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INTRODUCTION 

Series of militia lists for Northamptonshire exist for 1762, 1771, 1774, 
1777, 1781 and 1786; there are also lists, some of them undated, for many 
parishes from the period of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars with 
France. The series for 1777 was reproduced by the Society in 1973, but 
unfortunately the lists from Nassaburgh Hundred (Soke of Peterborough) 
for that date are missing. The only surviving lists from Nassaburgh are 
those for 1762, and these are reproduced in this volume. 1 

The English militia was a force raised for the defence of the realm against 
invasion or rebellion. It was not liable for service overseas. Under the 
Militia Act of 1662 all owners of property were charged with the provision 
of horses, arms and men, in accordance with the value of their property, 
but this liability was removed from the individual to the parish by the 
Militia Act of 1757, itself modified by a series of subsequent acts. Each 
county had now to contribute a quota of men for militia service, 640 in the 
case of Northamptonshire; elsewhere the quota ranged from 1,600 each 
for Devonshire and Middlesex, 1,240 for the West Riding of Yorkshire 
and 1,200 for Lincolnshire, down to 240 each for Monn1outh and West
morland, and only 120 for tiny Rutland. Responsibility for raising the 
militia and providing it with officers lay with the lord lieutenant of each 
county and his deputies. 

Liability to serve in the militia rested on able-bodied men between the 
ages of 18 and 45 years. However, peers of the realm, clergymen (including 
dissenting ministers), articled clerks, apprentices, seamen and parish con
stables were exempt. So also were poor men who had three or more 
children born in wedlock, a number which was reduced to one in 1786. 
Service in the militia was for three years and determined by ballot, but any 
man whose name was drawn had the right to provide a substitute. In the 
opinion of the late Professor J. R. Western, the most thorough historian of 
the eighteenth century militia, few men whose names were drawn in the 
ballot actually served in person. 2 Those who could afford to pay for a 
substitute usually did so; moreover, statutory powers were available for 
parishes to provide volunteers in place of drawn men (who, if they served, 
might have dependents, the responsibility for whose subsistence would fall 
on the parish itself), and groups of individuals would sometimes raise by 
mutual SUbscription a sum of money sufficient to indemnify any of their 
number who were unfortunate in the ballot. Indeed, it was stated with 
pride in 1763 that most of the men who were serving in the newly-enrolled 
Northamptonshire militia regiment 'were Substitutes and procured by 

1 The 1762 militia lists for Nassaburgb Hundred are held in the Northamptonshire Record 
Office (hereafter cited as NRO). Vol. XXV in the main series of the Northamptonshire 
Record Society'S publications was edited by Victor A. Hatley under the title of Northampton
shire Militia Lists, 1777 (hereafter cited as Militia Lists, 1777). The introduction to Vol. XXV 
has been drawn upon extensively for the introduction to this section ofVol. XXXII. 

2 J. R . Western, The English Militia in the Eighteenth Century (1965), chapter x (,Raising 
the Men'), esp. pp. 255-64. 
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Messrs. Cook and Co. [agents at Northampton], whose Engagements in 
this Concern have been everywhere punctually perform'd, and given the 
highest Satisfaction to the Deputy-Lieutenants and Justices, as well as the 
County in General'.3 

Militia men were trained and exercised for a period of 28 days annually, 
when they were billeted in public houses and paid according to a scale laid 
down by Act of Parliament. For the Northamptonshire militia this usually 
took place at Northampton during May and June, although in 1771, 
because of an epidemic of smallpox in Northampton, the men were divided 
between two detachments, one stationed at Wellingborough and the other 
at Kettering.4 It was customary for the regiment to celebrate the birthday 
of King George Ill, which occurred on 4 June, by assembling in Northamp
ton's spacious market square and firing three volleys of blanks. It was not 
embodied for prolonged service away from the county until April 1778, a 
month after the declaration of a state of war between Great Britain and 
France, the latter having given material assistance to the thirteen North 
American colonies which had proclaimed their independence in July 1776. 

The militia in each county was raised by the lord lieutenant and his 
deputies who, to quote Professor Western, 'used what was in effect the 
ordinary machinery of local government. The general and subdivisional 
meetings which directed the work were simply military equivalents of the 
quarter and petty or local sessions respectively; justices of the peace could 
attend and do most of the business provided at least one deputy lieutenant 
was present.'s The subdivisions consisted, in practice, of two or more of 
the hundreds, rapes, lathes or wapentakes into which the county was 
divided. (Nassaburgh in 1762 was an exceptional case, for, alone among 
the twenty hundreds of Northamptonshire, it formed a subdivision by 
itself.) At the first general meeting, held on the last Tuesday in Mayor 
October, a precept was issued to the chief constable of each hundred 
requiring him to produce 'fair and true lists, in writing, of the names of all 
the men usually and at that time dwelling within their respective parishes, 
tythings and places, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
distinguishing their respective ranks and occupations ... and which of the 
persons so returned labour under any infirmities, incapacitating them from 
serving as militia men ... '.6 This task was performed at parish level by the 
parish constable or, in some cases, the constable for a certain district 
within the parish. Before being delivered to the first subdivisional meeting, 
each list had to be displayed on the door of the parish church for the space 
of a Sunday morning. Any person who considered that his name ought 
not to be included, or that the name of some other person had been 
wrongly omitted, was entitled to appeal at his subdivisional meeting. The 
lists, amended where necessary, were now passed to a second general 
meeting at which was determined the number of men to be raised from 
each hundred. At the same time copies were made of the lists, and these 
were sent to second subdivisional meetings which determined the number 
of men to be raised from each parish or group of parishes. The next step 
was third subdivisional meetings at which the balloting took place; these 

