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3 Some sheep are att the pleasure of the owners driven to the sayd wasts in the day and 
brought at night to fold theyr land in the fields of Brigstock and driven again the next 
morning. 

4 Some sheep are continually kept upon the sayd wasts and are there nightly layed. 
5 The sheepe are folded there in winter to which purpose they of Brigstock in summer make 

stacks of hey alonge the forest side adioyninge upon stokewood and some hath in winter 
been caryed on mens backs and in a cart. If a glut of rayne come they cary all the sheep from 
of theyre fallows to the sayd wast 100 at a tyme. 

The document goes on to explain that the sheoep were kept by several shepherds, and 
refers to them being 'whistled or whooped' from a part called Brakyshill by the 
shepherds of Bene field so that they ran to the forest side. The cattle ofDenethorpe and 
Weldon also had rights in Benefield. 

The survey of 1440 noted that the crown land was 240 acres of demesne called Hall 
lands, and that it was in king's hands because frequent pestilence caused many tenants 
to withdraw through hardship (f.53). Anyone gathering wood from the forest paid 1 hen 
and 5 eggs to the forest steward; 6d was paid for a dog (f.54). The customs of 1391 were 
recited; among them were that suitors of the court did not have to pay for haws or 
pannage. At the lord's bederip the Omen came with their wives and family bringing a 
table cloth with other utensils. The lord found 'all proper necessaries for breakfast and 
after wards for dinner and if anything be left on the table cloth the wife may carry it away 
with her for her own proper use' (f.93). 

Brigstock was enclosed in 17959• 

1 NRO Buccleuch, 13-1 in X356. 
2 Pettit, Forests, NRS 22, 1968, p. 1.64 from NRO Map 1380. For the parks see Steane NPP 5 (1975) p. 220 

and NRO Map 3111. 
3 NRO ML 141 £:53, f.62; a transcript and translation made c. 1726. 
4 Thorn and Thorn 1-13a. 
5 NRO Buccleuch 13-2 in X359. 
6 NRO Brigstock glebe terriers. 
7 NRO Buccleuch 13-1 in X359. 
8 NRO ML 141 f.4O. 
9 Act NRO BSL 45; Map 2859 (1805); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Lp. 316. 

Brington 

M 1980 
Brington parish contains the three existing settlements of Great Brington, Little 

Brington and Nobottle, with Althorpe House on the site of Althorpe vill making a 
fourth. Baker says that Little Brington was formed in the 13th century 1 

• There appear to 
have been three townships. 

The West Field ofBrington ~ambecotehul furlong) is mentioned in 1298 and in 1450. 
There were 2 fields in 131 7, West and East with two lands in each. The same fields had 
6.625 acres unequally distributed in 1352; three neighbours held 73 percent of the 
positions indicating a regular tenurial order. One of the furlongs (hungeribaneland) is 
described as being in Church Brington West Field in 1367, and in 1539, 3 yardlands are 
said to lie in the fields of Little and Church Brington2• It seems that there was one field 
sys~em for both Bringtons. 

Glebe terriers3 refer to the fields of Great and Little Brington, of which there were 
three from c. 1680; Moor Field (touching Whilton), Middle Field (next to Althorpe) and 
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Wood Field (next to Nobottle). The lands offouryardlands were distributed as 72.5, 72, 
and 83 half acres respectively, from which the yardland was 28.5 acres. There was 33 
percent ley in c. 1680. 

Great ,Brington was enclosed in 17434 • 

Althorpe 

There were two fields at Althorpe in 1313, 4 acres being dispersed as 2 acres in each part 
of the fields, lying in several furlongs5• In 1481 the two fields are named, 4.5 yardlands 
being dispersed as 50 acres in the North Field and 58 acres in the South Field, from 
which' a yardland was 24 acres6• 

Furlongs but not fields are named in c. 1350 for 13 acres. There were 9 neighbours, 3 
occupying 53 percent of the positions, implying a decayed order7• Furlongs were listed 
in a 1454 terrier of 1 yardland with 30 entries totalling 23.75 acres8. The township was 
still open in 1510, when 2 yardlands were sold9. 

In 1512 the park was fonned by enclosure of 440 acres 1 o• Some of the township seems 
to have remained outside of the park, since in 1586 there was an exchange of common 
rights on land that had been enclosed into Oldthorpe (Althorpe) Park 1 I. 

Nobottle 

Nobottle was enclosed before c. 168012• 

1 Baker i p. 100. 
2 NRO Brington Charity Charters, Calendar in Box file. 
3 NRO Brington glebe terriers. 
4 Id. 1767; Baker i p. 89. 
5 BL Cott. Tib. E V f.49b. 
6 NRO Spencer 870. 
7 Id.886. 
8 Id. 836-7. 
9 Id. 896. 

10 Bakeri p.1l0. 
11 NRO Spencer 937. 
12 NRO Brington glebe terriers 

Brixworth 

M 1972 P (furlongs) 1688 
In c. 1250 there were three fields, Shotten, Demswell, and Whaddon or Field next to 

Kingesmilll, as are found until enclosure in 1780. They are plotted on Figure 1. Land 
was dispersed among them in 13: 13:9 and 12: 11: 12 parcels. Two demesne yardlands 
were distributed, in 1422, as 20: 26: 31 roods and 22: 29: 26 roods amongst the same 
fields2• An earlier terrier exists for Brixworth, of c. 1240; it gives no field names, but the" 
furlong sequence runs smoothly in order north to south3. The terrier shows that the 
whole township had been opened up by this date. 

