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INTRODUCTION 

Amongst the parish records of Daventry is an unusual survival: a com
monplace book kept by successive incumbents between about 1700 and 
the early years of the nineteenth century.1 It consists very largely of 
observations on the parish and living set down for their own remembrance 
and the good guidance of their successors. Whilst at first sight fragmentary 
and apparently lacking in chronology, the Tithing Book in fact tells the 
story of how successive ministers of Daventry struggled to improve their 
conditions and income over more than a century. In doing so it reveals a 
good deal about the everyday realities of eighteenth century clerical life. It 
also contains much to interest students of the 'contentious tythe', and, 
with its listings of inhabitants, notes on religious practices, funeral cus
toms, charitable bequests and other matters is a valuable source for local 
historians. Such books are not common, and whilst it can not be claimed 
that the Daventry Tithing Book is noteworthy in a literary sense, it is a 
welcome addition to our knowledge of the realities of the position of one 
class of the clergy of the Church of England in the eighteenth century. Its 
interest was recognised earlier this century by the distinguished ecclesiol
ogist and historian, the Rev R M Sergeant, rector ofSt Peter's, Northamp
ton, at whose expense it was repaired and rebound in 1914.2 

The parish consisted of Daventry itself, one of the small boroughs of 
England, together with its hamlet of Dray ton. The latter, although a mere 
appendage of Daventry, retained its own open fields separate from Dav
entry's until their parliamentary enclosure in 1753, Daventry's remaining 
open almost half a century longer. Overlooked by Borough Hill, a large 
flat-topped eminence encircled by a system of Iron Age ditches and ram
parts, Daventry developed into a small market town and borough in the 
Middle Ages. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries it fell into a long 
decline, but revived with the population growth and expansion of economic 
activity of Queen Elizabeth's time. Situated on the great road to Chester, 
it began to prosper, receiving a new borough charter from the Crown in 
1576. From that time until 1835 (with renewals of its charter in 1607 and 
1675) Daventry was governed by a close corporation consisting of a Bailiff, 
thirteen Burgesses and Twenty Men of the Commonalty. Yet, despite 
flourishing markets and fairs, busy inns and a throng of wayfarers on the 
Chester road, eighteenth century Daventry never became very populous: 
at the time of the first census in 1801 its inhabitants numbered only 2,582. 
By modern standards the parish might not appear unduly large for a 
parson of normal energy to manage, though perhaps to eighteenth century 
clergymen comparison with a quiet country parish might have been more 
readily invoked. Be that as it may, the incumbents of early eighteenth 
century Daventry were decidedly unhappy with their lot. The first entry in 

1 N(orthamptonshire) R(ecord) O(ffice) 96P/94. 
• 2 Memorandum in Sergeantson's hand inside the cover. It seems it was he who first named 
It 'The Daventry Tithing Book' for this title appears nowhere else than on the front cover. 



62 NOR THAMPTONSHIRE MISCELLANY 

the Tithing Book, made by the Rev Charles Allestree, curate from 1687 to 
1707, sets the tone. It declares roundly 

The trouble and duty of exercising the ministerial function at Daventry 
is very great and discouraging and every man will find it so upon trial. 
I shall not therefore offer to describe what experience will teach every 
future minister so sensibly and so much to his vexation as it has in
structed me. 3 

The living and its improvement 

Although Allestree chose not to set down in so many words what made life 
unhappy for him at Daventry, the sources of his discouragement are clear 
enough from the pages of the Tithing Book, and from some inquiry into 
their background. They did not lie with troublesome Dissenters, as in some 
Northamptonshire places. There were and had been since the Great Eject
ment of 1662 a body of Presbyterians (who later became Independents) 
numerous and well-organised enough to build their own chapel in 1722, 
and about that time, as the Parish Register records, Anabaptists who were 
inclined to dispute with the minister over such matters as burial in the 
churchyard.4 But if Dissenters formed the 'opposition', in the political as 
well as religious sense, they were never numerous enough to upset the 
parson: Daventry was, from 1662, a thoroughly Church and Tory place. 
The deeper sources of unhappiness of the ministers lay more in a combi
nation of relatively heavy parochial duties, ineligible status and unsatisfac
tory stipend, all compounded, one feels, by a sense of what might be, given 
that Daventry was a chartered borough, and that the patronage of the 
living was vested in a body that was the very epitome of all that was well
connected and aristocratic in the restored Church of England. 

Perhaps because Daventry in the seventeenth century had been, like 
many a market town, a puritanical sort of place, with at least one tolerably 
famous divine as lecturer,S the 'trouble and duties' of the cure were fairly 
demanding. In the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century the min
ister was expected to read prayers every morning in the week, and morning 
and evening every Sunday. Some assistance in this daily routine was 
afforded under a bequest made by John F arrer in 1729,6 and in the second 
half of the century the daily prayers were, it seems, discontinued or replaced 
by the institution of a regular Sunday afternoon sermon. In 1788 the 
parochial duties were described in the Tithing Book thus 

There is a sacrament the first Sunday in every month, as well as on 
Christmas day, Easter day, and Whitsunday, and the Sundays that 
immediately follow these great festivals. The duty on Sunday:- prayers 
and sermon in the morning, except on sacrament days and then the 
sermon is omitted; and prayers and sermon in the afternoon, but this 
sermon is paid for by the parish. Prayers in the morning on Litany and 
Saints days, and in the afternoon preceeding a sacrament. Prayers morn
ing and afternoon in Passion Week. 

3 See below p. 77. 4 Parish Register 1700-1739, entry dated 23 Feb. 1721. NRO 96P/ 17. 
S The Rev Timothy Dod was lecturer at Daventry from about 1640 and was apparently 

much esteemed. He refused to conform in 1662 and left the town, dying three years later. He 
was the son of a notable puritan, the Rev John Dod, minister at Fawsley. H. Isham Longden 
The Clergy of Northamptonshire and Rutlandfrom 1500, iv. 109. See also W. J. Sheils, The 
Puritans in the Diocese of Peterborough 1558- 1610 (NRS, xxx, 1979), pp. 34, 86- 7, 102. 

