~iddle Field 13, and 

Croaden Field 11 lands 1. There was a fairly regular order of neighbours with 3 people 
holding 82 percent of the 39 named positions. 

In c. 1728 there were 4 fields and an enclosed block on high ground 'above the field' to 
the west of the township2. Two of the fields were grouped together, and the distribution 
of the lands of two major landho1ders was: 

Sir Jeremiah Sambrooke: John Freeman 

Field 

West and Meer 260 acres 40 
Middle 199 30 
Crawden 205 30 

West meadow 31 8 
Overham meadow 69 8 

From which it is clear that the four fields were run as a slighdy unequal three-year 
tilth. Only the major holder (who presumably held the demesne) had land in the closes, 
which was probably once assarted demesne wood and waste. The enclosed area had all 
been ploughed (from field survey) but in 1728 contained several closes (Great Old 60 
acres, Denford High Ash 20 acres, Chapel Ground 20 acres, Lodge 20, Pasture 20 
acres). The name Old shows that there was once woodland in the area. 

The total arable and pasture was 1305 acres, meadow 161 acres and the commons 
and highways were 205 acres (1671 acres in all). Four owners with over 50 acres held 77 
per cent of the whole, most of it being in the hands ofJeremiah Sambrooke (1029 acres). 
There were 41 acres of lot grass distributed among the fields, and the stated total was 
1711 acres. Holdings in the furlongs were mosdy in groups of 1-3 lands but there were 
also a few groups of 4--13. 

The survey has columns numbered I-XVI and each column gives for all the tenants 
the number oflands in each parcel, the furlong name and the areas in acres roods and 
poles; the fields are named. A table summarizing each holding gives letters by the 
owners' names that refer to a map and then totais for arable and pasture; meadow; and 
the total. The size of each furlong can be added up. 

A map ofDenford has fields, furlongs, and closes named; some lands are marked with 
numbers and letters, probably relating to the above written survey3. The West Field lies 
next to Ringstead and the river, being a continuation of~eer Field. Pasture lies along 
the slades and on the slopes near the river towards Thrapston. 

The enclosed ground of 1728 totalled 265 acres; the remainder of the township was 
enclosed in 1765 by Parliamentary Act+. 

1 NRO YZ 8686. 
2 NRO Buccleuch terriers. 
3 NRO Map 5156. 
4 Award (1766) NRO ML 381. 
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Denton 

M 1982 
Denton, fomerly Litde Doddington, had three fieJds in 1565, Osey Field, Field next to 

the Forres, and the Field next to North Brook, for an estate of 4 yardlands that was 
possibly demesne 1 • There was exact distribu~on of63 acres between all three fields. The 
yardland was 15.75 acres stinted at 5 beast, 1 horse and 20 sheep; meadow lay in 
Denton Old. Three fields remained until enclosure in 1770, called North, West and 
Wood Fields in 16852• In 1689 the North Field was called Whiston Field3• 

The manorial structure ~as unusual in that part belonged to Whiston and part to 
Yardley Hastings (one hide), an arrangement that existed from at least 1086. Manor 
Farm, and Hall Close mentioned in 16854 ~uggest a manor house once existed, 
probably for Ramsey abbey. There are terriers of the Yardley Hastings part of the 
township (still called a hide in 17045) dating from the 17th century and later6. The 1704 
terrier shows that the hide consisted of blocks of lands dispersed in the furlongs. The 
Wood Field had 26 parcels varying in size from 1-21 lands, but most of them were near 
to 10 lands, in the range 9-11 lands. In the range 8-12 lands were 1 7 parcels, being 69 
percent of the area. Perhaps Yardley Hide was meant to be in parcels of 10 lands, and 
therefore once there were 10 yardlands to the hide. 

Early surveys give the following sizes of the vills of Denton and Whiston: 

10867 CountessJudith Ramsey Abbey 
1 hide 3 hides (with Whiston) 

11248 King David Ramsey Abbey 
1 hide 15 yardlands (small virgates) (1.5 hides in Whiston) 

From which Denton had'l.5 hides ofRamsey abbey land in 1086, and there were 10 
yardlands to the hide, and 2.5 hides in all. There were 33.5 yardlands in the township in 
17709• 

The cartulary of Ramsey abbey notes that Brithnoth, who granted Denton to the 
abbey, died in 1029, and that there was only one hide of land in 124310. This was 
recorded as 10 yardlands in c. 127011 • There is discrepancy on the size of the holding 
between the sources. Woods were mentioned in 1301 12 and in c. 1270 each yardland 
paid 8s. rent yearly and owed the following work service13: 

Plough three half acres of land. 
Cart for 1 day in the autumn. 
In autumn from the 1 st August to Michaelmas they owe work on Mondays. 
At hay time they mow for 4 days, carry for 4 days, make hay or carry for 1 day. 
They pay Id for the use of the mill. 
If the lord wills, they owe the same work as Whiston. 