There were 89.75 yardlands listed in a rectorial glebe terrier of 1671; the rector had 5 
yardlands, making a total of94.754. This total equates with the 1086 assessment of9.5 
hides, at 10 to the hide. Each yardland had 4 cows, 30 sheep and 2 horses. The size of the 
yardland in 1422 was 19.25 acres (for John Scotte and Roger Page). 
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Demesne. The demesne lay in a central block with a few other dipersed acres. It was 
itemized in a survey of c. 1700 and most of the furlongs can be identified from names 
written on a map of 16885. There were 70 acres enclosed and 376 acres of open-field 
land, most of which were leys by 1688; the demesne is plotted on Figure 1. 

Analysis of ten terriers, made in 1422, ofland of which the tithe had been given to St 
Andrew's priory, Northampton, in c. 1260 shows that they were the demesne6• All but 
one of the yardl~ds of 19.25 acres had rather large parcels, often being 1 or 1.5 acres. 
There were only about 20 parcels in each yardland with an irregular number of 
neighbours. The number of furlongs in each yardland was variable, sometimes few 
names were in common with the next. It seems that the demesne had been distributed in 
a less regular form than the villein yardlands; the named tenants had lands next to each 
other or next to other demesne tenants whose land was not concerned with St Andrew's 
Priory. In so far as it can be identified, most of the demesne land was near the village, 
and is the same ground as surveyed in 1700. 

Tenurial order. The compact demesne yardlands of 1422 show no evidence of a regular 
order, for instance that of John Chycolot in Shotton Field had 16 neighbours, 8 of them 
metioned once, 5 twice, 1 three times and 1 four times. By contrast the yardland of 
Roger Page with its non-seignurial neighbours and single-rood, widely distributed 
parcels, shows a most remarkable regular order. There were 19 parcels for Shotton 
Field of which Henry Geest was always on the west and William Stevens' land laid on 
the west 16 times with the remaining 3 taken by William Lak. Thus the main part of the 
fields was likely to be of a regular order, supporting the evidence from the more decayed 
arrangement of 1671. 

The 1671 terrier describes 5 yardlands, listed mosdy as single small parcels (not 
blocks of 5 adjacent lands). The neighbour distribution indicates there was once a 
regular order, partly decayed. A full list of field orders is given for 15777• There were 30 
sheep and 4 beast to the yardland. There was a neat's pasture called the Heye. 

The furlongs have been located from the combined evidence of the 1688 map, a 
terrier of 18468, a field-name map of 190 I, and a plan published showing the extent of 
leys9. The parish was enclosed by Parliamentary Act in 17801°. 

1 Ancient Deeds 4, (1902) A5019, A5025. 
2 The yardlands ofJohn Scotte and Roger Page; BL Cott. Vesp. E xvii, ff.183-4; ff.188-9. 
3 Salisbury Dean and Chapter; NRO Acc. 1978/326; see also BL Cott. Calba E iii f.127. 
4 NRO; 1671 copy ofrectorial glebe terrier (Salisbury); the enclosure Award (p. 94, see f.n.lO) makes the 

total 102.75 yardlands. 
5 NRO IL 3702; NRO Map 1555. 
6 BL Cott. Vesp E xvii ff.182-94. 
7 Th 802; discussed in Hall Wol/aston 1977, pp. 144-151 . . 
8 NRO map 3588. 
9 Hall Medinxd F~lds 1982, p. 36. 

10 Act NRO YZ 7780; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. I p. 93 (1781). 

Brockh~l 

M 1981 H F 1606 
Brockhall parish included the two townships ofBrockhall and Muscott until the 19th 

century, when Muscott was transferred to Norton parish 1. There had long been 
confusion as to which it parish belonged, beginning when the tithe of the W cuwick Fee 
(7 yardlands out of the 19 total) was given to Norton church. The parson ofNorton took 
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every third tithe sheaf. In 1685 half the tithe of the small open-field area left to Muscott 
was due to Norton. Muscott was described as part ofNorton parish in 1693 and 17672• 

Probably, as parts of Muscott were enclosed, each close was assigned to one parish or 
the other. The church of Brockhall was claimed as a chapelry ofDodford in 1227-41, 
probably indicating there had once been a central church for the Keynes' estate based at 
Dodford3• 

Brockhall had 2 fields called East Field and West Field in the late 13th century,. 
changing to Waterfeld and Holmefeld in 1367, and to North and East Fields in a small 
terrier of 14004. Three fields are described in 14855, West, East and North Fields in the 
ratio of7:5:5 roods; these continued until enclosure in 1611. A plan is shown on Figure 
8, prepared by field survey and the furlongs identified6• 

Brockhall has a field book of 16067, doubtless made to enable the exchanges and 
valuations necessary for the 1611 enclosure. The book is a rough draft with a normal 
type of terrier and very detailed measurements of each land (the first page is printed in 
Chapter 1). There are also terriers of each person's land written out naming and 
numbering the positions of every land in every furlong, as well as a summary table of the 
land in each field. The distribution ofIands in the fields was not exactly equal; Richard 
Godfrey had land in East Field: Fullwell Field: Bridge Field in the ratio 9.2: 6.3: 6.4 
acres. The totals were East Field 577 lands, Fullwe1l522, and Bridge Field 666 lands, 
1,765 lands in all. 

