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In the 1734 the lands offive people were distributed irregularly among 4 fields2: 

Field Sizes of holdings in acres 

1 2 3 4 5 

Wood Field 14 15 7.5 0 10.25 
East Field 9 24 6.25 1.25 16 
Nether Field 25 19 1.5 1.75 5.5 
Long Stocking field 7 4.06 8.5 

There are several other terriers showing similar irregularities, and many have lands 
in all 4 fields. No field groupings are given; possibly.these lands are regular common field 
mixed with demesne and seignurial assarts. Enclosed in 18083. 

1 NRO Blisworth glebe terriers. 
2 NRO G 2572. 
3 Act NRO G 4026; Map 2931 (c. 1808) marks 3 fields and much old enclosure. 

Boddington 

M 1982 
The parish contains the two townships of Upper and Lower Boddington. A demesne 

of c. 1180 lay in 2 fields, 10 acres (in one parcel) in one part and 10 acres in another (in 
parcels of7, 3 and 1 acre l ). There were still two fields in 1200, a holding having 2 acres 
each in the East Field and West Field, not specified to either township2. 

Upper Boddington had two fields, the East and the West in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. The glebe3 which' lies entirely in Upper Boddington had: 

East Field 
64 lands 19 leys 
Total 83 

West Field 
74 lands 10 leys 9 butts 
84 + 9 butts 

Hill Ground 
34leys 
34 

The arable was almost equally distributed, but there was an all-grass Hill Ground, 
lying to the north. This may have been demesne, or cow pasture taken out of the two 
fields. An acreage of 25. 75 is implied in the yardland, assuming all the lands were half 
acres (suggested by the occurrence of many groups of two lands in the terriers and the 
glebe consisting of four yardlands). There was 30 percent ley. A terrier of 1707 follows 
the same format of East and West fields and an all-grass Hill Ground+. 

Two terriers of 1694, being each half of 4 yardlands, provide the following view of the 
fields. There are two named fields but no separate Hill Ground, those of its furlongs 
identifiable are said to be in the East Field. The distribution is c. 20 lands in the East and 
c. 17 in the West5; the yardland of29.6 acres is estimated by addition of the parcel sizes. 
The same scheme is followed in a terrier of 1711 from the deeds ofWilliam Gardner's 
lands6 describing only two fields. The furlongs named in what was the Hill Ground of 
the glebe are described this time as part of t4e West Field; there were 53 lands and leys of 
arable in the West and 55 lands and leys in the East with a large piece ofleys (39 entries) 
'in the West' but which include the furlongs of Hill ground; the estimated yardland size 
is 34 acres, since the terrier was for 2.25 yardlands. This conflicting evidence of the 
origin of the grass Hill Ground probably shows that it had been taken out of both fields, 
but it had been forgotten exactly where from in the early 18th century. 
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Lands and yardlands. The glebe, from 1720 onwards, has the lands in each furlong 
numbered. The glebe lands always occur in groups of two adjacent strips which are 
nearly always 20 apart. That is, there was a regular fixed cycle of20 yardlands, which is 
further supported because the same person, Thomas CleCl:ver in 1752, was a neighbour 
for every land. The Domesday owner, the Count of Mo ita in, had 2 hides, so equating 
10 yardlands to the hide 7• A regular tenurial order of great antiquity therefore seems 
likely. 

Upper Boddington has a draft enclosure map (surviving only in redrawn form of 
18688). It shows all the furlong boundaries and gives their names. They correspond well 
with the 1982 survey. The irregular boundary between the townships suggests that they 
were once an entity, separated after the furlongs were created. 

UJwer Boddington 
The earliest surviving terrier exists in a transcript of 1862 and dates from 1686. It 
describes two fields, East and West, as with Upper Boddington. The arable is equally 
dispersed between them but they have unequal amounts ofleys, wi~ totals oflands and 
leys 32 (West) and 43 (East) for the one yardland, which implies 37.5 acres if all the lands 
were half acres9. 

By 1701 the system had been changed. A terrier of one yardland, dated 1701 10, 

described three fields containing 24 lands (Hill Field), 19 lands (Brook Field) and 19 
lands (Redland Field); so although three-field, it was not regular. The size of the 
yardland is ,implied at 31 acres. In 1751 there were 42 percent leys in half a yardland and 
11 people occupied 68 neighbouring positions, of whom 3 held 71 percent. There was 
probably a regular order, although the remaining positions were shared by 8 people 1 1. 

Enclosed in 175812• 

1 Printed Calendar at NRO (186711909) from Magdalen College, Oxford, Brackley 53A. 
2 Id. C97. 
3 NRO Bodclington glebe terriers. 
4 NROZA58. 
5 NRO ZA 4398. 
6 From D. Pitts MSS. 
7 ThOI1l and Thorn 18-96. 
8 NRO maps 3121, 3133. 
9 NRO SSF (B) VII. 

10 NROZA48. 
11 NRO YZ 7100. 
12 Award NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. A p. 56. 

Boughton 

The glebe of 1684 describes a three-field system l : 

Barrow Field 
Salworth Field 
Delves Field 

Total 

43 + pieces 
30 
35 

Arable 

40 roods 
24 
27 

3 plus a 17 -land piece 
8 
8 

The total was 108 roods for a yardland, or 125 roods including the 'piece', 27 acres or 
31.25 acres, ·with IB percent ley. Another terrier of c. 1700 describes 4 fields; Church 
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Field 25 parcels, mostly roods, 11 of them leys; Bridge Field 25 parcels, 6 leys; Sallad 
Field 28 parcels including 4 leys; and a Barrow Field in three parts, - Park Barrow 
9 roods with Middle Barrow 8 roods and Windmill Barrow 5 roods- 23 in all. There 
were 21 percent leys and the area of a yardland was c.27 acres2: 

A terrier of 1347 describes 6 roods lying as 6 separate parcels, there being only 2 
neighbours mentioned 3 times each3• A regular order of tenants is therefore suggested at 
this earlier dat~. The tenurial order is still very regular in 1684; in one of the fields, two 
neighbours are mentioned for each land, the same person is always on one side (50 
times) and two other people have 31 and 14 references; three people hold 95 percent of 
the positions. 