3 Northamptonshire Mercury, 28 Feb. 1763. See also 27 Dec. 1762 and 7 Feb. 1763. 
4 C. A. Markham, The History of the Northamptonshire cl Rutland Militia (1924), p. 13. 

This is the standard work on the Northamptonshire militia. 
S Western, p. 247. . 
6 2 Geo. Ill, cap. 20, s. 42 ('An Act to explain, amend, and reduce into one Act of 

Parliament, the several Laws, now in being, relating to the Raising and Training the Militia, 
within that part of Great Britain called England'). The Militia Act of 1762. 
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meetings had to be held within three weeks of the second subdivisional 
meetings. The men whose names were drawn in the ballot were informed 
of this by their parish constable, and they, or their substitutes, were 
required to attend fourth subdivisional meetings at which they took an 
oath of allegiance to the king, and their names were entered on the militia 
roll. This roll was returned to the county authorities, and at a third general 
meeting the militia was organised into regiments, battalions and com
panies, according to the number of men available. The minimum size of a 
militia regiment was eight companies of 60 to 80 men each, from which it 
may easily be calculated that Northamptonshire was able to provide one 
regiment for the defence of Great Britain in time of war. The colonel 
commanding the Northamptonshire militia raised in 1762-3 was Henry 
Yelverton, third Earl of Sussex, who lived at Easton Maudit, and who held 
the appointment from 10 January 1763 to 18 March 1784. 

Nassaburgh Hundred contained the only parish in Northamptonshire 
where the men were not liable for service in the county militia. This was St 
Martin's, Stamford Baron, which lies immediately to the south ofStamford 
(Lincolnshire), and includes Burghley Park, seat of the Marquess (Earl to 
1801) of Exeter. For militia purposes, St Martin's was reckoned a part of 
Lincolnshire, although its hamlet of Wothorpe, which is situated west of 
the turnpike road which bisected the parish (the modern AI), was included 
with Northamptonshire. 

The names of 1,286 men appear on the Nassaburgh Hundred militia lists 
for 1762. Table 1 shows the number of men recorded in each parish 
(including the City of Peterborough), and in each hamlet which, having its 
own constable, submitted a separate list to the militia authorities. These 
hamlets have been grouped with their mother parishes (e.g. the hamlet of 
Deeping Gate which lies within the parish of Maxey), although the figures 
for the latter do not include the figures for the hamlets. Also included, for 
the sake of comparison, are figures for the population of each parish and 
hamlet as recorded at the first decennial census in 1801, together with the 
male population, all ages, in 1801. 

The Nassaburgh lists of 1762 are similar in form and layout to those of 
1777 for the rest of the county. The names of farmers and other substantial 
inhabitants usually appear first, followed by men of lesser status and 
ending with labourers and servants. The last-mentioned were mostly 'ser
vants in husbandry', young unmarried men (with perhaps a few older 
bachelors) boarding with the farmers who employed them. 7 Some of the 
lists carry details of the subdivisional meeting at which appeals against 
militia liability could be made. For Nassaburgh in 1762 this meeting was 
held on 11 December at the Angel Inn in Peterborough, the landlord of 
which was Wi1liam EIger, an enterprising man who, among other things, 
was concerned during the 1760s with the provision of stage coaches be
tween Peterborough and London. 8 His name appears on the main list for 
Peterborough, although his occupation is, for some reason, omitted. 

The standard of literacy displayed on the lists varies, as would be 
expected, from high to very low. Quite the worst list, taken all in all, is 
from Castor, which is extremely difficult to transcribe. Sometimes the list 
was made out by somebody other than the constable, as at Deeping Gate, 
Dogsthorpe, Southorpe, Werrington and Wittering where the respective 

7 For the boarding of agricultural servants by their employers, see lames Donaldson, 
General View of the Agriculture of the County of Northampton (1794), pp. 44- 6. 