A charter of c. 12908 describes 5.5 acres in 22 parcels, each having one neighbour 
mentioned, one occupying 16 positions. A regular layout is suggested with one person 
holding 73 percent and 4 people 91 percent of the positions. A regular tenurial cycle of 
names is not immediately apparent in the 1606 fieldbook, but some regularity can be 
found for furlongs 13 and 14, Fulwellhead and Wheatlands respectively. The holders' 
nam~s in the order given for Fulwellhead is taken from west to east, and the other 
furlong in the reverse order. They compare well for the first 5 positions but then become 
less similar; widths are in poles. 

Fulwell IIbJd E to W WhtatIands W to E 
(prinfbJ in reverse order) 

Owner width widJh Owner 

1 Lord 0.8125 33 0.7502 Lord 
2 Godfrey 1.625 32 1.6875 Godfrey 
3 Fulks 1.002 31 1.0 Fulks 
4 Smith 0.877 30 0.9375 Smith 
5 Fulks 1.002 29 1.00 Fulks 
6 Damell 1.0 28 3.625 Lord 
7 Lord 3.9375 27 Lord 
8 Lord 26 Lord 
9 Lord 25 1.5 Smith 

10 Lord 24 2.5 Damell 

The demesne was the dispersed type, and has been described in Chapter 5 and 
plotted in Figure 8lO. It was stated to be 9 yardlands in 1589; some of the work service 
required to run it was mentioned in c.1275 11 • 

Orders are recorded in 1529 when there were 5 beast and 30 sheep allowed for a 
yardland, the cottagers having 1 cow and 1 swine 12. In 1556, 24 yardlands had 93 beast 
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and 510 sheep commons, implying 4 beast and 20 sheep per yardland 13. The old value 
had been restored by 1610 when there were 120 beast and 680 sheep for 24 yardlands. 

fardlands. Brockhall had 10.5 freehold yardlands and 1.5 yardlands held at will in 
148914, which with 9 demesne and 2 glebe yardlands15 accounts for 23. In 1556 there 
were 24 yardlands, probably excluding the glebe16 making 26. This total is agreeable 
with rating estimates after enclosure; in c. 1670 it was claimed there were 27.25 
yardlands beside the glebe, counting Roumer as 3 yardlands 17. Roumer would not have 
been so estimated before enclosure, giving a total of24.25 plus the glebe, being 26.25. 

Enclosure. A hedge was set between Brington and Brockhall Field in 1580 from 
Brington Gap in the way from Daventry to Northampton, down to the enclosure of 
Roughmer (50 perches, 262.5 yards) using quicksets costing 42s', rated on the 
freeholders 18. 

Brockhall was still open in 1606 when the field book was made, and in March 1608 
when open land was exchanged for land in Flore 19. By 1611 and 1612 plots 'newly 
enclosed' are referred t020, agreeable with a 1633 deposition by Richard Godfrey saying 
that the manor was enclosed 23 or 24 years previously (1609 or 1610), and where sheep 
~d cattle fed (in 1633) there had formerly been arable21 • 

The closes were still thought of in terms of yardlands for rating purposes, as in 1633 
when 2s. was levied to pay towards the king's 20-day visit to Holdenby. They were 
similarly rated in c. i670 and 170422. 

Muscott 

Muscott had a two-field system in c. 123023• The lands were divided 2.5 and 2 acres (6 
and 5 parcels) between one group of furlongs and the 'other part of the fields'. Of the 5 
named neighbours 3 people occupied 85 percent of the positions, indicating a regular 
tenurial order. Another terrier occurring in two similar forms24 has 5 acres, of which 2.5 
acres in 5 parcels lie in the North Field and 3 acres in 8 parcels lie in the South Field. 
Only 2 people were neighbours, one holding 77 percent of the positions. By 1433 there 
were 3 fields described in the field book. 

Muscott field book cif 1433. Two copies of a fieldbook datable to 1433 survive. The 
master copy is probably that in the Thornton collection at Northamptonshire Record 
Office, numbered Thomton 183, being part of the estate papers of the Thomton family 
who bought most of Brockhall and some ofMuscott in 1625. The other copy is in the 
Spencer collection25, forming part of the deeds of Muscott which was bought by John 
Spencer in 1683, and still belongs to the Spencer Estate. Thornton 183, written in a 
formal hand, is undated, but from the marginalia, which record exchanges of lands 
made to create an enclosure called Roumer in the north of the township, it is clear that it 
cannot be later than 1433. The enclosure took place that year, according to several 
dated deeds recording exchanges with freeholders. It is likely that the fieldbook was 
prepared for this purpose; even if it was not made in 1433, it is unlikely to be much 
earlier from the caligraphy, · its general style and the mixture of Latin and English that 
occurs. 