Enclosed in 17564• 

I NRO Boughton glebe terriers. 
2 NRO XYZ 584. 
3 NRO Spencer 972. 
4 Act NRO CAM llB. 

Bowden Little 

M 1983 
There were two fields in 1434, East and West, a 7-rood terrier having an unequal 

division between them 1• East Field was mentioned in 14002• In 1612 there were three 
fields; West, South, and East3• 

The glebe terriers (NRO copy of 1633 made in c. 1720) show the following 
distribution4: 

A.rable ~s Total 

East field 8.385 4.6 12.985 acres 
South Field 5.125 4.0B 9.205 
West Field 5.25 3.58 8.83 
Total 18.76 12.26 31.02 

From which there was 40 percent ley and three slightly unequal fields. The glebe 
holding had commons for 5 cows and 40 sheep; the yardland size is not stated. 

Land distribution in 1684 for one yardland with common for 4.5 kine and 40 sheep 
was5: 

A.rable ~ Total 

(unnamed) 4.71 1 5.71 acres . 
Middle Field 5.21 2 7.21 
East Field 4.92 2.B 7.72 
Total 14.84 5.8 20.64 

Hence there were 28 percent of leys and a yardland was 21 acres. The same field 
arrangement lasted until 1774. 

A 1475 terrier described 4.75 acres with 9 different neighbours of whom 3 held 63 
percent of the positions, suggesting that a regular order had existed. The furlong names 
of how gate (1383) , brandongate (1400) and Farnedon gate (1462), show that the vill falls 
into the area of Scandinavian influence6. 
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An agreement to reduce the numbers of animals stinted was made in 17187• 

The freeholders and owners, occupiers ofland and commons in Little Bowden being sensible 
of the great benefitt and advantage wee have reaped by a well ordered stint or agreement, lately 
made, now expiring relating to our comon pasture in the feilds ... 

Some yardlands had common of pasture for 40 sheep and 4 kine, and others had 40 
sheep and 5 kine, which was to be abated, so that there were 20 sheep and 2 kine, or 20 
sheep and 2 kine 'and two feet'. Those with but little land were allowed to hire up to 12 
cow commons from the surveyor of the highway or townsmen at 10 shillings annually. 
No kine were to enter common pasture before lOth May. When the Mill Field was 
fallow, sheep there from 1 st August could also go in the Middle Field in a sheep walk 
called Wilons Leys or Dunmores Hill Walk, so far only as long hedge. Previously any 
number of horses could be commoned without stint, but this was to be limited to 2 
horses per yardland after 25th March. Up to 5 horse commons could be hired by the 
small holders for 2s. annually. No commons were to be let to any 'out town person' (fine 
405.), and no shepherd was to be hired by any person rejecting the agreement. It was to 
continue for 21 years. 

If the abatement was broken a 20s. fine for each cow and 5s. per sheep was to be paid 
for repair of highways. Any default of the agreement would cost £5 to be used for the 
same purpose. It was signed by 29 people. 

Details of the laying out of meadow ground in a slade next to leverett laits shows that it 
was marked out with holes and stones8 : 

To layout these doles first find the stone betwixt the leverett laies & Robert Clearkes dole then 
mesure over Robert Clearkes dole: then 2 pole towards the brooke is a hole from which you 
must wad straight upon the millne until you finde the other stone. 

Enclosed in 17799 when there were 51 yardlands. 

1 NROTLB 12. 
2 NROTLB5. 
3 NROTLB46. 
4 NRO Little Bowden glebe terriers. 
5 NROTLB84. 
6 NRO TLB 28 (1475); TLB 3 (1383); TLB 4 (1400); TLB 23 (1462). 
7 NROTLB84. 
8 NRO TLB 66, c. 1730. 
9 Details in NRO,j. W. Anscomb's list of enclosures. 

Bozeat 

M 1964 H P (part) 1595 
Bozeat had a three-field system from 1441 until enclosure in 1799. The names most 

commonly used were Sandwell Field, Ditches Field arid Wood Field. A charter of 1441 
names Dychefyld and Wodefyld and begins the final terrier section with land 'in 
Sandewell over dubbecroft', seemingly missing out the word 'fyld'!. The woodfield 
seems to have encroached on the area of ancient wood held in common with Easton and 
Grendon. Hence the dispersed land ofBozeat was said to be in the parishes ofBozeat, 
Easton Maudit and Grendon in 17372• 

A terrier made by All Souls College, Oxford, in 1580, describes Wood Field, 20 lands 
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in 14 parcels; Diche Field 19 lands in 1 7 parcels; Sandwell Field 2 4 lands in 1 7 parcels3. 

The College also has a map of the same land made in 15954 showing the oudine of some 
furlongs that concord with the field sUIVey plans. The great fields of 1 799 are marked on 
the enclosure Award plan6. 

The fields are equal in area, and there was pasture at the south east and north east, 
showing the frequendy obseIVed contraction of arable in favour of pasture at the parish 
periphery. Within the arable land there was only 4 percent ofleys in 17987• The furlongs 
have been identified using modem field names (collected by E. Corby in 1987) and from 
the internal abuttal evidence of the terriersB• The principal medieval roads in Bozeat 
were called gates. That to the south was simply the gate, and to the east, along the county 
boundary was the park gate, and park little gate. The park, so frequendy mentioned in 
the terriers has nothing to do with Bozeat woodland (not called a park until recendy) but 
to Harrold Park, Beds. This seems to have dominated the topography on the east, there 
being park green, park slade, - the main brook running into Bozeat- and the corre
sponding park slade furlong. 