6 For an abstract of Farrer's wiU see NRO Butcher (Daventry) 52. An extract is given 
below p. 90- 2. 



DA VENTR Y TITHING BOOK 63 

The incumbent also noted that in 1788 there were 13 weddings, 79 bap
tisms, 67 funerals and that 'the calls for private baptisms, and visiting the 
sick are frequent'. 7 It seems fair to surmise that the trouble and duties of 
Daventry were the trouble and duties of a small but busy town parish 
where the minister was a man of standing, expected to be active, charitable 
and generous. A fundamental source of frustration for him was that 
the living carried neither stipend nor status commensurate with those 
expectations. 

The minister of Daventry at this time was neither rector nor vicar. His 
title was the ineligible and legally uncertain one of perpetual curate, an 
'inferior' title not abolished until the District Church Titles Act of 1868.8 

Perpetual curacies were attached either to the incumbencies of district 
churches, or of impropriate or appropriate rectories. The curacy of Dav
entry was of the latter kind, and its origins lay deep in the past. Medieval 
Daventry had been dominated by the presence of an Augustinian Priory, 
founded about 1090 at Preston Capes, whence it soon moved to Daventry.9 
Endowed with a considerable estate, the former demesne lands of the 
manor together with the tithes, the canons made arrangements to minister 
to the spiritual needs of the townspeople who used part of the priory 
church for worship. How the parish was served under the medieval priory 
had very long-lasting results. From at least 1209 until the time of Henry 
Harvey, who succeeded to the cure in 1435, there were a succession of 
vicars whose institutions were recorded in the episcopal registers of the 
Bishops of Lincoln. According to Baker, Harvey was the last vicar of 
Daventry so recorded. From the time of his successor the prior and monks 
adopted the practice of nominating one of their own number to serve the 
cure, and since he was disbarred by his vows from the personal enjoyment 
of the revenue of his benefice, it was thrown into the common stock of the 
convent. 10 As Baker remarks, 'This practice, thus established, operated as 
a precedent after the Dissolution' .11 As late as the end of the seventeenth 
and the early eighteenth centuries, as the Tithing Book reveals, curates of 
Daventry were still uncertain whether or not they needed formal institution 
or induction by the bishop.12 And the endowment of the living, subsumed 
by the medieval priory, long remained subsumed by its successors. 

In the 1520s, when Cardinal W olsey was preparing his great project of 
founding a college at Oxford to perpetuate his name for ever, his agents 
made demands upon the priory at Daventry for certain lands to endow the 
college. The canons refused, and W olsey commanded the house to be 
dissolved and made over to his enterprise. A grant of the priory was made 
to him in 1526, but his fall and death occurring in 1530, the progress of the 
new college was arrested and the revenues appropriated to it were seized 
by the Crown. In 1532 the Cardinal's unfinished work was restarted by 
~enry VIII, and the priory of Daventry, with all its possessions, was 
Included in the endowment, and continued annexed to it until the dean 

7 See berow p. 105. 
8 Daventry became a rectory in the time of the Rev 1. M. Collyns, who served in Daventry 

from 1867 to 1905. It was he who, in the words ofH. Isham Longden, ' recovered the tithes', 
Northams Clergy, iii. 205. The living of Daventry was exchanged by Christ Church in 1879, 
along with those of Badby and Ravensthorpe, Northants, and Great Bowden and Market 
Harborough, Leics, for the living of Bluntisham, Hunts. 

9 J. Bridges The History and Antiquities of the County of Northampton (1791 ), i. 46- 7, 
G. Baker The History and Antiquities of the County of Northampton (1822- 30), i. 315- 17. 

10 For a good account of the medieval vicarage and origin of the perpetual curacy, see 
Baker, i. 327. 

11 Ibid. , p. 328. 12 See below pp. 77, 78. 
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and canons surrendered to the King in 1545, preparatory to the college 
being converted into a bishopric. In 1546 the college was revived for a third 
time with the title of 'the Cathedral Church of Christ in Oxford', 13 the 
dean and chapter of which became the possessors of a considerable estate 
in Daventry which consisted of the great and small tithes of the parish, 
sixteen yard lands in the fields of Daventry, a number of closes and pasture 
grounds, and certain houses and gardens in Daventry, including what was 
left of the now defunct priory, or Abbey House as it was usually called. 14 
It was the practise of the dean and chapter to lease the whole of their 
Daventry estate to a single tenant, who then sublet. 1 S From 1649 to 1751 
the tenants of the college were successive members of a leading Daventry 
family, the Farmers.16 In 1751 the tenancy passed to the Earls of Win chi 1-
sea, already possessors of a considerable estate in Daventry and the man
orial rights, who held the Christ Church properties until 1793, when they 
passed to the Rev William Lucas Rose of Whilton and his successors. 

The Tithing Book records the experiences of the curates of Daventry 
from the late 1690s to the early years of the nineteenth century. To fully 
understand their position it is necessary to dwell a little on what the 
conditions of their sixteenth and seventeenth century predecessors were. 
The history of the living, and in particular the question of how the dean 
and chapter of Christ Church related to their perpetual curates in Daven
try, is not always very clear. What seems certam is that until 1666 the 
college took little direct interest in how the cure was served. And until 1751 
the dean and chapter simply farmed the vicarage with the rest of the 
property and left it to the tenant to employ a curate. In 1535 the rectory 
and vicarage was let for £40 per annum. 1 7 In a valuation of the college 
property of 1588 the 'parsonage' was in lease for 13 years, apparently to a 
Richard Farmer, for £40 a year. Among the lessee's outgoings was £30 for 
the 'fyndinge of an hable curat'. 18 Another valuation made in 1597 records 
that the parsonage had the tithes of Dray ton, being 36 yardlands, and of 
18 yard lands in Daventry and was worth £80 a year to the lessee, which 
brought him a handsome profit, the salary of the curate that year being set 
down at a mere £18. 19 

The legacies of history outlined above-insecure status, poor stipend, 
delegated patronage-together with the non-provision of even a house to 
live in until 1788, combined to make the living of Daventry unattractive. 
These, and the absence of recorded institutions to the cure in the registers 
of the bishops of Lincoln and Peterborough, also make it difficult to arrive 
at a comprehensive list of successive curates of Daventry between the 

13 Bridges, i. 46-7. Baker, i. 315- 17. 
14 In the year 1778 the estate consisted of 796 acres, of which 226 were in Dray ton, and 

was valued at £899 per annum (Christ Church, Oxford, Estates MS 56, fo.142). It was 
estimated in 1772 the 16 yard lands in Daventry totalled 497a Or 18p, i.e. 31a Or 18p per 
yard land, ibid. fo.I06. 