Spencer 1056 is a nearly contemporary copy, either ofThornton 183 or a common 
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ancestor of them both. The information is substantially identical including the ex
change marginalia, although a few personal and place names are spelled differendy. 
John Smith in Thomton 183 is specified asJohn Smith of Muscott in Spencer 1056. 
Spencer 1056 is shown to be secondary to Thomton 183, because in one or two places 
parts of a furlong are written out of order and the entries cancelled. It is a copy and not a 
revised version, because all the, holders' names are identical; if made a few years later 
there would have been deaths and alienations that would have changed some of the 
names. The Spencer version was the personal copy of Thomas Gervase, whose family 
held the Warwick Fee lands in Muscott, amounting to 7 yardlands. 

After the the terrier, Spencer 1056 has other material, such as the method of 
performing homage and a recipe. The date 1479 occurs, but does not add anything to 
the dating of the terrier. There is also a list of payments due to Brockhall church and a 
churchwardens' account dated 1432. Spencer 1056 is a short register of which the field 
book forms the major part. 

The enclosed pasture of Roumer (Roughmoor), made in 1433, by Sir William 
Tyrwhit, lord of Brockhall, now called Ringmoor, lies in both the townships ofMuscott 
and Brockhall, extending to 100 acres. Deeds of exchange with Brockhall and Muscott 
freeho1ders, dated 11 th May 1433, are copied in the Brockhall cartulary of c. 158726 and 
one original deed survives27• Each gives a terrier of lands to be exchanged, those of 
Muscott can be identified in the field book from the marginalia. 

The field book exhibits a tenurial cycle of 19, often hidden in various ways. 
Sometimes, as in furlongs 11 and 13 (Berreyyerd and Brakebeke) the cycle begins with a 
sequence that in furlongs 4 and 9 (Twythome and Lancroffte) is reversed. Elsewhere the 
cycle begins halfway through and does not coincide with a furlong as described in 1433. 
Not all the furlongs have been identified; those at the north show that the cycle of 19 
lands forms alignments through several furlongs, and must predate the 14331ayout28• 

Enclosure. The enclosure of Roumer made in 1433 takes its name from a furlong of 
Brockh~ called Roumoor in 132229. In 1580 it supported 100 sheep3o. 

Muscott was still open in 1483 when fields are mentioned in charters31 • Some 
enclosures were made at about that time, an enquiry (undated, probably 1517) found 
that the lord of 'M us cote, a hamlet of Brockhall', had enclosed 18 acres of arable 44 
years previously (1473) and laid down one plough32• Baker says that Muscott was mosdy 
enclosed by 1532, but this seems not to be the case, for Brockhall demesne of 1574 refers 
to Guardwell furlong next to Muscott field; this furlong lies 'next to the Brockhall to 
Muscott road. Much of the township was enclosed by 1609 when Muscott 'hedge' and 
'grounds' are referred to33; close names are described in 169334• A small part next to 
Whilton remained open and was farmed from that village being enclosed with it in 
1777. Brockhall glebe of 1635 refers to Muscott field 'near Whilton' which is the same as 
the 1777 arrangement, implying that most enclosure had occurred before 1635. A date 
between 1574 and 1609 seems likely for the main enclosure. 

1 Baker i p.419. 
2 Deeds in NRO Tbornton Boxes 55 & 56. 
3 NRS 22, Elvey, ~IJ PrWry Charters. 
4 NRO Tb 1201; Tb 2047 p.9; Tb 1192. 
5 NRO Tb 1211, 1212. 
6 Hall 1984 Medieval Approaches, pp. 56, 66-7. 
7 NRO uncat. Tbornton Box 6. 



8 NRO Spencer 1021. 
9 NROTh 281. 

10 NRO Th 1435, Th 606. 
11 NRO Th 2047 p. 28. 
12 NRO Th 184. 
13 NRO Th 1492b. 
14 NRO Th 1490. 
15 NRO Th 1481 c.1620. 
16 NRO Th 184. 

GAZETEER OF FIELD-SYSTEM TYPES 

17 NRO Th 198; Thomton Box 10 (Brockhall 2). 
18 NRO Th 2047 end. 
19 NRO Th 1359. 
20 NRO Th 1385; 1372. 
21 NRO Th 192. 
22 Th 1484; Thomton Box 10 (Brockhall2); Th 204. 
23 NRO Spencer 1009. 
24 NRO Spencer 1010 c. 1250, and Spencer 1012, 1291. 
25 NRO Spencer 1056. 
26 NRO Th 2047 pp. 19-23. 
27 NRO Th 1351. 
28 Hall 1983, Medieval Approaclw, p. 64. 
29 Th 2047 p. 7. 
30 Th 1454. 
31 NRO Th 657. 
32 NRO Th 658; Th 2047 p. 24. 
33 NRO XYZ 265. 
34 Thomton Box 55. 

Broughton 

M F 1728 P 1728 

221 

Two fields occurred in a charter of 1259; 6 roods in the East Field, called the wheat 
field, and 4 'towards the west of Brut on' 1 • Similarly in 1317 two lands were granted, one 
in the East Field and one in the West Field2• A two-tilth arrangement is confirmed by the 
wording of a charter of 13163 when Adaril de Hanberge granted lands toJohn and Alice 
Gerard, excluding lley in Bredondis, and demanding that they should plough and sow 
the fields at the time when half of them were to be in crop. 