Yardlands are not mentioned in the later records or at the enclosure in 1799, but a 
deed of 1650 records that the yardland was 60 acres9. This is unusually large and 
probably reflects that woodland had been taken into the fields, increasing yardland 
area. No yardlands are mentioned after that date, probably because the large size 
caused transactions of small parts, m~asured in acres only. 

A detailed terrier of c. 160010 shows that lands were distributed uniformly in all the 
furlongs (as far as can be ascertained from the furlongs identifiable). 

Field orders occur at an early date; in 1413 Alexander Rolfbroke an unspecified one, 
and in 1426 there was a common order made between the villages of Bozeat and 
Easton. Several people broke an order about horses being tied in the fields in 1443, and 
William Se rich and John Koo had beast trespassing in corn. Thomas Barratte stopped 
up the park way and poyne way, and ploughed a common balk called slatbalk (1578). 
The manorial courts regularly listed strays coming into the manor, young pigs arriving 
in 1414 and 143211. 

Woodlaizd at Bozeat has been described in Chapter 7. Early medieval or Late Saxon 
wood occupied a large area, according to the furlong names of stocking, capthorne, 
vicar's oak and buckram (bekerode, 'buck rood'), all lying in the Wood Field next to the 
main stocking area. The open fields had encroached on to the area of shared wood, 
probably on or near the furlongs described. 

Enclosed in 1 798 12• 

1 NRO NPL 20. 
2 NRO YZ 1463. 
3 Gray 1915, p,481, from All Souls College terrier no. 35. 
4 NRO M261 frames 2(}-21. 
5 D. N. Hall, CBA Group 9 Newsletter 3 (1973) pp. 32- 3. 
6 NRO Map 2839. 
7 NROX3836. 
8 Terrier sources at NRO are: 1441- 1 NPL20; 1600 ZA 3763; 1677, Old Box 1184; 1706,X3836; 1743, 

Old box 1509/1; 1748, Old Box 150717; 1748, BSL Bundle 5; 1798, X3836. 
9 NRO Box 1509/9. 

10 NRO ZA 3726. . 
11 NRO Duchy of Lancaster lrchester court rolls in X708-71O. 
12 Act NRO BSL 4; Map 2839 (1799); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. K pp. 215-49. 
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Brackley 

M 1981 P 1829 
A printed version of a 13th-century terrier1 says there were 2 fields with 20 acres, 10 

each in the North and South Fields. The North Field has 19 entries each of 0.5 acre, 
with two of them made up of adjacent two roods. Seven people (taking Sarah andAlice 
Tollard as the same holding) held 27 named positions, 2 of them occupying 70 percent, 
indicating a regular order. A more complex field arrangement is suggested by mention 
of newenmannefield which is abutted by two of the lands. . 

A small holding of4 acres, 1671, had in Castle Field 2 acres as 3 parcels, and Old 
Town Field 2 acres as 2 parce1s2. In 1771 there were 5 fields3, called Castle Field 14 
acres in 33 pieces; Old Town Field 10 acres (16 pieces), High Field 21 (40), Middle 
Castle Field 10 (24), and Middle Old Town Field 13 acres in 16 pieces. 

It is not obvious how these were run. The land belonged to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, and was formerly monastic that may have included demesne and small pieces 
from ancient grants. There were few neighbours so a regular tenurial order is probable. 
Most of the lands in the terrier are numbered but no pattern is readily discernable. 

If the 2 Castle Fields and the 2 Old Town Fields are grouped together then the 
distribution becomes: Castle 24 acres, Old Town 23.5, High Field 22 acres. This seems 
to be a three-field system. A plan made in 1829 shows the whereabouts of the fields4 . 

Yardland stints in 1561 were 6 beast or horses and 40 sheep5. Many open-field orders 
are listed from 1554--16106• Among those for 16107 is reference to stinting a 'great 
ploughland' with 7 draught cows or 6 oxen, and every 'small p10ughland' had 5 draught 
horses or 6 oxen. No plough holder in the borough should have above 12 swine on the 
common. 

Enclosed in 18298. The enclosure details have been discussed by Lowerson9. 

1 Printed in c. 1906 from an 1867 transcription, copy at NRO, 'Brackley 63', a charter ofMagdalen College, 
Oxford. 

2 NRO XYZ 356; XYZ 348 is a 1719 description of the same. 
3 NRO Ag 83. 
4 NRO Map 848, outline reproduced by Lowerson (see f.n.9). 
5 NRO E(B) 233 m.9. 
6 NRO E(B) 220-232. 
7 NRO E(B) 232 m.20. 
8 Act NRO XY 5651; Map 441 (1829); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. 0 p.237. 
9 J. R. Lowerson, 'Enclosure and farm holding in Brackley 1829-51' }{PP 5 pt.l (1978), pp. 33-48. 

Bradden 

M 1982 F 1740, 1761 P 1803 (furlongs) 
There were two fields in 1507, the North Field and East Field 1. These were separate 

field systems because the glebe lay in the North Field only and demesne lay as 5 
yardlands in one field and 2 in the other. Mter partial enclosure of much of the North 
Field in 1509 all the remaining open land in both fields was set up as a two tilth system 
with the same field names. This arrangement continued until after 15892, when the East 
Field was split and called Upper and Middle field before c. 16503. In 1692 there were 
three fields, the West Field towards Slapton, Middle Field, and North Field4

• These 
continued until enclosure in 18035, the first changing its name to Upper Field and the 
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others remaining the same. The glebe of 180 1 had its land distributed unevenly between 
the fields; North 18 acres, Middle 8.5 acres and Upper 5.75 acres. The distribution of 
open-field-land in 17406 and 1761 for selected tenants 7 was: 

1 740 fieldbook, selected tenants 

Upper F~ld MiddleF~ld North F~ld 

Job Goodman 13 acres 17 26 
John Hull 38 55 56 
Edward White 31 37 40 

1761 field book 

Upper F~ld Middle F~ld North F~ld Meadow Total 
A R P A R P A R P a r p 

William Ives 103 3 23 141 15 141 2 12 19 1 17 406 0 27 
Others 73 1 2 78 31 76 3 32 9 3 4 229 0 23 
Total 689 3 15 