IS In 1695 the value of Edward Farmer's leasehold was calculated thus: Great tithes of the 
parish £140; the 16 yard lands £109; rental of closes and pasture grounds £130 3s 6d; rental 
of houses £102 15s 6d; total £477 2s 2d. It was also noted that the 'House on the Abbey HilI 
fell down about 12 years ago. Chancel roof out of repair. Abbey House much in decay, and 
is used as a stable and pig sty ... 1t is said that Farmer pays no taxes and does no repairs'. 
Ibid. fo.81 . 

16 It seems that the Farmers leased the parsonage before 1649 (see notes 18 and 22 below) 
and may possibly have had the whole estate. Between the time of one Isaac (or Isacke), who 
was the tenant in the 1590s, and 1646, it is difficult, in the absence of copies of the leases, to 
trace who the tenants of Christ Church in Daventry were. 

17 Baker, i. 327. 18 NRO Thornton (Brockhall) 1666. 
19 Ibid. , 1671. Presumably the '18' yard lands was a mistake for 16. 
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Reformation and the Civil War. Certainly they were numerous. 20 Some
what oddly two institutions to the 'vicarage of Daventry' occur in the 
Peterborough registers; one in 1623 and the other in 1631. The first notes 
that Nicholas Cartmell was instituted 'on the presentation of the king by 
lapse'.21 However, in May 1630, Cartmell having either died or quitted 
Daventry, an agreement presumably about the finding of a successor is 
recorded in the Borough Assembly Book as follows 

Agreed by Mr Richard Farmer and Mr Dutton Farmer his sonne that 
theie will yearlie paie unto Mr James for his paines as curate of our 
parish church of Daventree £23 10s that is, from Mr Richard Farmer 
£19, from Mr Dutton Farmer for the churchyard 40s, for the redd wells 
20s, for Bentlies howse 30s, this some of money theie and either of them 
doe hereby promise to Mr James quarterly every quarter for the time 
that theie or either of them shall injoie the vicaridg yfthe said Mr James 
doe so long live. Alsoe that Mr James shall enjoy his three beasts 
commons and thirtie sheepes commons his fower lands on everie side of 
the field and alsoe marriadges christenings and buryings. [signed] 
Richard Farmer, Dutton Farmer. 22 

This agreement seems never to have become operative, for no curate of the 
name of lames occurs. It shows, however, that the farming of the vicarage 
was still being practised in 1630. After Cartmell the names of three men
Robert Ladbroke, Simon Wastel and Thomas Easton-occur within a 
short space of time. Interestingly the latter was set down in the episcopal 
register as being instituted in 1631 to the 'vicarage of Daintre alias Dav
entree' on the presentation of the dean and chapter of Christ Church, 
Oxford.23 Easton remained in the cure until 1635. It is also perhaps 
significant that his successor but one, William Loveledge, who occurs in 
1638 and 1639, was a graduate of the college, and was sequestered in 1645 
by the Westminster Assembly, though it is unlikely that he was then still 
curate of Daventry. 24 It does seem that for a time in the 1630s the college 
was taking a more direct interest in the cure than hitherto. If so, it was 
shortlived. In the time of the Great Rebellion local connections rather than 
the patronage of royalist Christ Church seem to have been more important 
to curates of Daventry. A Richard Farmer, probably the same person who 
was rector of Charwelton, was curate from 1639. He was buried in Dav
entry in 1649, but had been replaced by an intruder in 1647.25 This was 
Samuel Crofts, the son of the schoolmaster of Daventry. Crofts was a 
survivor: he held on through all the changes of regimes which ensued and 
died in harness in Daventry in 1666.26 As to the living, the parliamentary 

20 Isham Longden, working mainly from the evidence of which curates appeared as 
witnesses to the wills of local people in the period down to the early 17th century, arrives at 
a list of 21 men, from Sir William Mott who occurs in 1526 and 1528 to Richard Farmer, 
who seems to have been curate from 1639 to 1647 or 1649. 

21 Baker, i. 327. 
22 NRO ML 106, p. 9. 
23 Baker, i. 327. 
24 Northants Clergy, ix. 47. 
25 Ibid., v. 14, Baker, i. 328. 
26 He was Cromwellian Registrar in 1653 and conformed in 1662. A graduate of Magdalen 

Hall, Oxford, he probably owed his position to the patronage of the Thomtons of Brockhall. 
Thomas Thomton was recorder of Daventry from 1618 to 1632, and Crofts was mentioned 
in the will of John Thomton made in 1637. He was then schoolmaster to the testator's sons 
and 'was to have the next advowson of Weedon Beck if he outlived Mr Smithe'. o. Barron, 
Northamptonshire Families (I906), p. 304. 
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commissioners in 1655 certified that it was worth £40 per annum in the 
patronage of Christ Church College in Oxford; that Samuel 'Craftes' was 
incumbent; that the church was near two miles distant from any other; and 
that they humbly conceived it 'convenyent' to have an augmentation 
granted to the minister, it being a great market town. 27 

It was not to be until after the Restoration that augmentation came, and 
when it came it was not to be from Parliament, but from a local quarter. In 
his will of 1662 Richard Farmer made arrangements for his heirs and 
assigns to pay an annual bequest of £20 to the curate, to which was added 
another £6 for the rent of a house, arising out of their income from the 
tenancy of the Christ Church property.28 As was often the case with such 
bequests difficulties arose: the heir was a minor, and for several years the 
bequest was apparently not paid to the curate. 29 Nonetheless the Farmer 
bequest was an important turning point in the history of the living of 
Daventry. It improved the curates' financial position, and was certainly 
done with the college's approbation, which indicates that the college hence
forth was to take a more direct interest in how its livings were to be served. 
Such matters are indicative of the new spirit abroad inside the Church of 
England after the Restoration. An era of recovery and sharp reassertion 
commenced. A bishop was restored in Oxford; Christ Church rapidly re
established its position as the powerhouse of Stuart Anglican orthodoxy; 
clergy under its patronage naturally looked to the dean and chapter for 
aid and support in improving their position and prospects. The curates of 
Daventry certainly did. The difficulty was that the support they often 
sought was against the college's own tenant in Daventry, which often 
proved awkward for the dean and chapter, and frustrating for the 
curate.30 