8 E.g. , Cambridge Chronicle, to Mar. and 13 Oct. 1764. 



114 NOR THAMPTONSHIRE MISCELLANY 

Table 1: Men recorded in each parish and hamlet, Nassaburgh Hundred, 
1762; all inhabitants and all male inhabitants, 1801. 

a b c 
Bainton 26 134 65 
Barnack 43} Pilsgate 16 74 613 322 

Southorpe 15 
Borough Fen 25 116 58 
Castor 66 475 251 

Ailsworth 28 154 83 
Sutton 13 110 59 
Upton 5 76 37 

Etton & Woodcroft 16 95 49 
Eye 85 501 256 
Glinton 50 314 159 
Helpston 48 301 155 
Marholm 14 109 56 
Maxey 52 313 152 

Deeping Gate 18 143 64 
Northborough 32 192 89 
Paston 10 55 26 

Gunthorpe 5 30 15 
Walton 20 126 64 
Werrington 64 372 191 

Peakirk 24 132 64 
Peterborough and hamlets 

St John the Baptist 397} 410 3,449 1,571 
Minister Close Precincts 13 
Dogsthorpe 39 276 146 
Eastfield & Newark 30 160 78 
Longthorpe 34 190 94 

Stamford Baron, St Martin's 
Wothorpe 2 34 17 

Thornhaugh 23 214 118 
Ufford 20 120 63 

Ashton 16 96 55 
Wansford 16 148 76 
Wittering 21 194 85 

Key 
1,286 9,242 4,518 

a = Number of names on militia list, 1762 
b = All inhabitants, 1801 
c = All male inhabitants, 1801 

constables attested themselves by making a mark. The spelling of very 
many names is erratic and on some lists may reflect local pronounciation, 
e.g. John Yorwoord (Yarwood) at Bainton, Samuel Skirrit (Skerrit) at 
Maxey, and Edwood Tarpe (Edward Thorpe) at Wittering. A few have 
been mangled beyond recognition. Would it be possible to guess that 
William Hislbeu (Sutton) was really William Aislaby? The correct form of 
his surname (hopefully) is known only because somebody crossed out 
Hislbeu and above it wrote Aislaby. Several of the lists carry entries which 
have been similarly corrected (e.g. Ailsworth, Peterborough, Wittering), 
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although sometimes the amendment is itself inaccurate, by later standards 
at least. Occasionally a name is cancelled, only to be written in again in 
identical form. 

Undoubtedly the constable at Longthorpe had problems in compiling 
his list, because two of the men refused to tell him their names. 'Farmer 
Hichcock's man' may have known that he was not liable for militia service, 
for he was exempted at the subdivisional meeting. 'Thomas', servant to Sir 
John Bernard, who lived at Thorpe Hall, was liable, and his surname was 
later discovered and duly inserted on the list. So was the surname of 
'Mathey y groom' at Castor. However, at Maxey 'William Addye's servant' 
and 'William Addye's shepard' remained anonymous. At Glinton there is 
the intriguing mystery of the three 'runaways'. Had they absconded from 
the parish in an attempt to avoid being included on the militia list? Or, 
hired for annual service, were they the victims of an intolerable master? Or 
even, having engaged in criminal activities, were they now fleeing from 
well-merited legal retribution? It is unlikely now that the truth will ever be 
known about them. Samuel Nuton (Newton), 'labourer in prison' from 
Dogsthorpe, was obviously non-resident when the list there was compiled; 
nevertheless, the constable included his name perhaps because the other 
men in Dogsthorpe would have felt aggrieved if'Nuton' had been omitted 
from the ballot. 

Not all the men listed by the constables of Nassaburgh were physically 
or mentally fit enough to bear the strain of marching and drilling, let alone 
the rigours of camp life if the militia had been embodied for prolonged 
service. Since each list was displayed on the door of the parish church, it 
may seem rather hard that Robert Collinge, who kept a public house at 
Marholm, should have been described as having 'remarkable crooked 
legs', especially as this unflattering disability did not earn him an exemp
tion. The most frequent cause for exemption was, of course, being a 'poor 
man' with more than two legitimate children. Numerically, the family 
record in the Nassaburgh lists was held by two labourers at Pilsgate, each 
of whom had nine offspring. Exemption was also granted to men who had 
already been ballotted in another county. Again at Pilsgate, two of Lord 
Exeter's servants had 'stood the ballot' for Lincolnshire, probably with the 
men from Stamford Baron, while another of his servants had been ballot
ted for Rutland. At Gunthorpe, John Jarvis, a cobbler (presumably he 
repaired shoes but did not make them), was already enrolled as a militia 
man for the Isle of Ely; no doubt he was serving as a substitute. 

Out of 1,286 men recorded on the militia lists for Nassaburgh Hundred 
in 1762, the occupation or status (i.e. esquire or gentleman) of 1,224 was 
recorded by the parish constables. Table 2a sets out the occupations of the 
men in all the parishes and hamlets except the City of Peterborough, and 
Table 2b the occupations of the men in the City of Peterborough. It should 
be borne in mind that the constables were not working to an agreed 
schedule of occupations, and that in the construction of these tables, and 
in Tables 3a and 3b which follow them, like has sometimes been grouped 
with like in order to produce a single entry. In Table 3a, for example, 
'servant' includes farm servants, farmers' men and the gentleman's servant, 
and 'farmer' includes graziers and husbandmen. 