There was an average of 42 percent ley in all the fields and 23 acres per yardland. 

r murial order. A terrier of the North Field of 1507 refers to 24 parcels, nearly all single 
lands, all except one have both neighbours described. Robert Matthews, the lord, was 
neighbour 23 times on one side, and the glebe was neighbour 21 times on the other side, 
indicating a highly regular order. In another terrier of 1512 the first part was regular 
with one owner always on the east or south side of the first 12 lands, and 4 other people 
occupying the other side; this is 'sun division's. The glebe of the North Field of 1512 had 
18 parcels with 32 named positions described, 30 of them occupied by 2 people9• These 
examples indicate there was a regular order not much altered until 1512, after which 
many exchanges were made, when the glebe was relocated in the other field. 

Tardlands. In 1493 there was concern to know the exactly size of the yardland, whether , 
it was 22 or 24 acres lO• The 1761 field book found that the yru:dland was 23 acres. The 
glebe 2 yardlands lay in parcels of'2 acres' ~ands) in the North Field (1512) showing that 
a land represented a yardland. The percent ley in the glebe of 1512 was 6.25, but by 
1761 there was a much higher amount ofley in the fields (above). 

There were 26 yardlands in 1761, 6 of them in demesne 1 1. The Domesday survey 
noted 2.8 hides in two estates, making c. 9 yardlands to the hide, if the same number of 
yardlands was maintained after partial enclosure. It may be that the two early estates 
represent the two townships. 

Every yardland had 20 sheep commons and 4 cows and every cottage had 3 sheep 
commons all the year in 1692. By 1740 there were 3 cow commons, 1.5 horse commons 
and 16 sheep to the yardland12• This had changed again by 1761 (see below). 

Demesne. A terrier of the demesne was made in 1692, being 6 yardlands called Hall 
Land, belonging to the manor house 13. The parcels were dispersed amongst most of the 
furlongs and consisted of mainly of 1-6 lands, with a few larger pieces. The glebe was 
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often a neighbour, showing that it had been a grant of demesne. The enclosed old north 
field was also described as demesne. 

Field books. Two field books were made after partial enclosure, dated 1740 and 176l. 
The 1740 field book is neatly arranged with vertical lines of green and yellow forming 

stripes that make the columns offigues easy to read. It was made by George Nunn, who 
also made a plan of the ancient enclosure. Each furlong has the number oflands written 
by the side of each tenant and proprietor; only the tenanted land was measured in acres 
roods and poles. The total of land in each furlong is given, and there are full abuttals. 
The cow pasture was not measured. On £47 the tenants' holdings are summarised in 
each field. They wereJohn Goodman, 3 yardlands,John Hull, 6.25 yardlands, Edward 
Wright 4.25, and Henry Pittam 3.5 yardlands. The total open-field land was 402 acres, 
and there were 24 horse commons, 50 cows and 272 sheep. 

The field book of 1 761 is a detailed terrier and survey of the vill and ancient 
enclosure. It also gives other useful information on the operation of the fields, the size of 
the township etc. At the end are summary tables of the fields and the proprietors' lands 
listed by furlong. 

The whole open-field area was 690 acres, the lord having 324 acres of old enclosure 
as well. This shows that nearly a third of the total open field had been enclosed in 1509, 
or about two-thirds of the old North Field. This is an unusual type of enclosure; it did not 
involve a whole field, nor did the free holders have enclosed land of their own. Normally 
such partial enclosure (Braybrooke, Morton Pinkney, Norton, Stanwick, Thorpe Mal
sor) was shared by all the freeholders and was in effect an extension of the formation of 
leys and cow pasture. 

In 1761 the meadows were measured as customary poles of 8 feet width, (£ 70), with 
tithe pieces occupied on a two-year cycle in Fallow meadow and Brook meadow. Brook 
meadow and Fallow meadow were divided into lots of two customary poles of8 feet per 
yardland, and each person's lot varied for 4 years when the cycle began again. There 
were 24 and 48 divisions in Brook meadow, 48 in Fallow meadow and 56 in Braddon 
meadow. 

The field customs in 1761 were that ewes could feed until Martinmas with the same 
number lambs as the sheep stint; if there were more lambs than sheep then two of them 
should account as a sheep. Mter Martinmas all lambs counted as sheep. Cows entered 
the pasture on 14th May and were taken out on St Andrew's day. Horses, or mares, or 
mares and foals, could be placed in the cow pasture provided they did not trespass on 
the field at Lammas. Horses or mares without foals could be tied in the wheat and bean 
fields as soon as harvest was complete, and taken out at All Hallows. Hogs and swine 
were turned in the fields as soon as harvest was done and taken out when wheat was 
sown (£ 76d). 

The rights of common for a yardland were 2 horses, 4 cows, and for 20 sheep from 
Lady day until Lammas and for 30 sheep Lammas to Lady day. A cottage had 1 cow and 
3 sheep. There were 26 yardlands and 6 cottages, but two of them had no sheep 
allowance. The land ownership was (£ 77): Charles Ives 17.25 yardlands, Goodman 2.5, 
Cox 2.75, Baldwin 1.5 and 2, in all 26 yardlands. There were also 6 cottages; the total 
number of commons was 52 horses III cows 538/798 sheep (summer lwinter). A list of 
field orders was made in 1650 referring to jointways and allowing 2 horses for each 
yardland 14. 
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Enclosure. An agreement for partial enclosure was made between the lord, Robert 
Matthews, the rector, and 7 freeholders in 150915• Robert Matthews had 'taken dyked 
enclosed in and heggid a certen feld callid the North Feld set and lying within the felds of 
Bradden and it extendith from Kirby Close unto portwey close as the dike now 
boundeth it' ... The freeholders' lands in the North Field were granted to Robert 
Matthews in exchange for his land in other parts of Brad den. Two furlongs of the North 
Field were left open as the property of the freeholders. The lord was to have no cattle in 
the fields, only in his closes, but he could have swine in Bradden Fields as and when the 
other freeholders did. He was to repair the mounds of North Field and not to enclose 
any more land. The agreement was amended in 1511 so that the lord could put catde in 
the fields. The exchanges were detailed in terriersl6. The closes made extended to 324 
acres in 1761 17• The remainder of the parish was enclosed in 180318• 

1 NRO GI 49, 53. 
2 NRO Bradden glebe terriers. 
3 NRO GI59. 
4 NROGI 334. 
5 NRO Map 2936. 
6 NRO GI 337. 
7 NRO GI 338. 
8 NRO GI 49; NRO GI52. 
9 NRO GI 53. 