In 1336 a Middle Field is mentioned for the first time and in 1402 there were 
'yemydel feld' and West Mydel Feld, and in 1408 Middle West Field, Field towards 
Pytchley, East Field towards Pytchley, and Middle Field4-. 

A terrier of c. 1470 had land in Middle East Field 6 roods, Great West Field 4 roods, 
Middle West Field 2 roods, West Field 1 rood, and 4.5 roods not specified as to which 
field they belonged5. The explanation of these field names is most likely that the two 
original fields had both been split to make a third field, made up of parts of each, the new 
names still relating (confusingly) to the old ones, so that probably there were the 
following three fields: 

(Great) East, 
Middle East and Middle West 
(Great) West 

The change seems to have occurred between 1318 and 1336, so fonning a rare example 
of a change from two to three fields in the period 1250-1350. The naming system meant 
that there were at least four field names, and often six, to describe this arrangement. It 
would explain the six fields of later centuries as more complex names were used to 
distinguish the various parts. 
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There were 6 fields from 1686 until enclosure6: 

Glebe 1686 1728 (wtals) 
A R P 

1 North East 1.00 acres Kettering Hill 159 1 3 
2 Middle East Field 2.09 Nether Middle 381 3 32 
3 South East Field 1.67 Carr side 301 3 7 
4 North West Field 2.25 Stone Pit Field 186 1 5 
5 Middle West Field 2.09 Upper Middle Field 201 0 21 
6 Headland or South-west 6.l6 acres Headland Field 240 3 26 

Undivided land . 177 2 14 
Total common field ' 1648 3 16 

The glebe and the 1728 field book give the fields in the same order (in reverse relative to 
each other)'. The names of the fields in the glebe continue to use variants of the early 
two fields, East and West. The late six fields easily divide up to make a three-field tilth as 
suggested for the 14th century. Grouping pairs of fields with the same name-element 
they become East Field (1 and 3, 463 acres) Middle Field (2 and 5,583 acres) and West 
Field (4 and 6,427 acres). 

Afield book qf 1728, by John Brasier, exists in a tabular form with four large membranes 
divided into columns. In the explanation (at the end) the code system for the areas of the 
lands is the same as that used for Burton Latimer, Finedon, Raunds and other places 
surveyed by Brasier (no symbol indicates 0.5 acre; r is a rood; 3r is a three-rood land; n is 
a natural rood or 0.333 acre). Most holdings are in single lands with a few twos and 
threes, except for parcels marked 'HP', which are the Hall Pieces, 'ancient demesne 
land to the Hall or manor house'. . 

The Hall Pieces are blocks oflands often lying at the end of a furlong (70 percent), 
varying mosdy from 6-11 lands. The demesne was therefore of the dispersed type; there 
is reference in 1408 to a balk near one of these blocks8. Large furlongs have Hall Pieces 
in central positions as well as the ends, which would be expected if there were a regular 
cycle. Tests for such a cycle showed that the pieces were 48 or 50 lands apart in large 
furlongs. The cycle probably represents 48-50 yardlands, but is not strictly regular. In 
1086 there were 4.75 hides, so 10 yardlands to the hide looks likely. The enclosure of 
1786 recorded 52 yardlands. 

Tenurial order. In 1259 a terrier with 4 parcels had the same neighbour9. A terrier of 
half a yardland in 1260 names 40 furlongs 1 o. There are 5 neighbours with one of them, 
Helia Kethil, holding 31 of the 37 named positions (84 percent), so indicating a regular 
order. The yardland is 23.25 acres from the added acreages. In 1411 a terrier of8 acres 
had 22 lands with 4 neighbours, 3:Dd 21 positions specified; of which 16 (76 percent) 
were occupied by Richard de Cranesleyll. There was still a regular order at this date, 
therefore. 

Neighbour analysis of the glebe for 1686 shows that here were 9 different neighbours 
of the 38 small parcels, 5 people holding 76 percent, indicating that disintegration had 
occurred. No cycle of names is self-evident on the 1728 terrier, other than the Hall 
pieces. 
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Field orders and offences. A few field orders occur in the 14th century, becoming more 
numerous during the 15th and increasing into regular lists by the mid 16th century12. 
The hayward presented thatJohn Cole had young bullocks and foals in the lord's corn 
in 1376. All the community of the village were ordered to repair Catalane Brigge in 
1377. Other orders for the years 1377, 1403, 1447, 1458, and 1459 are printed in 
Chapter 2. 

In 1463 sheep were not be placed in the pasture on thefolouglifeldwithout custody (fine 
15d. to the church fabric). The rede lond in the East Field at estardis balk, from the dike to 
the vill, should be cultivated and not left waste in 1465. Every one with ground at le Karre 
in the East Field, in 1475, should repair the watercourse. 

Copyhold land with work-service (remitted) was taken up in 1378; Thomas Toude 
entered half a yardland, for an annual rent of 6s 8d and pay 4d or mow for 1 day in the 
meadow. 

Uys. There was a ley at stonleys in 1339 13 and one was mentioned in a 1316 charter 
(above). 