Analysis of the militia lists shows that most of the men aged between 18 
and 45 years in Nassaburgh Hundred in 1762 were employed either in 
agriculture or in occupations readily associated with an agricultural com
munity. Nowhere, not even in the City of Peterborough, did any form of 
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Table 2a: Occupations in Nassaburgh Hundred (excepting the City of ' 
Peterborough) 

'Ailding' (?) 1 Grazier & farmer 1 Shoemaker 19 
Alehouse keeper 1 Grocer 1 Surgeon I 
Alekeeper I Hemp-dresser 4 Tailor 20 
Baker 11 Herdsman 2 Turnpike/turnpike 
Blacksmith/ Horse rider 1 gatekeeper 2 

smith 12 Husbandman 4 Victualler 7 
Blacksmith & Innholder I Waterman 1 

free borough 1 Joiner I Weaver 14 
Boatman 1 Keeper 1 Wheeler/ 
Butcher 17 Knacker 1 wheelwright 5 
Cadger I Labourer 287 Woodman I 
Carpenter 29 Labourer & 835 
Clothier 1 free borough 
Cobbler 2 Labourer in 
Cooper 2 prison 1 
Cottager& Maltster 2 

labourer I Mason 14 Apprentice 4 
Drover 1 Merchant 1 Churchwarden 1 
Farm servant 2 Miller 11 Clerk of the 
Farmer 88 Miller's man 1 parish 2 
Farmer & Park-keeper I Headborough I 

head borough I Plough-wright 1 Lodger 1 
Farmer's man 2 Printer 1 No details given 
Farmer's son 10 Sand man 1 or illegible 18 
Gardener 10 Schoolmaster 2 Poor man 10 
Gelder 2 Servant 182 Poor man & 
Gentleman's Servant & parish clerk I 

servant I shepherd 1 Runaway (sic) 3 
Grazier 7 Shepherd 36 876 

manufacturing industry exist comparable with industry established in cer
tain other parts of Northamptonshire, such as shoemaking at Northamp
ton and Wellingborough, or weaving at Kettering, Rothwell and district.9 

By the early years of the eighteenth century the extensive Fenland in 
eastern Nassaburgh had been drained and was being used for pasturage 
and crop production. 1 0 Open field agriculture was practised throughout 
the hundred; except for an Act of 1749 confirming an agreement to enclose 
an unspecified acreage of land in Wittering, the p.arliamentary enclosure 
movement did not get under way in Nassaburgh until the 1790s.11 

A few comments on several of the occupation categories on the lists are 
offered below. 

Shepherds: there was a higher proportion of shepherds recorded in rural 
Nassaburgh in 1762 than in any of the nineteen other hundreds of North
amptonshire in 1777. 4.4 per cent of the men appearing on lists other than 
those for the City of Peterborough were shepherds (1762) compared with 

9 Militia Lists, 1777, pp. xviii, 106- 10, 170-2; Victor A. Hatley and Joseph Rajczonek, 
Shoemakers in Northamptonshire, 1762- 1911 (Northampton, 1971), pp. 15-17. 

10 John Morton, The Natural History of Northamptonshire (1712), pp. 8-9. 
11 W. E. Tate and M. E. Turner, A DomesdQy of English Enclosure Acts and Awards (1978), 

pp. 191 -9. John Barrell, The Idea of Landscape and the Sense of Place, 1730- 1840 (1972), 
contains a challenging appendix, 'John Clare and the enclosure of Helpston', which throws 
much light on the effect of enclosure on Helpston and several other villages in Nassaburgh. 
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Table 2b: Occupations in the City of Peterborough 

Apothecary 1 Gentleman 6 Saddler 3 
Attorney 2 Glazier 3 Schoolmaster 1 
Baker 11 Glover 7 Servant 25 
Barber to Grocer 6 Shoemaker 21 
Blacksmith/ Hatter 1 Sieve-maker 1 

smith 12 Heckler 6 Slater 12 
Boat-wright 2 Hosier 1 Staymaker 2 
Brazier 1 Hostler 5 Surgeon 3 
Brewer 2 Innholder I Sweep I 
Butcher 17 Joiner 3 Tailor 15 
Cadger I Knacker 2 Tanner I 
Carpenter 16 Labourer 77 Thatcher 1 
Carrier I Limner I Tinker 1 
Chair-maker I Maltster 3 Upholder 1 
Confectioner 1 Mason 11 Watchmaker 1 
Cooper 2 Mat-maker 1 Watennan 9 
Currier 1 Merchant 3 Weaver 8 
Cutler 2 MiJler 3 Wheeler 2 
'Doer' (?) 2 Musician 1 Whittawer 2 
Draper 4 Net-maker 1 Wool-comber 14 
Esquire 3 Organist I 391 
Exciseman 3 Painter I 
Fanner 4 Patten-maker 1 Lodger 1 
Fellmonger 2 Pipe-maker 1 No details given 17 
Founder I Porter 6 Workhouse I 
Gardener 11 Publican 2 410 