10 NRO GI 14. 
11 NRO GI 338 f.77. 
12 NRO GI 337 p.52. 
13 NRO GI 334. 
14 NRO GI 323 
15 NRO GI 50, 55. 
16 NRO GI 49,52-4. 
17 NRO GI 388 f.77d-79. . 
18 NRO GI 246-7 (Bill and Act, GI 257 accounts). The draft map shows furlong boundaries in the open area 

and gives some of the names, as well as marking the new enclosures, NRO Map 2936. 

Brafield 

M 1991 P 1829 (furlongs) 
Brafield had a detached meadow in Litde Houghton meadows, and the glebe had 

other meadow intermixed with those of Little Houghton. Bridges states that all the fields 
were intermixed 1, but it was only the South Field of Little Houghton that was involved 
according the evidence of terriers. 

From the late 17th century until enclosure there were three tilths, with a complex 
arrangement of 4 fields; land in the South Field of Lit de Houghton formed a fifth. The 
tilth fields were not all adjacent. 

A 1693 holding was distributed in East Field 25 acres, grouped with South Field 5.75 
acres, total 30.75; Ridgeway Field near Brafield, 26.5 acres grouped with Ridgeway 
Field near Houghton 4.5 acres, total 31 acres; Over Field 20.25 and 5 acres, total 25.25 
acres2• Demesne furlongs of furze were listed in the same year3• 

A survey of all the arable lands in the late 17th cenhtry referred to the three fields of 
Brafield4• The glebe of 1685 had a distribution fairly equal between three field groups, 
mad~ uneven by the addition oflands in Litde Houghton South Field. Various sources 
are collected below5: 
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Field Glebe 1685 1693 

Church (East) Field 10.25 acres 25 
with Little Houghton South Field 3 acres 5.75 

Ridgeway Field (next Houghton) 10 acres 26.25 
Upper (next Denton Meer) 20.25 

and Bridge Field 11 .5 acres 5 

17th 

375.5 

285.25 
213.5 
172.75 
969 

209 

The glebe had commons for 9 cows and 45 sheep. Bridges6 states this was for 2 
yardlands and that the whole township, in c. 1615, consisted of 18 ploughlands each 
consisting of 3 yardlands, that is 54 in all. The glebe area is 34.75 acres, making the 
yardland 17.375 acres. This value suggests that 54 yardlands would be 938 acres, which 
agrees with the stated total of 969 acres for the arable land in c. 1690. Yardlands were 
not mentioned in 1685 or later. 

There is little evidence of any regular tenurial order in the glebe. The Church Field of 
1685 had 13 people as neighbours, and 4 people occupied 58 percent of the positions. In 
Ridgeway Field 3 people occupied 70 percent of the 20 positions, but they were not the 
same people as the 4 most frequent names of the Church Field. 

The complex cropping arrangement was presumably to even out variable soil 
quality. The interminglmg with Little Houghton may have have been caused by an 
exchange of woodland belonging to Brafield for riverine meadow in Little Houghton. 
Brafield Furze is not mentioned in the glebe terrier, but is listed as demesne by the lord 
John Thomton in 1693. Probably the Furze had been demesne woodland, some of 
which was given to Houghton. Brafield Wood was mentioned as an abuttal in a terrier of 
Horton in 14587• Such an arrangement would explain the connection between the 
parishes without necessitating the interpretation that the two were once a single parish 
and township. 

A Chancery agreement made in 1650 setded intercommoning rights on the Furze, 
meadow and on the South Field when it was fallowS. This provides further support that 
there had been common ground on which both townships had encroached with their 
fields. Enclosed in 1827 with Little Houghton qv9. 

I Bridges i p . 339. 
2 NRO Tb 174. 
3 NROTb 172. 
4 NROTb 181. 
5 NRO Brafield glebe terriers. 
6 Bridges i p. 339. . 
7 NRO G(H) 251 . 
8 NRS transcripts, Little Houghton; published in D. Hall, 'Little Houghton 1972, a Parish Field SUIvey', 

Northmnptonshire Past and Present 5, 1976, pp. 295- 304. 
9 NRO Map 2928, on which are marked furlong boundaries and names. 

Brampton Ash 

M 1983 
There was a regular series of numbered orders, called 'bylaws' before 1434, when 

John Ruston, shepherd broke, 'the bylaw ... in the neats' pasture ... and broke bylaw 
number 9'1. An order made in 1440 was that 'each tenant must keep his horses with 
foals and other beast out of the separate fields and pasture or be fined 12d'. Yardlands 
were transferred to tenants between 1433- 72• 
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Brampton was probably enclosed in c. 1658, from the Quarter Sessions reference, in 
1659, to the 'late inclosure'3. There was a subseqent enclosure by Decree referred to in 
16734• The rector had 50 acres of old enclosure, and 7 acres of wood. He was given, for 
the glebe formerly dispersed, a homestead close that included a dovecote and another 
new close of 57 acres. Tithe rates of the other new enclosures were listed and in 1738 the 
areas were specified as 851 and 209 acres (1060 acres in all). There were, in 1673,30 
homesteads with paddocks up to 2 acres. 