Whiston work was similar, but rather more, and included giving 2 pullets for wodegong, 
carriage in each week of Lent to the nearest Ramsey manor of Bythorn, Hunts., and 
carry anywhere around Whiston for a distance of 12 leagues. They owed 4 boon works 
in the autumn. All came with their wives, and were fed by the lord with bread, ale or 
cider, meat, cheese or broth, and each had 6 apples. If it was a fish day, they had 
herrings. 

A terrier of 168914 had 14 people as neighbours, two holding 56 percent of the 
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positions, but there was considerable dispersion from a regular order as 27 percent were 
occupied by people mentioned only once. The neighbours of the Yardley Hide are 
more regular; in Wood Field15 3 people occupied 78 percent of the positions, there 
being 9 different neighbours in all. 

Wood. 
Childerwood in Yardley Chase belonged to Denton. It was mentioned in 128416 and 
specifically referred to in 1300 as 'the wood of Denton called Chylderwode in Yardley 
Chace'. Five people held parts of it and it lay next to the wood of Henry Hastings, lord of 
YardleY. A grant made in 1311 of8.7 5 acres ofland included a 'yardland of meadow on 
le Wolde', showing that Denton had always h~d its pasturing in assarted woodland and 
not in the river meadows. 

Late field orders are printed in Chapter 2. Enclosed by Parliamentary Act in 177017• 

1 NRO Compton Catalogue no 247. 
2 NRO ZA 9751. 
3 NRO Denton glebe and enclosure papers. 
4 NRO ZA 9751. 
5 NRO glebe terrier. 
6 NRO Compton Catalogue nOB. 
7 Thorn and Thorn 56-20a; 9--6. 
8 VCR i p. 376. 
9 Bridges states 33 in c. 1720. 

10 Rart and Lyons Cartularium Romseia ill p. 167; 211. 
11 Id. i p. 57. 
12 Id. ii p. 306. 
13 Id. i p. 59. 
14 NRO YZ 2764B. 
15 NRO 1704 glebe. 
16 Griffen cartulary f.64, NRO ZA 6242. 
17 NRO ZA 2450, when there were 33.5 yardlands; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Volume B p. 312 seq. 

Desborough 

M 1983 P 1726 (furlongs) 
Three fields are referred in the late 14th centuryl. In 1776 there were and 3 major 

fields called Garbrooke, Howe and Bestowe, with a small Little Field. They were 
probably run on a three tilth system. A few old enclosures called the Plain lay away from 
the vilI2. 

Enclosed in 17763. 

1 Gray p. 482 from BL Cott. Otho B xiv f.169. 
2 NRO Map 4643; see also Map 4626 (1726). 
3 NRO ZB 615; Award Map 4643. 

Doddington, Great 

M 1975 
Doddington is sometimes known as Great Doddington to distinguish it from nearby 

Little Doddington (now Denton). The township includes the deserted vill ofThorpe, or 
Doddington Thorpe, lying in a valley at the north west, next to Wilby. There is no 
evidence that there was a separate township, but the existence of Thorpe is acknowl
edged in part of the intermixed open-field lands called Thorpe Hide (see below). 

The furlong plan is shown in Figure 12. Most of the furlongs lie one below another in 



252 THE OPEN FIELDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

parallel blocks on the valley slope. There is an overall curved alignment that suggests a 
large-scale planned layout with lands almost a mile in length, subsequendy being 
subdivided into 7 or so furlongs. 

There were four named fields from 1613 until 1767; West ~ater Debdale), North 
~ater Hadland), Thorpe and South ~ater Nether) Fields. They were stated to be in 
'three fields' (tilths) in 16871, court rolls' of 1671 and 1675 linking Nether Field to the 
detached Thorpe Field for fallowing purposes2• The relative sizes of the fields also 
suggest the same linking in 1764 (and on other occasions3): 

Field Totals 

Nether Field 6.51ands lley 2.5 acres (est.) 
Thorpe Field 2.5 0.83 

3.33 
Debdale Field 7 2 3.0 
Headland Field 10 3.33 

From which there were 10 percent leys. Other ley values were: 16134 15 percent, 
16665 8 percent, and 16946 11 percent. 