3.4 per cent in Higham Ferrers Hundred (1777),3.0 per cent in Orlingbury 
(1777), 2.7 per cent in Wymersley (1777), and, at the other end of the scale, 
0.5 per cent in both Nobottle Grove and Towcester (1777), 0.3 per cent in 
Greens Norton (1777), and no shepherds at all in Chipping Warden 
(1777).12 John Morton in 1712 observed that Northamptonshire heath
land, which he located in Nassaburgh at Stamford St Martin's, Wittering, 
Barnack, Helpston, Thornhaugh and Ufford, 'yields a sweet and cleanly 
Herbage, which feeds a Breed of small Sheep, whose Flesh is usually much 
commended and esteem'd'.13 More than a hundred years later William 
Cobbett, travelling on the turnpike road between Huntingdon and Stam
ford (the modem AI), which crossed western Nassaburgh, stated that 
'Here as all over the country (sic) everlasting fine sheep' .14 In 1762 more 
shepherds were recorded at Castor and its hamlets than in any other parish 
in Nassaburgh, 7 in all. Castor lies between Morton's heathland and the 
River Nene, and contains much pasturage, including rivet meadow. John 
Stimson, maternal grandfather of John Clare, the poet, was a shepherd at 
Castor, and his name appears on the Castor militia list. Clare referred to 
him as having been 'a town shepherd as they are called, who has care of all 
the flocks of the village .. .', confirmation that sheep had a prominent place 
in the agricultural economy of Castor during the eighteenth century. 1 

S 

12 Militia Lists, 1777, passim. 
13 Morton, p. 10. 
14 William CobbeU, Rural Rides (Everyman edn. 1912), ii. 236. 
15 Edmund Blunden, ed., Sketches in the Life of John Clare written by Himself(l931), p. 

45. 
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Graziers: 7 graziers and 1 farmer and grazier were listed in rural Nas
saburgh in 1762. 4 of the graziers were dwelling on Borough Fen; 2 at 
Peakirk, which included part of North Fen; 1 at Paston; and the farmer 
and grazier at Marholm. The drained Borough Fen, according to John 
Morton, was 'justly accounted one of the richest Parcels of Feeding-Land 
in the Kingdom'. 16 

Flax- and Hemp-Dressers: among the crops grown on the reclaimed 
Fenland were flax and hemp. 1 7 Hence it is not surprising to find 6 'hecklers' 
(flax- or hemp-dressers) listed at Peterborough in 1762,3 hemp-dressers at 
Northborough, and 1 hemp-dresser at Glinton. Glinton and Northbor
ough are adjoining parishes, both bordering on the Fenland. Robert Mug
liston, draper, who is listed at Peterborough, was probably the Robert 
Mugliston who was proprietor of a flax- and hemp-dressing business at 
Peterborough at this period. It lasted for many years, certainly into the 
mid-1780s. 1s A typical Mugliston advertisement, taken from the North
ampton Mercury of 14 November 1768, is as follows:-

To all Dealers in HEMP and FLAX 
ROBERT MUGLISTON & Co. beg leave to acquaint them, that they 

have lay'd in a large Assortment of HEMP and FLAX, both of Foreign 
and Home Growths, and the Produce of Lincolnshire and the Isle of 
Ely, at their Warehouse in Bridge Street, Peterborough; where all 
Dealers therein may be served wholesale, upon the lowest Terms, by 

Their humble Servants, 
ROBERTMUGLISTON and Co. 

N.B. Will also undertake to procure Heckles [combs used for dressing 
hemp and flax] of any Size to any Degree of Fineness, and such as are 
allowed by experienced Judges to be as complete-made Tools as any in 
England, and at moderate Prices. 

Gardeners: compared with the Northamptonshire militia lists in 1777, 
rural Nassaburgh in 1762 had almost three times the percentage of gar
deners to all men whose names and occupations were recorded by the 
constables. The figure for Northamptonshire is 0.7 per cent (1777), and 
that for rural Nassaburgh is 1.8 per cent (1762). 2.8 per cent of the men 
listed at Peterborough were gardeners (1762), against 1.4 per cent at 
Northampton (1777).19 Most of these men would have been engaged in 
market-gardening rather than the cultivation of flowers. John Clare, him
self a member of a family of gardeners (p. 122), stated that at Helpston, his 
native village, 'flower gardens are but little store set bye, as the taste of 
Farmers turns entirely on profit'. 20 Market gardeners at Northampton 
later became an important sub-occupational group, comprising 159 men 
aged 20 years and over in 1851, 2.1 per cent of all the male inhabitants 
who were within this age category.21 Figures for Peterborough are not so 
readily available; never the less, it would be interesting to know whether 
market-gardening, which was obviously well-established there in 1762, 
developed further during the next hundred or so years. 