1 NRO FH 346 m.2. 
2 Id. mAd and m.2. 
3 NRO QSRlI14 f.81. 
4 NRO Brampton Ash glebe terriers. 

Bramptons, Church and Chapel 

M 1975 P 1584, fields 
The parish of Church Brampton contains the two vills and townships of Church 

Brampton and Chapel Brampton, each with its own field system. 

Chapel Brampton 
A map of 1584 by Ralph Treswell shows the vill and great fields, but not details of the 
furlongs 1• There was probably a three field system with 'Midlefeelde, Newehitche and 
Nether Feelde' occupying most of the land, and a smaller Rye Field at the south lying 
next to a wooded heath. A small detached area <?f wood lay within the territory of 
Church Brampton next to Ho1denby Park. A cow pasture lay next to the meadows. All 
the total of 32.25 yardlands were tenanted, except for one freehold yardland. 

Church Brampton 
In 1584, on the same map, Church Brampton had three main fields, 'West Feelde, 
Midle Feelde and the Furr Feelde'. It too had a smaller Rye Field next to the Heath. 
The Rye fields and heaths of both places were next to each other. From the evidence 
ofNewnham it is likely that the Rye Field was run separately from the others. There 
was 1 freehold yardland, 16.5 yardlands called a 'farm' (probably demesne), and 27.5 
yardlands tenanted, 45 in all. 

The Domesday survey does not distinguish the Bramptons. There are two entries of 4 
and 0.5 hides, but the smaller is probably a repetition, making 4 hides in all2, agreeable 
with the 1124 Northamptonshire Survey3. The 77 yardlands combined total ap
proaches 20 yardlands to the hide on the gross figure. It is possible the individual 
townships were 16 and 24 yardlands to the hide, if each had been rated equally at 2 
hides each. 

Both townships were enclosed by Sir Christopher Hatton in about 1640 (from the 
names of the witnesses and references to them in Brampton parish registers4), the 
tenants complaining that they had been 'plunged ... into many great and pressing 
exigencyes; some already being forced from ye Towne (ye place of their ancient abodes) 
and those which are lefte behinde know not whate course to take for present subsistence, 
or future livelihoode and mayntenance'5. 

1 NRO FH 272, published as Plate 15 in RCHM, An Inventory of Archaeological sites in Northamptonshire 1981 . 
2 Thorn and Thorn, 18-7, 18-99. 



3 VCH i p. 378. 
4 NRO 67P/1. 
5 NRO FH 2601. 

Braunston 

M 1982 
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The parish contains, as well as Braunston, the deserted vill of Falcliffe and the 
so-called deserted vill of Braunstonbury, which is a large manorial site attached to the 
west end ofBraunston. A deed of 1430 refers to a yardland in the fields ofBraunston and 
Falclyve 1 , and half a yardland in 1491 lay in the fields ofBraunston, Braunstonbury and 
Falcliffe, which suggest that all three setdements were in a single township2. 

There were three fields by the 17th century, called Brounson side, Tipit (fibitts) side 
and Churchhill side. A terrier of c. 1650 for a quarter yardland had 12, 12 and 10 roods 
in the fields, adding up to 8.5 acres and implying that a yardland was 25.5 acres3• In 
c. 1700 the same fields had a holding distributed as 19.25, 22 and 21 acres, of which 19 
percent were leys4. 

The 1650 terrier had its neighbours specified; there were 22 lands described and 24 
neighbours listed of whom Nicholas Marriot occurred 5 times and the parson 9. The 
other 8 people had only 1 or 2 positions; a regular order is possible. 

The glebe of 1633 was divided into the same three fields. It was 2 yardlands and lay as 
half acres throughout the furlongs5. The Tippit or East side ran up to Fallom Wood, and 
the Brownsome Side ran around Falcliffe, confirming that there was a single field 
system. Separate glebe meadow lay in Bury Fields, given in exchange for the tithe of hay 
from balks, hades and plains. On Brownsom side was parson's piece, 171eys given for 
the tithes of ancient enclosures in Braunston and Falcliffe in respect of grass, hay, fruits, 
hemp, flax or other seeds and grain. 

A regular order of neighbours occurred in 1633 with Richard Payne and Zephamiah 
Sowtham occupying 21 and 36 positions out of84 (75 percent) in the Brownsome Field. 
In 1733 the size of the glebe was in Brownsome Side 63 lands 121eys, Tippit 60 and 15, 
and Church Hill 55 lands and 8 leys, with 16 percent 1eys. 

The demesne of Braunstonbury was an intact block of land, mosdy enclosed before 
1584, when it was called the Berry Fields6.1t was 801.5 acres in extent when surveyed 
for tithe abolition in 1842 (glebe 1852). 

A long list of orders was made in 17167 They included reduction of the sheep stint by 
8 per yardland (to 50); 5 horses were allowed for each yardland, lands' ends were to left 
grass for 21 years and marked with meerstones or doleholes, each of the three fields 
being done when fallow. The agreement was signed by 42 villagers. 

Enclos~d in 17758. 

1 Ancient Deeds iv (1902) A 7195. 
2 WaIWick Record Office (WRO) CR 388 Box 5 Bundle 1. 
3 Id. Bundle 9. 
4 /d. Bundle 8. 
5 NRO Braunston glebe terriers. 
6 NROD 1094. 
7 WRO CR 388 Box 5 Bundle 1. 
8 Act NRO D 1604; Award (1 776) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. E p. 51; a published aerial photograph c. 1946 

shows ridge and furrow and some of the enclosed allotments G. M. Steane, The Northamptonshire lAndscape, 
1974, plate 39). 
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Braybrooke 

M 1981 F 1767 P c. 1760, furlongs. 
A draft plan shows the furlongs of the western half of the parish in c. 17601. A 

fieldbook of 1 767 is arranged in order of tenant, giving the name and acreage of the old 
enclosure belonging to each farm, and. relating them by numbers to a plan2• The 
open-field land is arranged by tenant and freeholder, giving the fields and furlongs and 
the number oflands in each parcel with its acreage and reference to a plan: Freehold 
land is also described. Summary tables give the sizes of the ancient enclosure, open . 
fields, and numbers of tenant yardlands; the three fields were Ainsborough, Hassacks 
and Mill Fields. The lord had 45. 7 ~ yardlands and the total was 63 yardlands. Strictly 
the document is a survey of farms and not a field book, but since all the lands in each 
furlong are numbered a field book can be reco~structed. 