Enclosed in 178614• 

1 NRO Bucc1euch charter 43 Hen 3 in X360. 
2 Id. 10 Edw 2. 
3 Id. 9 Edw2. 
4 Id. 10 Edw 3; 4 Hen 4; 9 Hen 4. 
5 Id. Edw 4. 
6 NRO Broughton glebe terriers and Bucc1euch terriers. 
7 NRO Bucc1euch terriers. 
8 NRO Bucc1euch charter 9 Hen 4 in X360. 
9 Id. 43 Hen 3 in X360. 

10 Id. 45 Hen 3. 
11 Id. 12 Hen 4. 
12 NRO Bucc1euch 17- 155 and 17- 160 in X386. 
13 NRO Bucc1euch charter 10 Edw 3 in X360. 
14 Act NRO BSL 63; Award, Enc10sure Enrolment Vol. H p. 428. 

Buckby, Long 

1977 Q 1765 
A small hamlet called Cotton End lies at the end of the long street of Long Buckby, 

and there is a warren on the heath that was probably a deer park at an earlier stage, 
according to the surviving ramparts. 

Buckby has 5 fields named in a terrier of 1656, but they are grouped to form a 
three-field tilth 1. The same 5 fields are listed in the quality book of 1765 and the 
groupings are likely to be the same 2 • 

1656 1765 
Field Acres Valuations in shillings 

Hoborow Field 6.375 128 Hoborough 
Hamers Field 6.25 136 Hamers 
North Field . 41 North 
SornyFie1d 36 Surney 
Highway Field 6 129 Highway 

60 Heath 
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There were 15 percent leys in 1656 and the yardland was 37.25 acres (taking a land as 
0.5 acre; the terrier is for a half yardland). A multiplicity of neighbours occurs, 26 
percent holding 45 positions of which 3 had 38 percent and 9 held 78 percent. Buckby 
was enclosed in 17653• . 

1 NRO SAS 81. 
2 NRO Box 873. 
3 Act NRO D 690; Award (1766) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. 0 p. 72. 

Bugbrook 

A terrier of 0.5 yardland made in 16491 shows there were 3 fields, West 4.25 acres (in 11 
parcels); Middle 8 acres (11 parcels); and South Field, 3.5 acres (7 parcels). These were 
not very evenly distributed. One yardland was therefore 31.5 acres. 

The glebe confirms there were 3 fields from 1738 until enclosure in 17802: 

Glebe 1736 
FilM Arable Leys Total 

East Field 21. 75 acres 11.167 32.92 
Middle Field 20.25 4.5 24.2 
West Field 16.75 16.25 33 

90.12 

The acreage was stated to be for 3 yardlands so 1 yardland was 30 acres and there 
were 35 percent leys. . 

Bugbrook had glebe and tithe in Upper and Lower Heyford. In Nether Heyford, 
Upper Wherestone furlong and most of the nether Wherestone furlong were in the 
parish of Bug brook and the rest belonged to Stowe. A few houses in the vill paid tithe, as 
well as 5 yardlands that had belonged to Lord Powis in 1736. 

Bugbrook was enclosed in 17793• Baker says that 1580 out of the total of2,190 acres 
were involved4, suggesting some ancient enclosure. The glebe (1780) lists ancient 
enclosures of 34,46, and 47 acres in extent. 

I NRO S(G) 67. 
2 NRO Bugbrook glebe terriers. 
3 Act NRO ZA 2448; Award (1781), Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Gp. 548. 
4 Baker i 120. 

Bulwick 

M 1979 P 1728 (furlongs) 
The parish consists of two adjacent settle~ents ofBulwick and Henwick, the last now 

deserted. No evidence has been discovered to show that they fonned two townships, but 
the multiple fields occurring may have arisen by amalgamation. Part of Kirby lies in 
Bulwick parish and part in Gretton (qv). 

An extent made in 12751 found that there was a chief messuage and a mill within the 
yard. It had a hall, large chamber, a stone kitchen with a stone (slate) roof, as well as a 
grange and a cowhouse with a thatched roof. In demesne were 136 acres of arable, 5 
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acres of meadow and a wood with underwood and a separate pasture called Himpehey. 
There were free tenants, villeins holding 14 yardlands, and 24 cottars. The vill held the 
demesne lands for an increased rent and there were 6 cottages newly sited on demesne. 

There were 6 named fields in 1633 and 7 in 1684, with lands distributed as below2• 

No simple grouping into sets of two or three fields is obvious. The same fields continue 
until enclosure in 1778. 

Ntl17Iein 1684 Parcels Acreage 

Neather 5 8 acres 
Cadge 4 15 
Dibbins 2 7 
Engals 5 11.5 
Hollow bottom 9 17.75 
Bantops 11 8.875 
Galla Hill 9 7.75 
ToW , 45 75.875 

Each parcel (1684) averages 1.69 acres; the land sizes, where given, were 1/7 and 1/9 
acre for the butts and 1/4, 1/3, 1/2 acres with, rarely, 1 acre for the others. The glebe 
may have been granted from a dispersed demesne, which would account for the larger 
than usual parcel sizes. 