16 Morton, p. 8. 
17 Daniel Defoe, A Tour through the Whole Island of Great Britain (Everyman edn. 1974), 

ii. 100; H. C. Darby, The DraininK Q{the Fens, 2nd edn (1956), passim. 
18 The firm of Muggleston (sic) & Bladwin is listed as 'Hemp and Flax Merchants, and 

Drapers' at Peterborough in Bailey's British Directory . . .for the Year 1784, ii (1784), p. 429. 
19 Militia Lists, 1777, pp. xxii- iv, 176. 
20 Blunden, p. 60. 
21 Printed Census Schedules, 1851. 
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Wool-Combers and Weavers: accordin~ to John Morton, 'the poorer 
Sort [at Peterborough] are usually employ d in the Carding, Spinmng, or 
Knitting of Wooll, and many others in the Combing and Weaving it; so 
much the Woollen Manufactures have of late taken Place in this City.'22 
This was in 1712; fifty years later it is clear from the militia lists that 
wool-combing and weaving were no longer of prime importance in the 
pattern of employment at Peterborough. Only 14 men were described as 
wool-combers and 8 as weavers, while there were no framework-knitters. 
Taking the Nassaburgh lists as a whole (i.e. the City of Peterborough and 
the rural parishes), there were 36 men listed who were either wool-combers 
or weavers; this represented 2.9 per cent of all the men whose occupations 
or status were noted by the constables. It compares with 12.2 per cent 
for the rest of Northamptonshire in 1777 (a figure which includes 
framework-knitters), with much higher proportions being recorded in 
'textile' hundreds such as Corby, Guilsborough, Huxloe (which contains 
Kettering) and Rothwell. 23 

Shoemakers: the proportion of shoemakers to all men on the militia lists 
for the City of Peterborough is 5.4 per cent, or slightly more than one man 
out of every twenty. This is high enough to suggest that the city was a local 
centre for making shoes, probably for people living in the neighbouring 
districts. It should be compared, however, with 17.8 per cent for shoe
makers at Northampton in 1777, and 27.7 per cent at Wellingborough. 24 

For rural Nassaburgh in 1762 the proportion of shoemakers was 2.3 per 
cent. This was lower than in any of the Northamptonshire hundreds in 
1777, including those where shoemaking was still a local craft and not part 
of a nascent wholesale industry. 

Slaters: in the Northamptonshire militia lists for 1777, 'slater' is the term 
generally used to denote a man who quarried 'slate' (i.e. fissile sandy 
limestone as at Collyweston and Easton on the Hill), and 'hilliard' or 
'hillier' a man who fixed 'slates' or tiles on a roof. 25 Hence it is surprising 
to find 12 slaters listed at Peterborough in 1762, because the existence of 
'slate' quarries within the boundaries of the city and its outlying hamlets 
is unproven. 26 Even if these men were roof-coverers rather than quarry
men, 12 seems a large number to appear on the lists for so small a town, 
especially as there were only 11 masons recorded by the Peterborough 
constables. Northampton had six hilliards listed in 1777, and that town 
was about twice the size that Peterborough had been in 1762. No explan
ation for the slaters of Peterborough is known to the editors of these lists. 
However, it may be noticed that no fewer than 5 slaters are shown at 
Peterborough in a trade directory published in 1798.27 Two of the names, 
James English and John Jamblin[g], are the same as names on the 1762 
lists. Moreover, two of the surnames of slaters in the 1798 directory are the 

22 Morton, p. 24. See also W. D. Sweeting, ed., Fenland Notes cl Queries, iv (1900), pp. 
115-17, for an interesting account, taken from The Post Boy, 2 June 1713, of the proclamation 
in Peterborough of the Peace of 1713. Wool-combers, who represented 'the principal manu
facture of the place', took a prominent part in the celebratory procession. 

23 Militia Lists, 1777, p. xviii. 
24 Hatley and Rajczonek, pp. 16-17. 
25 According to Anne E. Baker, Glossary of Northamptonshire Words cl Phrases, i (1854), 

p. 324, a 'Hillyer' is 'One who covers houses with slate or tile, or any material but thatch.' 
26 Limestone outcrops at Peterborough are of higher geological horizons than those at 

Collyweston and Easton on the Hill, and are not known to contain Collyweston type 'slate'. 
27 The Universal British Directory of Trade, Commerce cl Manufacture ... Volume the 

Fourth (1798), 190-2. 
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Table 3a: Occupations in which ten or more men were recorded 
(Nassaburgh except the City of Peterborough) 

Table 3b: 

'Labourer' 
'Servant' 
'Farmer' 
Shepherd/servant & shepherd 
Carpenter/joiner 
Tailor 
Shoemaker 
Butcher 
Mason 
Weaver 
Blacksmith/smith 
Miller/miller's man 
Baker 
Farmer's son 
Gardener 
'Innkeeping' 

All occupations plus esquires 
and gentlemen 
No occupation or status given 
Total names 

Occupations in which ten or 
(City of Peterborough) 

Labourer 
Servant 
Shoemaker 
Carpenter/joiner 
Butcher 
Tailor 
Wool-comber 
Blacksmith/smith 
Slater 
Baker 
Gardener 
Mason 
Barber 

All occupations plus esquires 
and gentlemen 
No occupation or status gIven 
Total names 