Yardland stints in 1613 were 6 beast and 45 sheep reduced by 1764 to 4 cows and 30 
sheep. The yardland size estimated from the above terriers varies between 19 and 24 
acres. 

Tardlands and hides. Lands in the fields were grouped into blocks called hides. There is 
no overall statement of the detailed structure; the names were: 

Name 

Eight Yard Hide 
Thorpe Hide 
Wain Hide 
Boon Hide 
Vitter Hide 
Five Yard Hide 
Twelve Yard Hide 

Date 

16667 

16668 

16669 

161310 

1613\1 
174212 
161313 also Middle Twelve Yard Hide 

The (three) Twelve Yard Hides are probably the same as the Thorpe, Wain and Boon 
Hides. To make the total for the township of 56 yardlands (below) there are 7 missing 
from the main block listed above. They may be demesne, there being 6.5 yardlands 
mentioned in sales of the manor in 1712, 1720 and 173014; in 1712 they were specified 
as 'antiendy belonging' to the manor house. The following field structure is likely: 

Eight Yard Hide, containing 8 lands, representing 8 yardlands 
Five Yard Hide 5 5 
Twelve Yard Hide 12 12 
Twelve Yard Hide 12 12 
Twelve Yard Hide 12 12 
Demesne 6.5 
Tolill 55.5 

The hide names relate to Thorpe hamlet and villein land (boon). Wain and Vitter are 
probably medieval personal names; they do not occur in the village in 164915 or later. 
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There were 56 yardlands in all16, corresponding to Domesday 4 hides, making 14 
yardlands to the hide overall. A different relationship is found if the demesne is not 
included (there is no evidence that it was dispersed in the fields). There were then 49 
yardlands, making the ratio close to 1: 12; three groups of lands were called '12-yard 
hides' and would correspond exactly to the Domesday hides. 

Orders were made in 1649 and 1672-173017, they covered the usual range of 
matters; 24 sheep were allowed per yardland and 4 for a cottage; mere stones were to be 
placed in every place in the three fields ofDoddington where there was a need. In 1730 
many <;>rders similar to those for Wollaston, Grendon and Denton were listed. 

Tenurial order. There was a remarkably regular order of tenants at Doddington. A 
yardland of 166618 described 72 lands and leys, Richard Whitworth and Widow Callis 
were paired neighbours lying either side 66 times. In 169419 a halfyardland with 35 
lands had Edward WhitwOrth and Peter James as a pair of neighbours 29 times, and 
Edward Galton and a balk 4 times (or 2 people held 92 percent of the positions). A 
terrier of half a yardland in 176420 had throughout its 30 single landsJohnJames on one 
side and a balk on the other. A yardland in 1716, traced from 1638, was said to lay in a 
Twelve Yard Hide, 'the several dispersed parts of which yardland are adjacent unto the 
balk in the same hide throughout the fields ofDoddington'21. Both these cases had the 
same neighbour in 100 percent of the positions. 

Enclosed in 176622. 

1 NRO GD 8 m.14. 
2 NRO GD 8 m.lS, m.16. 
3 NROGD 10. 
4 NRO Doddington glebe terriers. 
5 NROYZ 773. 
6 NRO GD 135. 
7 NRO YZ 773; 174S, GD 144; also in GD 62, GD 100. 
S NRO YZ 773; 1729, GD 124. 
9 NRO YZ 773; Wane 1720, GD 124; 1764, GD 10. 

10 NRO glebe; 172S, GD 105/6. 
11 NRO glebe; 1652, GD S m.23; also GD 12,88, 124, 146. 
12 NRO GD 125. 
13 NRO glebe; 1743, GD 122; Middle Twelve Yard Hide GD 37, 40. 
14 GD 137-8,61. 
15 NRO court roll GD S m.2. 
16 1766 Enclosure Act, NRO GD 5. 
17 NROGDS. 
IS NRO YZ 773. 
19 NRO GD 135. 
20 NRO GD 1. 
21 NRO GD 16: 
22 Act NRO B(D) 704; Award (1767), Enclosure Enrolment Vol. B p. 72. 