Commencing at the end of the 1690s the Daventry Tithing Book tells 
the story of how the curates there, ever conscious of the disparity between 
their felt aspirations and the terms and conditions of their position, strug
gled to improve them. They did not struggle in vain. It records how in the 
first place the Rev Charles Allestree fought a sharp engagement to prevent 
his stipend being eroded, and then how he and his successors gradually 
succeeded in augmenting and improving it. Down to about the 1750s the 
living was worth between about £100 and £120 per annum: by 1801 it had 
risen to about £ 165; by 1831 it had reached £344. 31 This process of 
successful augmentation and improvement was not at all unusuar in the 
eighteenth century; it was a characteristic feature of the social history of 
rural England. It was one which however owed more to the effects of 
economic change than to the struggles of individual clergy. Nevertheless 
the experience of the curates of Daventry, as revealed in their Tithing 
Book, provides a good local example of what was going on in one parish 
in Midland England. 

In the early eighteenth century the curates' stipend was derived from 
four principal sources. The first was the small tithes of the parish. These 
comprised the compounded tithes of the farmers' yardlands in the fields of 
Daventry and Dray ton, tithes of sheep pastured on the town common on 
Borough Hill, of orchards and gardens of certain tenements in Daventry 
and customary tithe eggs due to the parson on Good Friday. In 1720 their 

28 NRO Butcher (Daventry) 52. 
29 See below p. 84. 
30 As in the case of the curate's house. See below pp.67 - 8. 
31 See Report of the Commissioners on Ecclesiastical Revenues, 1835 pp. 796- 7. 
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value, in round terms, was £34. The second source consisted of Richard 
Farmer's bequest of 1662 of £20, with £6 for the rent of a suitable house 
(a sum raised in 1724 to £8). The third consisted of 'subscriptions', or 
quarterly contributions from parishioners which varied a little from year 
to year, but which came to about £25 in 1720. About the time the old 
church was pulled down and the new one built in the 1750s 'subscriptions' 
were replaced by the payment of a similar sum for a Sunday afternoon 
sermon from the curate. The fourth element was what the Tithing Book 
sometimes refers to as 'obventions', a miscellany of payments usually made 
up of 'Easter offerings' from the parishioners, the letting of the churchyard 
for grazing, a payment arising out of the town Malt Mill, and 'surplice 
fees' -sundry payments made for keeping the registers, reading banns, 
issuing marriage certificates and officiating at weddings and funerals. The 
yield from 'obventions' would vary from year to year, but in 1720 totalled 
just over £18, making an income of about £102 for that year.32 

The first augmentation of the income and comfort of the curates of 
Daventry in the Tithing Book followed the bequest made by John Farrer 
in 1729. Farrer left £400 the income from which was to be divided between 
the schoolmaster of Daventry, ifhe was in Holy Orders (as he usually was), 
to read prayers in the parish church every morning, except Wednesday, 
Friday and Holy Days, when the curate was to perform this duty, and to 
assist in the administering of the sacrament. The testator's object was 
twofold: to augment the stipend of the schoolmaster, and to help the 
minister, because, as Farrer put it in his will, 'I think the Duty of the Place 
is too hard for one Minister to perform without prejudice to his Health'. 33 

As a result the curate's burden was lightened and his stipend added to by 
£6 a year. 

What really improved his income, however, was the parliamentary en
closure movement, which got under way in Northamptonshire in the 
middle third of the eighteenth century. In addition to the enclosure ofland 
for the benefit of landowners and farmers a major objective of this process 
was to improve relationships between the latter and the church by replacing 
tithes with grants of land in lieu. Enclosure locally came in two stages, 
Dray ton being enclosed half a century before Daventry. From 1752, the 
curate became the recipient of rents arising from a 51 acre estate in 
Dray ton granted to him to compensate for the loss of the small tithes 
there. 34 The new arrangement was greatly to his advantage, and illustrates 
why the clergy were frequently amongst the most zealous advocates of 
parliamentary enclosure. The curate no longer had the bother and vexation 
of collecting his tithes from the farmers and townspeople with land or 
property in Dray ton, and in the half century following, the value of the 51 
acres there yielded a steadily increasing rental, rising from £37 10s in 1754 
to £60 in 1796.35 

It was not until the later part of the century that another long-standing 
vexation was removed. The lack of a parsonage house was a constant 
irritation, which Fanner's allowance in no way assuaged. Several curates 
recorded in the Tithing Book their continuing failure to persuade Christ 
Church to help. The Rev William Tayler chronicles one such attempt in 
1723: 'But here I fail'd tho the college own many houses in this town. They 

32 See below p. 87. 
33 See below p. 91. In 1738 the trustees bought an estate at Newbold-on-Avon in War

wickshire with the Farrer bequest. 
34 25 Geo Ill. c 25. 
3~ See below p. 106. 
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did talk of repairing the old abby and fixing that uppon the minister, but 
that also dropt'. 36 The sticking point apparently was that successive lessees 
were unwilling to give up any of the tenements in the town to help the 
college in this matter. At last, in 1787, Mr Finch Hatton finally consented 
to allow the curate a cottage in High Street, with a garden and one acre of 
ground, which was usually let for £6 a year, on condition that the charge 
of £8 payable under Farmer's will was discontinued. The dean and chapter 
agreed, and donated £250 towards the reappointing of this dwelling (de
scribed as 'sufficient for a person of modest income'), raising the money 
from a sale of timber on their nearby estate of Thrupp.37 

In 1796 the curate was the recipient of a windfall-gain resulting from the 
'canal mania' of the time. To enable them to make a reservoir in Dray ton 
to supply water to their canal from Braunston to London, the Grand 
Junction Canal Company compulsorily purchased a little over an acre 
from his estate, paying, as the Rev Samuel Smith recorded in his memo
randa book, the goodly sum of£87 Is 3d for it. 38 

This entry is almost the last. The Tithing Book stops short of recording 
the final chapter in the story of the augmentation and improvement of the 
living, the enclosure of the open field of Daventry itself. Perhaps this was 
because, in contrast to the enclosure of Dray ton half a century before, the 
curate was not a direct party. In the Daventry enclosure award of 1803 no 
apportionment was made to him for his loss of tithes. 39 However, the dean 
and chapter received due compensation for the ending of small tithes, and 
because they had hitherto allowed the curate to have the benefits in the 
tenant's lease, they now settled on him and his successors the allotments 
they received in lieu. They also arranged the exchange of the house in High 
Street for superior premises near the churchyard with 14 acres attached, 
making an interest-free loan for improvements.4o As a consequence, the 
curate now became the possessor of an estate of some 127 acres in Dav
entry, in addition to his 49 in Dray ton. Overnight his income doubled. At 
long last it became possible to afford a curate as a matter of course to ease 
the trouble and duty of exercising the ministerial function at Daventry. 