289 
187 
101 
37 
30 
20 
19 
17 
14 
14 
13 
12 
11 
10 
10 
10 

794 

835 
41 

876 

more men 

77 
25 
21 
19 
17 
15 
14 
12 
12 
11 
11 
11 
10 

255 

391 
19 

410 

34.6 per cent 
22.4 
12.1 
4.4 
3.6 
2.4 
2.3 
2.0 
1.7 
1.7 
1.6 
1.4 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 

95.1 

lOO 

were recorded 

19.7 per cent 
6.4 
5.4 
4.9 
4.3 
3.8 
3.6 
3.1 
3.1 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.6 

65.2 

lOO 
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same as surnames of slaters appearing on the lists at Collyweston and 
Easton on the Hill in 1777 (Mitchell [Mishal] and Cotton). Is this coinci
dence of surnames significant? The slaters of Peterborough are a subject 
for further investigation. 

Watermen and Turnpike Employees: Peterborough stands on the River 
Nene, and its status in 1762 as a minor inland port is attested by the 2 
boat-wrights, 9 watermen (boatmen) and 6 porters (who probably earned 
a living by loading and unloading boats and wagons at the wharf) who 
appear on the main list for the city. With one exception, a waterman, they 
are all bunched close together towards the end of the list, which suggests 
that the constables compiled it district by district, and that this section 
carries the names of men who lived near the river. By 1762 the River Nene 
was navigable all the way to Northampton, sixty miles upstream from 
Peterborough. A waterman is listed at Maxey, and a boatman at Deeping 
Gate; these men would have been employed on the River Welland, which 
was navigable as far as Stamford. 28 

'Mr Brickwod' at Castor, who is described as 'turpik', was doubtless 
connected with the road between Leicester and Peterborough (via Up
pingham and Wansford: now the A47), which passed through Castor and 
had been turnpiked by Act of Parliament in 1753-4. In view of the handle 
to his name, he must have been a person of local importance, perhaps a 
surveyor. A turnpike keeper (who collected tolls at a gate) will be found on 
the list at Wansford, where the Leicester to Peterborough turnpike crossed 
the Great North Road (now the AI), the Wansford to Stamford section of 
which had been turn pi ked in 1748-9. Wansford lies on the River Nene, 
and was thus a link point between two important roads and a navigable 
river. The appearance ofMr Pank Meadmore, merchant, on the Wansford 
list, together with two maItsters (who may have been employed by him), 
suggests that the village had become a centre for the reception and distri
bution of road and river freight, with coal and grain probably in substantial 
quantities, over a wide area of the surrounding countryside. 

Links with John Clare 

Several persons whose names are included on the militia lists deserve 
individual mention because of an association with Nassaburgh's most 
famous son, the poet John Clare, who was born at Helpston in 1793. 

THOMAS CLARE (Helpston): great-uncle of the poet. Son of John Clare 
and Alice Gorge, who were married at Helpston on 18 January 1724-5. 
Thomas, their fourth child, was baptised there on 23 January 1730-1. His 
sister 'Ailce' (Alice), baptised on 14 August 1737, was the poet's grand
mother. She was buried at Helpston on 4 January 1820 aged 82 and not 86 
as stated in the burial register, and also by her grandson in one of 
his autobiographical fragments. 29 Thomas Clare married Anne Garfet 

28 Defoe, Tour, i. 73. 
29 Parish registers of Helpston (NRO). John and Alice Clare of Helpston had a daughter, 

baptised Alice on 22 July 1733, and buried 26 July 1733. Four years later they had another 
daughter, baptised Ailce (her mother is described as 'Ailce Clare' in the register entry) on 14 
August 1737, who survived. It is this little girl who became the grandmother of John Clare, 
the poet. When Alice (Ai1ce) Clare was buried on 4 January 1820, the parson, not knowing 
her age, must have looked back through the Helpston baptismal register and found the entry 
for the earlier Alice Clare who was baptised in 1733. However, he cannot also have examined 
the burial register, hence his error in describing Alice Clare as 86 and not 82. Alice Clare 
herself had probably been quite unaware how old she was. On the evidence of his journal 
(entry for 13 July 1825), John Clare, her grandson, did not know his exact age (J. W. and 
Anne Tibble (ed.), The Prose of John Clare (1951), p. 155). 
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(Garfot or Garfoot) at Helpston on 22 October 1752. The registers of that 
parish show that they had 5 children baptised between 1754 and 1761, 
which agrees with the number recorded by the Helpston constable in 1762, 
thereby gaining Thomas, a 'poor man', his exemption from militiaJiability. 
He is described on the list as a gardener, which is in accord with his 
great-nephew's statement that 'all I can make out [about my ancestors] is 
that they were Gardeners . . .'30 