Dodford 

M 1988 
Three fields are described in terriers of 1402 and 14031. In 1403 South Field had 

c. 2.75 acres in 9 parcels, West Field 4.875 acres in 8 parcels and North Field 2.25 acres 
in 6 parcels. There were 3 roods of meadow in Brockhall meadow next to the meadow of 
the lord of Dodford. The distribution of this land is not uniform and the neighbours 
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were many; it was possibly a composite holding made up of many small grants. 
Neighbours were numerous in 1403,23 positions were shared by 19 people, indicating a 
very dispersed arrangement2• 

A rental of 1468 implies that there were 44.33 yardlands (3d. per yardland, totallls. 
2d.3) The glebe of 4 yardlands4 was probably excluded from this total, making 48 
yardlands in all. Domesday rates Dodford at 3 hides, so there were 16 yardlands to the 
hide. Field orders occurring in several court rolls for 1427-64 have been printed in 
Chapter 2. 

Demesne. 
The demesne was let out during 1467-77, generally to local wealthy farmers, like the 
Billings of neighbouring Weedon Bec, acting as bailiffs and accountants. A detailed 
descripton of the property is given in 15415• There were closes next to the manor house 
and towards Newnham. In Farthingstone parish, extending to Stowe Wood, were 
woods and closes that included Castle Diggs, 10 acres (the site of the motte and bailey 
castle). The earlier possession of this detached area is made clear in 15th-century 
account rolls by a tithe payment from Dodford manor to the vicar of Farthings tone. In 
16086 the demesne was said to be 9 yardlands, and from the information given at the 
enclosure a yardland averaged 19.72 acres7, so the demesne would have been 177 acres. 
The closes next to the manor house total 97 acres. 

The demesne was principally a consolidated block, lying in the south-west and south 
of the parish next to the manor house. The parish was probably designed to cross the 
Daventry road to reach the Nene, needed to drive a watermill, which was linked to the 
manor house through the demesne. Meadow in Brockhall and woodland in Far
things tone were useful assets since Dodford had so little of either. 

Dodford estate of 1086, in the hands of the count ofMortain and William de Keynes, 
was an ancient entity based on a Saxon estate. It included property in Dodford, 
Brockhall, Creaton, Flore, Hannington, Harlestone and Farthingstone, going to the 
Keynes familyB. Dodford was owned by descendants of the same family until 17259. 

The Saxon estate explains why Dodford had meadow in Brockhall and wood in 
Farthingstone. The motte and bailey castle in Farthingstone woods was most likely built 
by the Keynses in the 12th century, making use of suitable topography in the seigneurial 
woodland. 

Dodford was enclosed by private agreement enrolled in Chancery in 162310 • 

. 1 G. R. Elvey LujJield PrWry Charters NRS 26 (1975) 310 and 313. 
2 Lujfold 313. 
3 LujJield 766, p. 428. 
4- NROK776. 
5 NROK694. 
6 NRO K742- 3. 
7 NRO K776; 4 yardlands were 78.5 acres. 
8 Thorn and Thorn 18-58. 
9 Baker i pp. 350--6. 

10 NRO K776; Th 575-7. 

Draughton 

M 1975 
Several terriers of c. 1375 show there were three fields with lands distributed as below: 
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East Field 
South Field 
North Field 

Will. Laundon1 Hen. IsontJe2 

8.75 acres 
7 
7 

37 
37 
39.5 

255 

Most of the lands of William Laundon were single roods or half roods, with 3 
neighbours holding 62 percent of the positions. A regular order is likely. A rental of 
c. 13003 gives Walter de Laundon's holding as I and 1/6 bovates (yardlands), making 
the yardland 20 acres. Henry Isonde had a few leys in 1375. There were 35 named 
neighbours in the East Field, three holding 66 percent of the postions. Most of the lands 
were in singles but there were a few groups of up to 4 lands. Other terriers of similar date 
have the same three fields described4 . 

The same fields occur in 1418, with 5 blocks of demesne totalling 6 acres and lying in 
South Field 8 roods, North Field 7 roods, East Field 6 plus 2.5 roods5• A small glebe was 
unevenly distributed between three fields in 1631-1726 then called, South Field (or 
Field next Lamport), Middle Field (East Field or Old Field next Orton), and North-west 
Field (Blackhill or North Field). There were 54 percent leys in 1631, with the lord being 
the neighbour on most occasions. In 1684 there were 13 neighbours occupying 23 
positions6 • 

A few orders and offences are recorded in court rolls 1419-427, including trespass of 
sheep in lord's meadow, and the rector's geese in rye. Everyone should keep sheep in the 
fallow, cows and bullocks should be with the neatherd and not in 'secret places' unless 
on their own property, and pigs should be with the swineherd. Several people were fined 
for not making an autumn work service, and an ash tree growing on a balk of the lord 
leading around the vill had been cut down. 