The curates of Daventry, 1687 to 1833 

Before the Restoration curates of Daventry were rarely, if ever, graduates 
of the college.41 After the Restoration, or at any rate after the oeath of 
Samuel Crofts in 1666, they were invariably Christ Church men. The first 
of them was John Frauncis, curate 1667 to 1687, who despite an incum
bency of two decades, remains an obscure figure. 42 His successor, Charles 

36 See below p. 85. Tayler was again unsuccessful-seven years later when Christ Church 
renewed the lease, Christ Church, Estates MS 56, fo. 95. 

37 Memorandum by Rev Dr S Smith, ibid. fo.318. 
38 See below p. 108. 
39 The Enclosure Act (42 Geo III c. 79) says 'The Dean and Chapter of Christ Church 

... are seised of the Rectory and Vicarage Impropriate of the said parish of Daventry, and in 
Right thereof are entitled to all Tythes, both Great and Small, annually arising, renewing 
and increasing (except within the Hamlet of Dray ton in the Parish of Dray ton aforesaid and 
except a certain Piece of Ground called Common Leys)': NRO Daventry collection 2574. 
Why the curate was a party to the enclosure of Drayton but not of Daventry remains obsure . 

• 0 Memo. by Rev Dr S Smith, as cited in note 37 . 
• 1 The only one before 1667 seems to have been William Loveledge in the late 1630s. See 

above p. 65 . 
• 2 Neither Baker (i. 328), Northants Clergy (ii. 117) nor J. Foster (Alumni Oxoniensis, i. 

531) can add anything to the information that he was educated at Christ Church (BA 1651, 
MA 1654) and was curate of Daventry 1667 to 1687. 
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Allestree, was anything but. It is his trenchant memoranda that open the 
Tithing Book and record some early exchanges in the long campaign to 
improve the living. He too served in Daventry for twenty years, from 1687 
to 1707. Born in 1654, the son of WilIiam Allestree of Derby, gentleman, 
he was educated at Christ Church.43 He was a kinsman of the important 
college dignitary, Richard Allestree (1619-1681), who rose to be Provost 
of Eton.44 In 1685 the college presented him to the living of Cassington 
near Woodstock (once held by Richard Allestree), and, two years later, 
the curacy of Daventry. He remained incumbent of both places until his 
death in 1707. 

The incident which first caused Allestree to set down memoranda for his 
successors seems to have been a sharp tithe dispute which arose in 1693. 
The dean and chapter had leased the estate in 1688 to Edward Farmer, 
Richard Farmer's nephew, and in Michaelmas 1693 Allestree brought a 
Bill in the Court of Exchequer against several of Farmer's tenants for the 
payment of three years' small tithes. The defendants answered that the 16 
yardlands from which the tithes were claimed belonged to the rectory and 
had never paid any small tithes to the vicar. To Allestree's chagrin the Bill 
was dismissed "in Hilary term 1694 because he had failed to prove he was 
vicar of Daventry, which no doubt accounts for the notes he set down on 
the subject of the legal position of the perpetual curacy of Daventry. 
Thwarted in court, he took the matter up with the dean and chapter who 
had granted him the small tithes when he had entered the cure in 1687, and 
when Farmer's lease came up for renewal in 1695 the college desired him 
to state why the 16 yardlands should not pay vicarial tithes. 45 It turned 
out that though Farmer was entitled to the small tithes, he had never 
received them, but the college ensured that henceforth his right passed to 
Allestree and his successors,46 which accounts for Allestree's triumphant 
memorandum that 

I have rescued sixteen yard land from the power of an oppressor and 
made tnem tytheable as well as other parts of the field. And this matter 
is now inserted also into Mr Farmers lease for the prevention of any 
encroachment for the future. So that now the minister has a right to all 
the small tythes that arise in the parish and no body starts any pretended 
privilege or exemption.47 

It is hard to resist the impression that Allestree was the first of a new type. 
Often socially better-connected than their predecessors, they were men 
sharper in asserting their rights, and fully expected their patrons in Oxford 
to support them. And, in the manner of the times, it was to the practice of 
pluralism that they turned as a way of improving their careers and pros
pects. 

Allestree's successor, Samuel Hartman, who was curate of Daventry 

43 Northants Clergy, i. 49, Baker, i. 328. William Allestree had been Recorder of Derby 
and MP for the borough 1640-43. 

44 Richard Allestree and Charles Allestree's father were cousins (Pedigree of the Allestree 
family, Derbyshire Record Office). Charles AlIestree, together with John Dolben, who became 
A!chbishop of York, and John Fell, later Bishop of Oxford, were a famous Christ Church 
tnumvirate of friends during and after the Civil Wars: a triple portrait of them by Sir Peter 
Lely hangs in Christ Church. Under Dean Fell the college assumed its position in Oxford as 
the centre of loyalty and devotion to the church of England and the Stuart dynasty after the 
Restoration. Fell wrote a Life of Richard Allestree. 

45 Christ Church, Estates MS 56, fo.77. 
46 Ibid. fo.79. 
4 7 See below p. 77. 
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from 1707 to 1716, was also vicar of Badby from 1708. The son, apparently, 
of a German protestant emigre from the kingdom of Poland, Hartman was 
a graduate and petty canon of Christ Church, but the only reference to 
him in the Tithing Book is a dismissive note that 'he left only some 
confused papers which were of no use'.48 The writer was William Tayler, 
minister for the next 34 years, whose experience illustrates how a clerical 
career in the early eighteenth century could be built from modest begin
nings. For much of his life in Daventry, as well as being the curate, he was, 
like a few before him, master of the Free Grammar School, which was 
endowed with £20 a year. He therefore knew his predecessor at first hand. 
Tayler also pursued the paths of pluralism, becoming in succession vicar 
of Staverton (1723-26), vicar of Long Buckby (1730-38) and from 1728 
rector of Malpas in Cheshire. Perhaps the latter preferment brought him 
to greener pastures: at any rate he gave up the Grammar School in 1732.49 
By then he certainly had a curate in DaventrY,50 though he did not live 
long enough to see the enclosure of Dray ton which was such an important 
step in the augmentation of the living. It seems it is to Tayler that we owe 
the compilation of the TithiQg Book in its present form. Into it he copied 
Allestree's notes, or at least some of them, adding numerous others of his 
own on a variety of matters including extracts from the wills of such 
benefactors as Richard Farmer and John Farrer, and notes on a variety of 
interesting, if minor local matters. No other contributor to the Tithing 
Book reveals as much about clerical life in eighteenth century Daventry. 