JOHN CLARE (Helpston): probably the son of John Clare and Rachel 
Whitaker, who were married at Helpston on 13 December 1724; if so, he 
was baptised on 4 May 1729. His family's relationship with the family 
from which the poet was descended is not established, but they were 
undoubtedly kinsfolk. Like Thomas Clare, John Clare was listed as a 
gardener in 1762. He does not appear to have married, or if he did the 
ceremony was not at Helpston, prior to 1762. 
JOHN CLARE (Northborough): perhaps a great-uncle of the poet. John and 
Alice Clare had four sons baptised at Helpston with the name of John 
between 1725 and 1741-2, but only the last of these boys appears to have 
survived infancy. He was baptised at Helpston on 24 January 1741-2. Ifit 
is this John Clare who was the servant at Northborough in 1762, he would 
then have been twenty years of age and probably unmarried, living with 
the farmer who employed him in the traditional manner of 'servants in 
husbandry' . 
JOHN STIMSON (Castor): maternal grandfather of the poet. John Stimson 
married Elizabeth Daves at Castor on 5 November 1750; he was a shepherd 
who has already been noticed in the section on shepherds in Nassaburgh. 31 

His daughter Ann, who was baptised at Castor on 17 April 1757, married 
Parker Clare of Helpston, but not at either Castor or Helpston and the 
whereabouts and date is not known (1982). John Clare the poet was their 
son. 
JOHN CEW (more modem spelling Kew) (Ufford). 'Ailce' Clare, who never 
married, was seduced c. 1764 by a travelling Scottish schoolmaster calling 
himself John Donald Parker. The result was Parker Clare, the poet's 
father. According to John Clare: 'This I had from John Cue ofUfford, an 
old man who in his young days was a companion and confidential to my 
run-a-gate of a grandfather; for he [parker] left the village [Helpston] 
and my grandmother, soon after the deplorable accident of misplaced love 
was revealed to him .. .'32 John Cew, servant, on the Ufford list in 1762, is 
surely the John Cue who, many years later, spilled the beans to the young 
John Clare about the latter's paternal grandfather. It is tempting to wonder 
whether Cew, like his erstwhile friend, John Donald Parker, had been an 
amorously irresponsible character in his time! 
FRANCIS GREGORY (Helpston): the father of Francis Gregory, smallholder 
and proprietor of the Blue Bell Public House at Helpston, who employed 
John Clare for a year when the latter was in his mid-teens.33 Francis 
Gregory senior married Ann Bland at Helpston on 11 October 1768, their 
son Francis being baptised on 30 May 1769. 

Francis Gregory junior was a bachelor who lived with his mother; he 
suffered from ill health, and died soon after Clare left his service. It is 
obvious from Clare's comments on Gregory that he was a kind master 

30 J. W. and Anne Tibble, John Clare: a Life, new edn (1972), p. 5. 
31 Parish registers of Castor (NRO). 
32 Blunden, pp. 45-6. There is no entry for the baptism of Parker Clare in the Helpston 

registers. 
33 ibid. p. 55. 
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whom the youthful poet respected. Francis Gregory senior was buried at 
Helpston on 21 April 1796, Francis Gregory junior on 31 January 1811, 
and Ann Gregory on 15 October 1819. Mrs Gregory's age was recorded in 
the burial register as 77. 

Several other men appearing on the Nassaburgh militia lists of 1762 had 
surnames which are the same or very similar to those of persons who, forty 
or fifty years later and at the same places, were part of John Clare's early 
life. They include WilIiam Bains, John and Thomas Billings and John 
Bullemore (Bullimore) at Helpston, John and WilIiam Bellars (Bell airs) at 
Etton and Woodcroft, James and William Joyce at Glinton, and John 
Porter at Ashton. John Turnell (Turnill) at Northborough should also be 
noticed. The genealogical links between these men and the generation 
known to Clare remain to be demonstrated. 

Note on Editorial Method 

The militia lists are, on the whole, straightforward documents, some of 
them neatly and carefully written and laid out, others just the reverse. We 
have tried to edit them so that the character of the original is maintained 
as far as possible. Spelling remains the same as on the lists, but capitalisa
tion has been adapted to modem usage. As far as possible the original 
punctuation on the lists has been maintained-:many have no punctuation 
at all, and some are punctuated in the wrong places-but certain additions 
and alterations have been made to assist the reader. Of these the most 
important is that where names are followed by an occupation, status or 
some information, the surname has been separated from the next word by 
a comma. A name enclosed by ( > indicates that it has been crossed off 
the list, the man concerned being exempted from liability for militia service. 
Other words enclosed by ( > have also been crossed off the list. Correc
tions to names have been indicated by italic type, e.g. from the Wittering 
list: 

Edwd. Lee 
(Edwood Luee> sarvent 

Where the correction was itself crossed off, it too has been enclosed by 
( >. All the lists, with the exception of those from Peterborough, carry 
the signatures of one deputy lieutenant and two justices of the peace before 
whom, at the first subdivisional meeting, the constables made a statutory 
verification upon oath that their returns were accurate; these signatures, 
which are the same for each list, have been omitted from the transcription. 
Thus the signatures of Matthew Wyldbore, a deputy lieutenant, William 
Strong and the Rev. William Brown, justices of the peace, appear on the 
list for Helpston (Plate 8). 
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