Fields. The demesne of 1207 lay in three fields; 11 acres in the Field towards Oxendon; 
11 acres in the Field towards Bowden and 11 acres in the Field towards Desborough3• In 
the 14th century the names of the three fields were East, West and North Fields4• 

A terrier of 1631 describes three fields, Loteland, Hedicks and Arnesborough. 
Loteland Field had a small subsidiary area called Blackland Field5• 

The distribution of land in the fields was: 

Loteland 
Hedicks 
Arnesborough 

Arable 

68.5 roods 
42 
26 

53 (plus 19 leys) 
31 
4 

41 parcels 
46 
31 

Neighbour analysis shows that 16 people held 36 positions of whom 3 held 63 percent; a 
regular order probably existed. 

In '1658, after enclosure of about one third of the area, the remaining open area was 
divided into three fields called Flitwell Field, Heydicks Field and Arnesborough Field6, 

changing their names to Ainsborough, Hassacks and Mill Field by 1747. Mill Field was 
sometimes called Toobeck Field7• 

The distribution of land in the fields of 1658 was: 

Field Arable ~ Total 

Flitwell 3.32 acres 5.5 8.82 
Heydicks 1.58 1.75 3.33 
Arnesborough 4.08 2.33 6.41 

9.58 18.56 

Hence there was 52 percent ley and the yardland was 25 acres (the above being for 0.75 
yardland). In all 10 people held 29 named positions, of which 3 people held 86 percent. 
A regular order is likely, but the most common neighbour was the lord, who was the 
major proprietor at the 1649 enclosure. 

The lands were irregularly distributed among the fields, There had been redistri
bution of some of the furlongs into different fields. Thus some of the 1631 furlongs listed 
under Hedicke Field were no longer in that field but in the new Flitwell Field in 1658 
(Innon, Sandpits, Watrie and Whitbread leys). 
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Demesne. A sUIVey of the demesne of half a hide was made in 11998. It included the 
wood of Aiclund and was dispersed with a few whole furlongs and many smaller parcels. 
It stretched over the whole township, proved by reference to the Arthingworth bound
ary and Oxendon bridge, and its correspondence to the furlong names in the 1631 
terrier and the coincidence of present day field names9. 

Tardlands. There were 5.33 hides in 1086 and 112410. Pipewell cartuIaryll records 
that there were 7.8 yardlands in all in c. 1230, of which the fee of Hunting don had 24 and 
Bury St Edmunds abbey 2. 

There wer~ 63 yardlands in the 18th century, stated on two occasions. The difference 
may have been because of enclosure of Pipe well lands. There were 14.6 yardlands to the 
hide for the total of78.1t is difficult to relate the 13th century estates precisely to those of 
1086 and 1124. The Bury St Edmunds 2 yardlands of half a virgate suggests that there 
were 16 yardlands to the hide, as at nearby Clipston, but at this rate 85.25 would be the 
total. 

If there were 12 yardlands to the hide, as perhaps indicated by the Occurrence of 1/3 
hide estate, then 5.33 by 12 = 64 yardlands, very close to the l8th-century total of63. 
The 78 yardlands of the cartulary cannot be explained if this smaller value be used. 

Pipewell abbey land was enclosed, probably at the same time as Loteland Field in 
1649. It was tithe free (enclosure Actof1778) and was quantified as 306 acres in 184912• 

At 24 acres to the yardland this would have been 12.74 yardlands, agreeable with the 
Pipewellland described in the cartulary as 11.5 yardlands. 

The yardland averaged 19 acres (for 18 yardlands) in the 18th centuryl3. This small 
size presumably reflects that about a third of the township had been enclosed, so the 
yardland would have been c. 28 acres before then, assuming there was no change in the 
number ofyardlands. This conforms with the 24 acres stated in the Pipewell cartulary. 

In 1747 the open fields contained 63 yardlands and each yardland possessed, for the 
purposes of tithe calculation, 6 acres of meadow that produced 6 waggon loads of hay, 
each load being 20 hundred weight and worth 16s. It was estimated that one milk cow 
produced 150 gallons of milk, each gallon 6d. The price of a calf at tithe time (3-4 weeks 
old) was lOs, and every lamb at SIb weight was worth 6d}4. 

Enclosure. Part ofBraybrooke, the Loatland and Blackland Fields, lying in the east w.as 
enclosed by agreement in 1649. Afterwards there was a dispute, but the court of 
Chancery, in 1652, found that the enclosure should stand 15. The total enclosed area was 
925 acres 16. The remainder of the parish was enclosed by Parliamentary Act in 177817• 

The open fields amounted to 1500 acres. 

I NRO ZA 7164; the plan has no name and no date, but can be shown to be a furlong plan ofBraybrooke 
when compared to field swvey results; the outline of the parish boundary is the same as Braybrooke. 

2 NRO ZA 7158. 
3 Gray 1915 p.481, from PRO CP25 171/121210. 
4- BL Cott. Calig A xii fT. I O~. 
5 NRO terrier with Braybrooke glebe terriers. 
6 NRO ZA 1063. 
7 NRO ZA 1066 (1767). 
8 Pipe Roll Society 24, p.l40 (1900). 
9 NRO 1932 field name map. 