Neighbours in 1633 are dominated by the gentry (fryant [fryon) for Bulwick, 
Brudenell (Deene) and Stafford (Blatherwycke). Almost no furlong names are given, 
lands being referred to neighbouring places and topography. 

A map of 1 728 by Tycho Wing has numbered and named furlongs referring to a field 
book3• There were 8 fields coloured according to the cropping of 1728. A thre~-course 
tilth was in operation, involving groupings offields not adjacent to each other, 1,998 
acres in all: 

Wheat 
Peas 
Fallow 

Henwick, Cadge and Little Holme Fields (red). 
Hollow Bottom and Dibbens Field (yellow). 
Nether, Ingrams and Deene Mill Fields (blue). To the north west lay Bulwick 
Park Wood and Ferris Spring, and 13 closes totalling c. 250 acres. Other closes 
lay next to Southwick parish. 

Bulwick was enclosed in 1778 and the award made in 17794:. 

1 NRO TB 2, 17th.-century copy. 
2 NRO Bulwick glebe terriers. 
3 NRO Map 763A. 
4- NRO Enclosure ,Enrolment Vol. E p.549. 

Burton Latimer 

~ 1971 F 1728 
The glebe 1 shows there were 3 unequal fields from 1632 until enclosure, called South 

Field 47 parcels; West Field 75 parcels and East Field which had Bracken and Bawshill 
divisions, 64 parcels. 

A 1738 field book by John Brasier has exactly the same fonnat as Broughton and 
e1sewhere2• It includes a survey of the vill but does not give the acreages of the holdings. 
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The summary of Gloucester Fee fanns shows there was a slightly unequal three-field 
system: 

FilM Total Two/arms 

Lands A R A R A R 

Bracken and Boshill Field 88 33 0 3 3 4 1 
South Field 83 26 2 3 2 3 2 
West Field 106 40 3 4 0 3 1 

277 100 1 

Demesne can be identified as blocks of 6-12 lands, usually in the hands of either A. 
Dickens or W. Whiting, often lying next to each other. Sometimes these blocks are 
glebe. Often also the blocks are at the beginning or end of a furlong (Braken and Boshill 
Fields, furlongs 12, 14, 15, 18,29, etc). There is no concentration near the vill and so a 
completely dispersed demesne is indicated. A piece of wold (p. 25) was split as 14 and 15 
lands between the demesne holders only, indicating that this was once demesne 
woodland. 

No regular order can be observed by inspection, but the blocks of demesne at the 
beginning or end of furlongs, like Broughton, would indicate that there probably had 
been one. Most furlongs have single or very small parcels oflands, but a few do not and 
these may prove to be early assarting, as at Raunds. 

The Gloucester Fee has no obvious grouping by inspection and does not occur in 
every furlong nor in any demesne blocks. It was therefore probably an ancient purchase 
and not a manorial holding. 

Enclosed in 18033• 

1 NRO Burton glebe terriers. 
2 NRO ML 123, a survey oflands belonging to the Gloucester Fee; see Raunds for an explanation. 
3 Act NRO YZ 9603; Map 2799 (1807); Award, 1803 Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Lp. 24l. 

Byfield 

The parish contains a detached old enclosure called Trafford, and the two townships of 
Byfield and Westhorp 1. The Enclosure Award reveals that there were two separate field 
systems for Byfield and Westhorp2. Byfield township, described from 1633 until 
enclosure in 1778, had a two-field system with 2 yardlands of glebe lying in the West 
Field as 56 parcels of arable and 4 ofley, and in the East Field 42 arable and 8 ofley (19 
percent ley in all). The meadows of 1662 were divided into 72 parts, as described in 
Chapter 83• 

Westhorp 
Westhorp had a two-field system, described in a terrier of one yardland made in 16144-
and printed in Chapter 4. Two fields lasted until enclosure. The 1614 terrier has a very 
regular order with Anthony Boote being a neighbour in 24 cases (out of 41). North Field 
had 6 acres arable and 3.5 ley; and in South Field were 7.5 acres arable, 4 acres ley, so 
one yardland was 21 acres in all5• All lands and leys are 0.5 acres and ley amounted to 36 
percent. 
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During the 17th century there were several experiments at Byfield changing from a 
two field to a three-field system. In 1640 it was agreed to make three fields and the 
boundaries of the 3 fields, called East Field, Middle Field, and 'the third' Field were 
written down. A cow pasture was made on a hill of Byfield called Blackdown in 1640, 
everyone had to 'dig and quickset', and 3 gates were made at the cost of the inhabi~nts, 
rated on the cow commons. Two of the fields were to be hained and kept 'several', and 
the third fallow. The system was to continue for 6 years only6. The experiment did not 
seem to continue, as court orders for 1646 revoked all previous ones and does not 
mention fields, and in 1661 there were references to East Side and West Side, the old 
names for the two fields 7• 

However, in 1666, the 'whole field' was divided into 6 parts or heaches, apart from a 
few furlongs, and was to continue for 6 years. The description of the field boundaries 
shows that there were 3 fields each for Byfield and Westhorp. In 1671 the 6 heaches of 
1665 were ordered to be continued. There seems to be reversion to two fields in 1698 
when the West Side was said to be fallow. In 1710 the townships were again divided into 
three fields each. For 1710 and 1711 there is much detail with terriers of the glebe in all 
the six fields, and lists of the amounts of seed sowns. 