In 1750 Tayler was succeeded by James Affieck, who was also to serve 
thirty four years in the cure of Daventry. Affieck, however, came from a 
different social rank. The fifth son of a country gentleman, his mother was 
a niece of Sir Gilbert Dolben, Bart. of Finedon, and two of his sons 
succeeded in turn to a baronetcy. In 1757 he was presented to the living of 
Finedon, and thereafter seems to have employed a curate in Daventry.51 
No doubt it is for this reason that his contributions to the Tithing Book 
are less extensive than some of his predecessors and successors. Yet in his 
time two events of considerable importance occurred, both mentioned in 
the Tithing Book. In 1751-53 Dray ton field was enclosed and he and his 
successors became the possessors of an estate there in lieu of their extin
guished tithe rights. As has already been noted, this produced a rental that 
increased in a very satisfactory manner as the century wore on. The other 
event was the complete rebuilding of the parish church. By the year 1752 
the old one had become so badly decayed that it was too dangerous for 
public worship, and after the obtaining of an episcopal faculty it was 
demolished. 52 It was replaced by a fine new church in the fashionable 
'Grecian' style, designed and built by the Warwick master-mason WiIliam 
Hiorne (or Hiorns) and completed in 1758. Paid for by public subscription, 
with a tower and spire modelled on that of St Giles-in-the-Fields in Lon
don,53 it was a fine town church and made a handsome centrepiece in 
Daventry. 

48 See below p. 85. For Hartman see Northams Clergy, vi. 187. 
49 Ibid., xiii. 157. 
50 See below p. 96 for Tayler's arrangement with Thomas Collis, his curate in 1743. In 

1726 he had a curate by the name of Charles Powell, Northants Clergy, xi. 49. 
51 Northams Clergy, i. 29. Affleck also became prebendary of Southwell Minster, though 

Baker says 'ofYork' (i, p. 329). 
S2 NRO Diocesan Records, Faculty Registers, no. 2, fos . 249, 251. 
S3 I am indebted to Mr B. A. Bailey for this information. For the Hiorns see H. M. Colvin, 

Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600- 1840, new edn (1978), pp. 419- 21. 
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Affieck's long tenure was succeeded by two short ones in the eleven years 
following his death in 1784. Yet although Alexander Akehurst stayed only 
four yearsS4 he left some valuable notes in the Tithing Book on a variety 
of subjects, including the tracking down and collecting of the garden and 
other minor tithes. He also records his distribution of sacrament money 
amongst the poor of Daventry and the matter of opening the alms boxes 
in the church.-There is also an account of what seemed to be the final 
chapter in the saga of securing a parsonage house, and his notes contain 
the draft of an 8 year lease of the Dray ton glebe. Most interesting and 
valuable of all is a letter, apparently addressed to the college in 1788, 
containing the fullest account in the Tithing Book of the income of the 
living, together with the account of the religious duties of the place, already 
referred to above. S S Akehurst's successor was Samuel Humfreys who died 
in 1794 at the age of 39 after only four years in post. S 6 The only memoranda 
he set down refer to the costs of draining the Dray ton property, and to 
another 8 year lease. 57 By the .1790s land improvement was clearly exercis
ing the minds of the parsons of Daventry. 

The last of the curates to make any contribution to the Tithing Book 
was Samuel Smith, in many ways the most distinguished of the incumbents 
in our period, or at any rate the one with the most successful ecclesiastical 
career. The son of a master of Westminster School he took his B.A. in 1786 
and was appointed curate of Daventry in 1795, a living he continued in 
until 1833. Further preferments commenced in 1802 when he was 
appointed chaplain to the House of Commons, and thereafter he was 
canon of Christ Church in 1807, Doctor of Divinity in 1808, Treasurer of 
the college in 1813 and Dean 1824 to 1831. He was also rector of Dry 
Dray ton, Cambridgeshire from 1808 to 1829. His career reached its peak 
when he was appointed to prebendal stalls at Southwell, York and Durham 
in 1830- 31. 58 In his early days, before these preferments came his way he 
seems to have been as energetic as his predecessors in doing all he could to 
improve the living of Daventry, or so entries he made between 1794 and 
1803 in the Tithing Book would seem to suggest. In 1794, with the instincts 
of a future treasurer of Christ Church perhaps revealing themselves, he set 
down his calculations on how the land 'belonging to the Revd. Mr Hum
fries ' at Dray ton, might, by a judicious outlay of capital on a division of 
the large close into four, and some draining of the other two, be made to 
yield an increased rental. And sure enough in 1818 he copied down a twelve 
year lease producing a rental somewhat in excess of his 1794 calculation. S9 

Smith was lucky as well as shrewd and well-connected. The wars against 
the French inflated land values, and the canal boom of the 1790s resulted 
in a good price from the Grand Junction Canal Company for an acre of 
his land at Dray ton for a reservoir. 60 Most fortunate of all was the fact 
that soon after he came to Daventry the rest of the parish was enclosed by 
parliamentary act. The Tithing Book closes on the eve of this event and on 
the eve of Smith's career taking-off with his appointment to the chaplaincy 
at Westminster. Soon a curate was installed in Daventry with a decent 
salary.61 By the early years of the nineteenth century, the process of the 

54 Northants Clergy, i. 33. 
ss See below pp. 103- 5. 
56 Northants Clergy, vii. 157. 
57 See below p. 106. 
58 Northants Clergy, xii . 327. 
S9 See below p. 108. 
60 See above p. 68. 
61 £1 00. See Rep. on the Eccles, Revs., 1835, pp. 796- 7. 
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financial (and therefore social) transformation of the living of Daventry, 
started long before by Farmer's bequest of 1662 and Allestree's battles 
against an 'oppressor' in the 1690s, had been accomplished. Tithes had 
become a thing of the past and there was no further need, it would seem, 
for a memoranda book for the guidance of their successors. 