10 Thorn and Thorn 8-7, 14-2,29-1,30-11 and 12,56-10 and 31; VCH i p. 384. 
11 NRO FH 145, f.44. 
12 NRO Tithe T149. 
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13 NRO ZA 1073. 
14 NRO ZA 7160. 
15 PRO C78 527 (51). 
16 Stated as 934 acres in NRO ZA 7155. 
17 NRO ZA 7163; Award ML 382. 

Brigstock 

P 1734 F 1734 
Brigstock lies in Rockingham Forest and contained two parks (Great Park1462 acres, 

Little Park 775 acres), forest, waste and assar!S, as well as open-field land. The total 
parish area is 5,900 acres, but in 1734 the open field and its related enclosures, 
amounted to 1,486 acres, showing that only a quarter of the area had been part of the 
open fields 1. A map of 1723 (Buccleuch) has been published on a small scale by Pettit2. 

Three fields were described in a survey of the demesne in 1430; Harlefeld 83 acres, 
Parkefeld 104, and Westfeld 103 acres. The same fields and lands were described in 
15963• The demesne was in blocks of 7.5-30 acres, lying throughout the fields. A 
yardland was 30 acres for demesne and 36 acres for villein land. The detailed survey 
accounts for 272 acres of demesne and 624 acres of villein arable. It is consistent with the 
1086 manor having one third of the total in demesne4 . The villein land is equivalent to 
17.33 yardlands which equates to 3.5 hides (if the demesne was not assessed), or 5 
yardlands to the hide. 

A small holding of c. 1540 had in Harley Felde, West Felde and Parke Felde, 21, 26, 
and 27 acres respectively>. There were 12 people as neighbours occupying 21 positions, 
six had 72 percent of the t()tal (in Harley Field) indicating a dispersed arrangement. A 
terrier of the copyhold land of Roger Montagu in the 17th century gives the same three 
fields with furlongs named. The parcels were in 3-8 rood pieces and are probably the 
crown land. 

The glebe of 1632 and 1705 mentions several fields but it is clear from later 18th 
century versions that they were always grouped as three, the extra names presumably 
being locational. 

1744 and 1780 

Acres Roods Poles Acres Roods Poles 

West Field 18 entries 1 to 10 lands 14 1· 14 
Harlow Field 18 1 to 13 lands 14 2 26 
Causing Field 1 4 1 27 
Park Field 1 8 2 27 
Hills Field 5 1 to 41ands 3 2 8 16 2 22 

There was a composition out of Brigstock parks for 4 cow commons6• 

Commons 
In the 17th century the commoning rights were7: 

1 There are 3 greate ridings leading from the towne fields ofBrigstock to the wasts of Bene field 
2 Those ridings ly through the forest 3/4 pf a mile. Brigstock men drive theyre sheepe from 

therye towne and fields on the wasts of Benefield through the said ridings for the which 
passage with theyre sheep they pay 12d a yeare to the ranger. 
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3 Some sheep are att the pleasure of the owners driven to the sayd wasts in the day and 
brought at night to fold theyr land in the fields of Brigstock and driven again the next 
morning. 

4 Some sheep are continually kept upon the sayd wasts and are there nightly layed. 
5 The sheepe are folded there in winter to which purpose they of Brigstock in summer make 

stacks of hey alonge the forest side adioyninge upon stokewood and some hath in winter 
been caryed on mens backs and in a cart. If a glut of rayne come they cary all the sheep from 
of theyre fallows to the sayd wast 100 at a tyme. 

The document goes on to explain that the sheoep were kept by several shepherds, and 
refers to them being 'whistled or whooped' from a part called Brakyshill by the 
shepherds of Bene field so that they ran to the forest side. The cattle ofDenethorpe and 
Weldon also had rights in Benefield. 

The survey of 1440 noted that the crown land was 240 acres of demesne called Hall 
lands, and that it was in king's hands because frequent pestilence caused many tenants 
to withdraw through hardship (f.53). Anyone gathering wood from the forest paid 1 hen 
and 5 eggs to the forest steward; 6d was paid for a dog (f.54). The customs of 1391 were 
recited; among them were that suitors of the court did not have to pay for haws or 
pannage. At the lord's bederip the Omen came with their wives and family bringing a 
table cloth with other utensils. The lord found 'all proper necessaries for breakfast and 
after wards for dinner and if anything be left on the table cloth the wife may carry it away 
with her for her own proper use' (f.93). 

Brigstock was enclosed in 17959• 

1 NRO Buccleuch, 13-1 in X356. 
2 Pettit, Forests, NRS 22, 1968, p. 1.64 from NRO Map 1380. For the parks see Steane NPP 5 (1975) p. 220 

and NRO Map 3111. 
3 NRO ML 141 £:53, f.62; a transcript and translation made c. 1726. 
4 Thorn and Thorn 1-13a. 
5 NRO Buccleuch 13-2 in X359. 
6 NRO Brigstock glebe terriers. 
7 NRO Buccleuch 13-1 in X359. 
8 NRO ML 141 f.4O. 
9 Act NRO BSL 45; Map 2859 (1805); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Lp. 316. 

Brington 

M 1980 
Brington parish contains the three existing settlements of Great Brington, Little 

Brington and Nobottle, with Althorpe House on the site of Althorpe vill making a 
fourth. Baker says that Little Brington was formed in the 13th century 1 

• There appear to 
have been three townships. 

The West Field ofBrington ~ambecotehul furlong) is mentioned in 1298 and in 1450. 
There were 2 fields in 131 7, West and East with two lands in each. The same fields had 
6.625 acres unequally distributed in 1352; three neighbours held 73 percent of the 
positions indicating a regular tenurial order. One of the furlongs (hungeribaneland) is 
described as being in Church Brington West Field in 1367, and in 1539, 3 yardlands are 
said to lie in the fields of Little and Church Brington2• It seems that there was one field 
sys~em for both Bringtons. 

Glebe terriers3 refer to the fields of Great and Little Brington, of which there were 
three from c. 1680; Moor Field (touching Whilton), Middle Field (next to Althorpe) and 
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