Terriers of 1633, 1688 and 17059 describe two fields; in 1688 there should have had 
three fields. Either the writer of the deed was copying an older terrier or the experiment 
was considered to be temporary and not relevant to a record of the physiCal where
abouts of the lands. 

Orders. Several lists of field orders survive, those of 1630 were similar to orders of 1648 
which were numbered 1 o. They dealt with the usual matters; each yardland should have 
4- beast or 4 horses on the common, being 2 beasts with the herd from Holyrood to 
Lammas, and 2 on their own ground until Lammas after which they should go on the 
common; cottagers' cows ran with the farmers; there should be 24 sheep per yardland in 
winter and summer; no one should use another man's common without first informing 
the tellers; the overseers took a levy for 'trenching and scouring' in the usual gutters 
when necessary; the overseers were to collect the moletaker's wages. In 1660 balks were 
laid down 4 feet wide, half and half from the adjoining lands. 

Farming 1668-90. The glebe was farmed in hand and tithes were paid in kind during 
1668-90, and much detail is available on farming methods and yields; further infor
mation is given for I 710-1 71411. 

There are lists of farmers' names with the numbers of lambs, fleeces, and calves 
produced, enabling studies of stock levels to be made (1689). In 1690 tithe wool was 60 
fleeces short of the 1689 total; since there were about 112 yardlands in the fields of 
Byfield and Westhorp, at 20 sheep per yardland the parson was expecting to have 220 
fleeces. Tithe hay was similarly listed; it was sold in 1690 as it stood on the ground. The 
tithe of hay from grass ends was sold to most of the Westhorp farmers, but Byfield 
'heads' were gathered in kind. 
. Payments were made for weeding the glebe and harvesting in 1689 to several women, 
the wives of the farmers; reaping 42 lands cost 7.5d per land. Sheaves were set up into 
'thraves' in 1668-9 (instead of the more usual 'shocks'). A 'hired servant' was paid £2 
10s 2d. for thrashing, the parson 'using a great deal of straw for burning in the brew 
house last winter'. Barley and other straw was tithe able [po 49]. Reaping costs for 4 men 
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were 6s., 1 man Is., and 2 women Is; wheat from the glebe yardland in Westhorp Field 
was thrashed and winnowed, most of it being sold at Banbury. Wages for thrashing were 
paid to Harry Harris, 9 days 'beside my man' 2 days. 

The glebe crop of 1714 was valued at £35 17s, and consisted of, Wheat (5qu 1 bu 0 
peck), Meslin 6 1 0, Barley 184 1, and Peas 2 2 0, in all 32 quarters and 1 peck. The 32 
quarters would weigh c. 64 tons, and this came from 3 yardlands or 63 acres of which 
two thirds, less the ley, was sown, or about 34 acres of arable (at 20 percent ley). The 
average yields were therefore about 1.85 tons per acre in 1710. Sowing levels for rye and 
peas was 3-4 bushels per acre in 1 710, so there was about a l6-fold yield. 

A detailed survey of yardlands in Westhorp in 1710 gives the names of the yardland 
holders and size of the holdings to the nearest quarter yardland. The 19 owners had a 
total of 36, for which the tithe composition was £54. 

1'ardlands and the Domesday assessment. In 1690 there were 'about 112' yardlands in 
Byfield and Westhorp. The detailed list for Westhorp totalled 36 in 1710, and the 
tenurial cycle of holders in the meadows ofByfield indicate there were 72 yardlands, so 
the accurate total was 10812. This corresponds to Domesday estates of 8 and 2 hides, 
giving an overall ratio of c. 11 yardlands to the hide. If the larger estate could be 
identified with Byfield then the following interesting relationship is apparent, with the 
ratio for Byfield being exacdy half that ofWesthorp: 

Byfield 
Westhorp 
Totals 

8 
2 

10 

Yardlands 

72 
36 

108 

9 
18 

If correct then Westporp had 'beneficial' hidation, since the yardlands in both 
townships were the same size (21 acres, above). . 

Byfield and Westhorp were enclosed together in 177813• 

TrtdfOrd 
Trafford formed a third, detached, township in Chipping Warden, and was still open 
with its town and fields in 147114, but 600 sheep were kept in 1547. It was 'pasture' by 
1637 15 and contained 323 acres of old closes in 1780. One of them , called Old Town, was 
probably the site of the vill of Traffordl6. 

1 NRO Bby 15. 
2 NRO Byfield 56P /501. 
3 Id. 56P /91. 
4 NRO Bby 80 and Bby 83. 
5 NRO BBy 80, 83. 
6 NRO Byfield 56P172. 
7 Id. 53, 75. 
8 Id. 77-80, 30 ft3- 5. 
9 NRO Byfield glebe terriers and XYZ 436. 

10 NRO Byfield 56P171, 74. 
11 Id. 28-30 
12 NRO 56P /28 p. 44; id. 30 f.3. 
13 Act NRO D1942; Map 2356 (1779); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. H p.lOO. 
14 NRO Spencer 1281; Allison et al. p.47. 
15 NRO photostat 1030. 
16 NRO H(H)130. 
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