Demesne. In 1392-3 there was reference to 'bovates' instead of the usual yardlands. A 
few socage tenants had work service listed, 3 works in autumn, to make one mowing of 
the meadow, and to plough three lands8. 

A lease of manorial pasture, in 1394, consisting mosdy ofleys and 'hadons', refers to 
many furlongs showing that the demesne was dispersed, one piece touching Lamport 
mere, and two of the three fields (South, and East) are mentioned9• A similar list of 
demesne pasture made in 1419 refers to leys and conyleesbourd, showing that rabbits were 
kept1o• The demesne was called the Hall land. 

Tardlands and Domesday. In 1086 the estate~ at Draughton were 11: 

Countess Judith 2.5 virgates, later Huntingdon Fee 
King 1 hide 0.5 
Maino the Breton 1 later the Wolverton Fee 

An early 14th-century description of the manorial descent (1295 or 1316) lists the 
names of 13.25 yardlanders of the Huntingdon Fee and accounts for 33.25 more, 46.25 
in all12. The Wolverton Fee is stated to be 5 'bovates' in 1392 13. The Huntingdon estate 
therefore equates closely at 20 to the hide, (it should be 12.5). The Wolverton Fee 5 
bovates equates to 20 yardlands to the hide exacdy. 
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Draughton was enclosed 1726-3014• 

1 NRO FH 190 and 391. 
2 NRO FH 2682. 
3 NRO FH 2665. 
4 NROFH4059. 
5 BL Add. Ch. 81, 829. 
6 NRO Draughton glebe terriers. 
7 1419, FH 425; 1432, FH 395; 1440-2, FH 349; 
8 NRO FH 485. 
9 NRO FH 2692. 

10 NRO FH 444. 
11 Thorn and Thorn, 56-11, l- 15d, 54-3 respectively. 
12 FH 2665. 
13 FH 485. 
14 NRO glebe. 

Easton on the Hill 

M 1993 
Much of the parish at the south is woodland, called Easton Homstocks, and there was 

heathland as well, together being over 1,000 acres in 18201• No furlong boundaries 
were found in this area by field survey. To the north, the clay scarps of the Welland 
Valley liad 500 acres of pasture and wo'od. ' 

Charters of 1343 and 1413 mention West Field, Wode Field and East Field, but not 
all at the same time2• There were three fields by the early 18th century, Hill Field, Wood 
Field and Fishpond Field. In 1722 the proportions of one holding were, Fishpond Field 
19 acres, Wood Field 13.5, Hill Field 13 acres with 29.5 acres ofley and 16.5 acres of 
meadow3• 

They were run on a three year tilth as proved by a meadow lot being held once every 
three years4• There was 39 percent ofley in this case. Some of the farms (below) had no 
ley and it is likely that, as with the Soke, the arable was mainly in one block without ley, 
grass being on the clay slope~ and on the dry limestone plateau next to Rockingham 
Forest. 

In Wood Field in 1722, 12 people occupied 27 positions, 3 of them holding 52 
percent, but 5 had single positions5. A fair state of disintegration is indicated, as so often 
found with large tenanted estates. 

The yardland consisted of c. 20 acres of arable land with variable amounts 'ofley and 
meadow, as shown by the following farms which had6: 

2 yardlands of4O acres arable, 7.75Iey, 4.785 meadow 
2 yardlands of 40 acres arable. 
1 yardland of 19 acres arable, 15.51ey, 2.25 meadow 

The fields of 1 795 have slightly different names; 10 acres being dispersed in Great Field, 
3 acres; Wood Field 3.5 acres; Little Field 4 acres7. 

The large proportions of ley and meadow reflect the extensive resources available. 
There would be common rights on the heath and in the woods as well. A draft enclosure 
map shows that only the plateau near the vill was ploughed in 18198. Little Field lay to 
the west, Race Course Field to the east and Wood Field to south west. A field book is 
referred to in 1777, but has not been discovered9• 
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