The Curates of Daventry and their Parishioners 

The Tithing Book would be a less interesting and useful document than it 
is if it dwelt exclusively on the concern of the curates with their stipend 
and working conditions. Happily it does not. In it there is a good deal on 
other matters, three of which are, perhaps, worthy of further scrutiny: 
other sources of friction between the curates of Daventry and the tenants 
of Christ Church; the relationships of the curates with the farmers and 
other payers of small tithes; and matters arising out of their day-to-day 
duties of ministering to their parishioners. 

As to the first of these, the book has a certain amount to say on the 
shifting triangular relationships of parson, tenant and the townspeople, 
who seem to have looked upon the tenant as something akin to an over
bearing squire. In 1706 an incident arose which caused Charles Allestree 
to address a sharp letter to the tenant, which Tayler later copied down in 
the Tithing Book. 62 Farmer, apparently faced with the imposition of new 
taxes arising out of the War of the Spanish Succession, attempted to reduce 
his payment due to the curate under his uncle's will of 1662. In a charac
teristically combative manner Allestree not only set down the grounds why 
the tenant could not do this (having enlisted the support of the dean and 
chapter), but combined it with an elegant threat cushioned by an offer of 
friendship. The threat came by way of a suggestion that if Farmer persisted, 
Allestree might be obliged to draw the attention of the Tax Commissioners 
to 'a strict review of all the particulars of your assessment, which I am 
confident you would no more desire to have the discovery laid before the 
Commissioners, than I desire to have the trouble and necessity of making 
it'. (So much for life in a face-to-face society, with its lack of secrets.) 
However, this was followed, a sentence or so later, with concilatory words. 
'If I might have redress willingly from you, I would make it my endeavours 
to assist and ease you doubly in all future taxes, because some of the 
Commissioners in this district are my particular friends, and will give a 
kind ear to any representation that I shall make to them'. 63 Friction 
occurred over other matters as well. Tayler noted rather tersely 'I have had 
several contests with the College Tenant about his encroachments upon 
my churchyard. I st. With relation to the passage from the town to the 
upper Park. 2ndly. With relation to the cottages that bound my churchyard 
on the south side'. 64 From a letter surviving in Christ Church archives, 
written in 1709 by his predecessor Samuel Hartman,65 it is clear that 
encroachment was not a new problem, but was one on which the curate 
could usually count on help from the townspeople against the tenant. 
Hartman's letter was in answer to a complaint to the dean and chapter 
from Farmer that the inhabitants had railed in the churchyard, preventing 
access to his tithe-barn in the Upper Park, to which there was a right of 

6 2 See below pp. 83- 4. 
63 Ibid. 
64 See below p. 85. 
65 Christ Church, Estates MS 56, fo.91. 
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way through the churchyard. This had been done in response to the alleged 
destruction of graves by Farmer's tenants carting their tithe corn through 
the churchyard. It was also complained that 'another highway' for access 
had been made 'uppon sufferance', but that as a result pigs and dogs had 
opened graves. In an action at Northampton Assizes the parishioners had 
established that there was no legal way through the churchyard other than 
the footpath, and the churchwardens had then erected a line of poles and 
rails leaving only a pathway sixteen feet wide for carts. ACGording to 
Hartman, Farmer was further annoyed because he could no longer en
croach on the churchyard, in which cattle belonging to some of his tenants 
had been foddered a whole winter.66 Evidently this matter did not rest 
there, but grumbled on. Years later, in 1723, Tayler records that, at last, 
he had succeeded in having restrictions on the lessee and his tenants as to 
the matter of churchyard encroachments and cottage nuisances inserted 
into the tenant's new lease. 67 

Hartman's letter of 1709 touched on other issues which illustrate just 
how unpopular the tenant on occasion could be with the parishioners of 
Daventry. Farmer had made complaints over the erection of certain pews 
in the church, but the proprietors of them had ignored his demands to have 
them removed. As Hartman observed, these were 'rich men, bent to stand 
it out' with Farmer. He also noted that the church was now so full of pews 
that a new gallery had had to be erected, and he further remarked that the 
chancel floor had been repaired, the communion table railed in, the chancel 
wainscotted 'as high as the pews', 'the walls whitewashed', and an altar
piece set up, all without so much as asking Farmer for sixpence. Mean
while, he declared, Farmer 'will repair neither roof nor walls'. 68 

The Daventry Tithing Book was begun to record the result of the battle 
Charles Allestree fought in the 1690s to carry his point that the 16 yard 
lands of the Christ Church estate were titheable, and that he as curate, and 
no one else, should have the small tithes arising. Subsequently most of the 
farmers had agreed to compound at the rate of eight shillings per yard land 
(though in 1700 a few were still paying in kind). Thereafter, as several 
useful lists of farmers and their yard lands in the Tithing Book show, this 
rate became fixed and customary and never changed until the tithe itself 
was extinguished by the parliamentary enclosures. On this matter there 
was little or no friction between curate and tithe-payers in the eighteenth 
century. Compounders paid half yearly, and were apparently allowed to 
be quarterly in arrears with their Michaelmas dues. As Akehurst noted in 
1789, the curate met the farmers at a public house on rent day and it was 
the custom to pay for their entertainment. 69 Over the small tithes on sheep 
and on gardens however no such unruffled acceptance of mutual obliga
tions existed. As the curate was only too well aware, his parishioners strove 
to deny him the full value of the tithes due on sheep wintered on Borough 
Hill. In the 17208, as Tayler reflected bitterly, though fully 500 sheep were 
grazed there, he received only nine or ten lambs a year and only a small 
quantity of wool. 

The reason is because those that are not wintered there do pay only a 
rate tythe viz. half penny per sheep, and also because the several pro
prietors have some odd number which pay no tythe in kind 

66 Ibid. 
67 See below p. 85. 
68 Op. dt. 
69 See below p. 105. 
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Also, he added, 

They reckon those only to be wintered upon the hill are found there on 
New Years day, at which time the sheppard brings me an account of 
them. I have often been defrauded by some in driving their sheep offand 
on a little before or after this time. 70 

The curate was also entitled to tithes of a few pence each from certain 
gardens in Daventry. Akehurst noted down in 1789 what must have 
occurred to some of his predecessors, when he remarked that only ten 
gardens paid: 'Why they pay so little, & why others pay nothing, might be 
worth inquiring'. 71 By then it was enshrined in custom and practice, and 
perhaps because enclosures were then very much on people's minds, no
thing was done. 

A third area of relationship between curate and parishioners illuminated 
is that arising out of the curates' ordinary religious duties. The detailed 
monthly accounts of his casual income left by Allestree for the year 1700 
in particular throw much light on the day to day work of the curate, and 
on some of the customs of eighteenth century Daventry. 7 2 His surplice fees 
for marriages, christenings, churchings and burials are set out according 
to the principle of a moderate fee for those charged 'at the ordinary rate', 
whilst the grand and the well-to-do paid on a higher tariff. Christenings at 
home, for instance, were usually charged at one shilling, but for a private 
ceremony for Mrs Rawlins' child Allestree charged five. Similarly a church
ing at the ordinary rate cost 5d, but Mrs Jephcote's cost her 2s. Burials at 
an ordinary rate of 5d could rise to as high as 16s for a full funeral service 
with sermon, as in the case of Mrs Baker, in addition to which Allestree 
received a further 10s 9d for transcribing his sermon for her husband. The 
funerals ofthe richer burgesses and freemen also yielded gifts and mortuary 
payments. In 1700 Allestree lists four pairs of Cordovant gloves, a pair of 
white gloves, and a pair of shammy gloves and a hatband. Mortuaries were 
also graded; usually 3s 4d, William Rose's was 10s.73 Sermons were re
quired for special occasions as well as funerals, as on the occasion of the 
death of Queen Mary in 1695,74 and an annual sermon was required for 
the inauguration of the Bailiff of Daventry each November, for which the 
curate received 1 Os. 7 5 So esteemed were sermons in the eighteenth century 
that in the 1750s the preaching of a regular Sunday afternoon sermon was 
instituted, for which the curate received an annual stipend of £20. Final1y, 
on the subject of customary gifts and I>ayments, Allestree reminded his 
successors in a memorandum that every time the sacrament was admin
istered (then once a month) the minister was allowed a bottle of wine for 
his refreshment after the service. 7 6 

The administration of the sacrament was the occasion for the curate to 
raise money for the poor, for money collected at this service was periodi
cally distributed as alms. Tayler set down how he distributed sacrament 
money, noting also that out of it he also gave the parish clerk and sexton 
five shillings_each 'that they may better esteem me' . Prudent as always, 

7 0 See below pp. 85-6. 
7 1 See below p. 104. 
72 See below pp. 78-83. 
7 3 See below p. 82. 
7 4 The Desire of all Men. A sermon preach 'd at Daventry .. . March 5, 1694/5 being the day 

of the internment of our late most gracious Queen etc, London, 1695. 
7 S See below p. 82. 
7 6 See below p. 77. 
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Tayler also noted 'I always set down in writing what I thus receive and pay 
to avoid clamours' .77 Sixty years later, at a time of growing poverty, 
Akehurst recorded how he distributed sacrament money in 1786, 1787 and 
1788, trying different methods of distribution on each occasion. 78 Just how 
necessary this particular form of charity was is perhaps revealed by Ake
hurst's account of the opening of the alms boxes in the church at this time. 
When he opened them for the first time for seven years in December 1786 
he found they contained just 3s 9td. In January 1788 all they yielded was 
five farthings, which, he records, 'were suffered to remain' . The following 
December the donations had grown by just 4d. These too were suffered to 
remain. 79 

In addition to the notes and memoranda outlined above the Daventry 
Tithing Book contains a number on other matters of some interest. Among 
these is a brief note about the smallpox in 1737,80 extracts from the wills 
of certain benefactors which impinged on the living of the curates, and 
several listings of inhabitants of Daventry. Perhaps the most valuable 
among the latter are the lists of farmers for the years 1700, 1720, 1725, 
1730, 1738, 1751, 1754, 1786 and 1789, together with the sums they were 
assessed at for tithe, and sometimes their yard lands. 81 For the local 
historian these chronologically well-spaced lists are most useful. As stu
dents of local communities in the eighteenth century will appreciate it is 
often surprisingly difficult to find out who, at particular points in time, the 
local farmers were, and what their holdings consisted of. Similarly, the 
listing of the inhabitants with their Easter offerings in 1732, graded accord
ing to wealth and status is also of interest. 82 It must, however, be allowed 
that much of this miscellaneous information may be of more direct use to 
the student of Daventry's history in the eighteenth century than to the 
student of English society more generally, though judgement on this par
ticular point will vary from reader to reader. There is little doubt however, 
that overall the Daventry Tithing Book is an unusual local record. It is 
hoped that this edition of its text will prove of use to students of clerical 
and local life in the eighteenth century. 

A note on editorial method 

The original text measures approximately 15 inches by 6 inches (380 mm 
by 152 mm) and is bound in vellum. Its entries are not always chronolog
ical, and, as is often the case with such ledgers, are made not only from 
front to middle, but from the back to the middle with the book inverted. 
The pages have therefore been given numbers to follow this sequence, 
front to middle and then back to middle. Abbreviations are very extensive, 
and for this edition have been expanded and modern punctuation intro
duced. In the columns of accounts, for easier reading and clarity £ s d 
replaces 1 s d (as in £8 10s 6d instead of 081 10s 6d) 

The principal editorial changes have been in the rearranging of entries 
chronologically in sections under the periods of the incumbencies of the 
succeeding curates of Daventry between 1687 and 1818. One difficulty 
which arises is that some entries were copied later from MS notes left by 

77 See below p. 86. 
78 See below pp. 102- 3. 
7 9 See below p. 102. 
80 See below p. 96. 
81 See below pp. 78-9, 86- 7, 90, 92- 3, 96, 97, 99, 101 , 105. 
82 See below pp. 95- 6. 
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predecessors. This is so with Charles Allestree's memoranda, copied into 
the book by William Tayler, the first compiler of the book as it has come 
down to us. Another difficulty is that some entries were annotated later. It 
is usually obvious from the context where this has happened; where it is 
not, explanation is offered in a note in the text or in a footnote. 
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